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On page 153, last line, for “Wells” read “ Weld.” 


ft EDITORS’ PREFACE. 


i A FEW days before Dr. Robert C. Smedley’s death, 
E which occurred early in January of this year, he re- 4 
quested that the present editors be asked to prepare 
% this history for the press. The task thus unexpectedly 
: given them, has been performed in the best manner 


possible under the circumstances. Many pages have 


WBE Lenin, 


been entirely rewritten, considerable matter has been 


has been abridged, at the request of the family. The 


editors are responsible only for the statements or 


eS SUSE A: epi a i ae Ue 


accounts inserted by them, they giving the rest of the 


book to the world just as the author left it. The con- : 


etan9 


REQUIRE 


tinued illness of one of them will, they trust, be ac- 


Aervian 


| 
added, and but one account, that of Zebulon Thomas | 
cepted as an apology for some errors that will be 


noticed. 
ROBERT PURVIS, 
MARIANNA GIBBONS. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 30, 1883. 


y 


¥ 


SERRE OCA A DN ON aR 


gic (eee 


basis 


‘ 
pases 


1 
ary} woos pue ‘Kvare passed Apeerye pry QATISN OY OF 


pre qesoas Jo ATeSrvy uaars pey oy Auvy_ “peaty Kay} 
YOIYA UL SIUIT] oY} YAM Ip 0} Pedroy[e oq Jou plnoys 
‘sysidorgyuvpiyd eayqou asoyy JO SYIOM o[qepusMTULOD pu 
sajdroutid uvysiiyy enzy oy} yey. Jlesy poeysasons vepl 
ay} yy} ‘UaArd Ayaeqz saoqry] posuadmoserun pue Arreyo 
qeioas JO JUNOWe uv yons ‘asodind jo ssauezqou yons 
‘suejd pojonpuoo-]jaa\ puv peyst|qejse-[[oa Yons po[voser 
‘yIOM oY} UI pesesue suosied ay} Jo JayvIvYO ey} pue 
‘pensind esinoo ayy oyur Arinbuy yeyyiny = “‘pepzooezun 
03 ‘pres svi 41 ‘Jou pjnoys 9sNvo oY} UI SLOG] SATJOV pu 
SoU1Bo BSOYAd ‘S19Y}O [VIBAS JO SOUIL OY} YPM pPoyslung 
SBAL OY (JO9TI0D JOA Ulotey} poureju0d s}ueUrIE}e4S 
94} VG} Poinsse aq 07) UOITBUIIOFUI 9Y4 SULAIS JUEST OY} 
0} Uay}IIM py oy yy Surpuqng *AyuNOd Ioysey) Ul 
prosprey punosZsepuy oy} Jo JueMeSvuvur [vious puL 
Soul] UleUT oY} UO epoIjIe Jodedsaou B SUIPIM JO META OY} 
quia A[duris sea 41 “AIO Sty} UBSEq IOYING oy} NAH AL 


(IBM UB} P9UMOUA SSB] ON, 
SILIOPLA IBY AVY soe ,, 


GOVEadd 


{ 


Shs Pe MRT 


a 


Bae 


pie 


ani ee lie A 


we OQ. EL Odenton 


we A | 


oman a A ne 
SEV INI OPTN eta E Ip at ates ete ome Cm 8 Oa gH RN AB 
Sea ee eee Oe a 7 


x PREFACE. 


would be none left but their descendants to tell of the 
perils and privations they endured to relieve and set 
free a “ brother in chains,” while they were confronted 
by a Government, and surrounded by a people adverse 
to negro liberty. 

To visit the aged throughout the country who could 
relate their experiences better than write them, to cor- 
respond with others who were connected with the work, 
and thus to glean reminiscences of facts and record them 
in an interesting manner, worthy of preservation, was 
a task the writer felt himself unable to perform as fully 
as the jntrinsic merits of the cause called for. But, 
admiring the unselfishness and sympathizing spirit of 
those noble-hearted men and women who sacrificed 
comfort and imperiled property to aid the fugitive to 
freedom, endured obloquy and maintained their inde- 
pendence and firmness in the face of all opposition in 
pleading for the rights ofan oppressed and down-trodden 
race, he commenced the work, humbly trusting that his 
labors in collecting and writing this traditional history 
might prove interesting to the reader, and rescue from 
oblivion the works of a quiet, unpretending, liberty- 


loving and Christian people. 


Heroes have had their deeds of bravery upon battle- 


PREFACE. xi 
fields emblazoned in history, and their countrymen have 
delighted to do them honor ; statesmen have been re- 
nowned, and their names have been engraved upon the 
enduring tablets of fame ; philanthropists have had their 
acts of benevolence and charity proclaimed to an appre- 
ciating world ; ministers, pure and sincere in their gospel 
labors, have had their teachings collected in religious 
books that generations might profit by the reading ; but 
these moral heroes, out of the fullness of their hearts, 
with neither expectation of reward nor hope of remem- 
prance, have, within the privacy of their own homes, 
at an hour when the outside world was locked in slumber, 
clothed, fed, and in the darkness of night, whether in 
calm or in storms, assisted poor, degraded, hunted human 
beings on their way to liberty, despite the heavy penal- 
ties fixed by law for so doing. Ifthe Government was 
wrong, as they claimed, in holding one race in bondage 
for the emolument and aggrandizement of a few—and 
that upon no other grounds than the color of their skin— 
they could not tacitly acquiesce in that injustice, but 
prompted by their conscientious convictions of ay 

raised their voices against it, and advocated universal 
freedom and equality betore the law. 


It is not the object of the writer in this work to treat 


-wi0v9% pur satyddns [[@ pasnfor Sea ‘suosiad po1o[oo 1Oy 
jooyos & pouedo oym “uuoD ‘AinqsaquR JO ‘TTepueID 
gouepnig ssif{ woyat ‘ Surjsow AroAv[s-yUe Ue JO s1}0T v 
suONedeISU0d Iley} 0} PweI P[NOA OYM PUNO eq p[Noo 
WOysog []e UI sxaystUTT sory] Inq Taya ‘ sesodund AIOARTS 
-ord IOJ pasn sprvasreYye pus ‘MOTMaAMOD B SUIp[oY Ig 
S|STUOT}TOYR 0} usuTIEp[Y JO prvog ey Aq pasngor sear 
_Mqroquy Uvolleury JO apes ,, eyy [eH [neuwy wey 
‘ sqour Aq posiodsip suoryuaauoo A710 Ley} pus ‘suBIyNs 4q 
dn uayorq Auenbey eraa ssurjeeur S1yuN0d Trey} Woy 
‘ suoneurMoUep [Ie Jo sayorngo Aq wead ‘paynoasied pus 
poTtaer AT[VNPIAIPUl eta s}sITOTHTToge UOyM { AIOARTS 
-oad ‘Xqrrofew ysva v fq ‘sea YON OfOYM 94} ‘TOITOqY 
ay} JO NO Suryvesq oy} Joye [MUN Joryaos AIOAVTS-1JUC 
oy} Jo Suruurseq ay} WoIF yey} Jopismod OM UOT AA 
“sol]IUIey ay} Jo uorssessod oy} UI Sassouoy!] 1S9q 
ay} WOT, YIOM siyy soy Ayssardxe poavssue woeeq Avy 
Te ‘WS Wei Jo ssoupury oy} YySnoryy poystusny 
‘synod Mey @ Jo orjdeoxe oy} yIAA “Aq ouOp aq pnom 
Aayy se TITY OYUN Op OF puUB ‘BATTS BATTEN oy} 0} SesNOY 
rray} uado 03 porep oy ,‘prospley punoissepuy] ,, 244 
Ul pasesua ATAAT}OR VIIM OYM UGUIOM pue VOUT SuIpvoy 
ay} jo Aue jo spesjiod oy} SIapver ay} OF quaseid 04 
91 Qe SI oY VY} UOLOYNVIS YONI Jo SouIToay YITA SI IT 


mx “aoVdAdad 


“mey} 
ur sroyedionied saaesmoy} 10M OYM 40 ‘suOIORsUeI4 
yi JO eSpaymouy areipouun Suravy sayy ayy <q 
TY 0} paqliosep se sjWaAe esoy} SuIyeler Ul [NFYINA} pure 
yoexe ATsnorryound aq 0} paroavepue sey JOY Ne ay} ‘eA 
B Jo Aroysty oY} 0} St sayyyeq Jo UoKdisosep oy} se Pury 
sty} Jo Aroysty vB 07 Arvssaoou sev ore ‘sodvosa yIpveiq 
“avy pus ‘aorjoe Jo ssoujdurord ‘suvjd pastaop-[[aa Jo 
‘oneyyed pue Sursnwe ‘s}ueprour Jo uoresreu ey SV 

. "saINJUIApE JO 
suondiiosep AuvU 0} ToONeUIosey pus WILY v Yons puay 
yorym ‘Kouvy Jo sxojoo Surmops oy} Lq pousopeun ‘sqouy 
poyworjueyyne-[[em ATWO uveTs 0} poLoAvapud sey eTT 
‘posvarour AJoyeu0ry10doad useq aaty ‘QUIN[OA 94} JO aZIs 
94} pue ‘ssousostulurer SurO9T[0o UI LOYIN 94} JO SIOGLT 
84} soueH *pe}TUIO aq you prnoo sjred yuvzsz0du yons 
Sureq sojunes snonSyu0o wi aury ay} Jo SuOI}OeS BY} INT 
"AJUNOD I94S9YD JO spre] oy} puosog ‘ATTeyUeptout ydeoxe 
‘SOAITISNY UAAIS VOULISISSE OY} JO a1NOI sty} Jo wodi10sep 
B OF! JajUS OF 4SIY 4V UOIYUSUT 94} IW Sv ION “WOP 
991f 0} SATIS 04} JO asvssed yores sty} Jo yuoMTeSeuLUT 
ey} uodn Surrveq yoomp v aavy Io ‘04 aywled asoy} se 
rey os daoxe ‘poyzequios afdioutad Areavys-o1d 94} JO 100 


‘[etouas ul yuowsAou pure sofdioursd AxaAvys-4yUe oyy JO 


MC EOMACICE: fi mx 


ee 


a SY en 22°. CCTs grees nray seers ersetenemmcanenennsmervannrrnevesstnerostnss sss cst tense e 


XIV PREFACE. 


modations in the town, was arrested and imprisoned 
according to a law passed by the Legislature of that 
State, after the commencement of her school, expressly 
for the purpose of suppressing the education of the colored 
people, and that, too, in intelligent New England, where 
a system of public school education received its earliest 
support ; when a convention for the purpose of forming 
a State Anti-slavery Society in Utica, N. Y., was broken 
up and dispersed by a mob, headed by a former Judge 
of the county ; when newspapers refused to publish anti- 
slavery speeches, but poured forth such denunciations 
as: “ The people will hereafter consider abolitionists as 
out of the pale of legal and conventional protection 
which society affords to its honest and well-meaning 
members,” that “they will be treated as robbers and 
pirates, and as the enemies of the human kind;” when 
the offices of anti-slavery papers were broken into and 
the presses and the type destroyed ; when William Lloyd 
Garrison, then editor of The Liberator, was seized and 
dragged bareheaded through the streets of Boston by a 
mob, many of whom sought to kill him ; when Elijah P. 

Lovejoy, for the same offence of editing an anti-slavery 

paper, was mobbed and shot to death in his office in 


Alton, Ill.; when Northern merchants extensively en- 


BA 
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gaged in Southern trade, told abolitionists that as their 
pecuniary interests were largely connected with those of 
the South, they could not afford to allow them to suc- 
ceed in their efforts to overthrow slavery, that millions 
upon millions of dollars were due them from Southern 
merchants, the payment of which would be jeopardized 
by any rupture between the North and South, and that 
they would put them down by fair means if they could, 
but by foul means if they must; with all this violent 
pro-slavery spirit existing throughout the North, and 
the Fugitive Slave Law, like a sword of power in the 
hands of slave-holders, ready to be wielded by them 
against any one assisting a slave to freedom, we must 
concede that it required the manhood of a man, and the 
unflinching fortitude of a woman, upheld by a full and 
firm Christian faith, to be an abolitionist in those days, 
and especially an Underground Railroad agent. 

It need scarcely be reiterated that this malevolent 
spirit was wrought up to white heat in the South. An 
abolitionist could not travel there without persecution 
and threats of death; from five to twenty thousand 
dollars reward was offered at different times by Southern 
gentlemen for the arrest and delivery into their hands of 


William Lloyd Garrison, Arthur Tappan and others. 
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Underground Railroad in Chester and adjoining counties, 
until universal freedom made it no longer a necessary 


pathway of the slave to liberty. 


ROBERT C. SMEDLEY. 
West CHeEsTER, P.., 10th Mo. 9th, 1882. 
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about to establish, to hold any class of people in a 
bondage more oppressive, more degrading, and more 
tyrannical than that from which they had just emanci- 
pated themselves through the trials, vicissitudes and 
privations of a seven years’ war. After much discussion 
and dissension, they yielded to the adoption of this 
clause, with the hope that ere long the wisdom, humanity 
and justice of the people would annihilate forever the 
obnoxious system of human slavery from a soil they had 
nobly fought to make free. 

This relic of ancient despotism, making chattel pro- 
perty of man, having now been incorporated as a part 
of the Constitution, the friends of universal liberty as- 
sumed very little direct antagonism toward it until some 
cases of kidnapping and shooting of fugitives who at- 
tempted to escape, occurred in Columbia, Pa., in 1804, 
This incited the people of that town, who were chiefly 
Friends or their descendants, to throw around the col- 
ored people the arm of protection, and even to assist 
those who were endeavoring to escape from slavery to a 
section of country where they might be free. This gave 
origin to that organized system of rendering aid to fugi- 
tives which was afterward known as the “ Underground 
Railroad.” 

The active and determined position to which the op- 
ponents of slavery were now aroused, and the large 
number of colored people who had settled in Columbia, 
made that place the goal of the fugitive to which he 
directed his anxious footsteps with the reasonable hope 
that when arriving there he would receive aid and diree- 
tions on his way to freedom. His expectations were 
not disappointed. 
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More than a passing allusion is due to Columbia, as 
it was there those sentiments were fostered and feelings 
aroused which developed into a secret and successful 
plan of transporting the slave through friendly hands 
trom bondage to freedom. In 1726 John Wright and 
Robert Barber removed from Chester, Pa., and settled 
there. In the following year Samuel Blunson also 
removed there from the same place. These persons 
were Friends, or Quakers. Barber and Blunson owned 
a number of slaves, mostly domestics in their families. 
When Samuel Blunson died, in September, 1746, he 
manumitted his slaves and provided for them. The 
descendants of Barber gradually quit owning slaves 
and came to hate slavery. Their influence and example 
made an impression upon the small community which 
lived upon their lands at and around Wright’s Ferry. 

In 1787 Samuel Wright, grandson of John Wright, 
Esq., laid out the town of Columbia. The lots were 
disposed of by lottery and all sold, and many substan- 
tial persons from Bucks, Montgomery and Chester 
counties, and Philadelphia settled there. A majority 
of them were Quakers, who bore a decided testimony 
against the holding of human beings in slavery. 

Gradually all the colored people in the vicinity col- 
lected in the northeastern part of the borough upon 
lots given them by the Wrights. Being thus brought 
into one community it was quite natural that any 
strange colored persons going that way would seek shelter 
among them. 

In 1804 General Thomas Boude, of Columbia, a reyo- 
lutionary officer of distinction, who had been a member 
of the State Legislature, and who had represented Lan- 
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direct line to the Eastern States and Canada, whither 
most of the fugitives desired to go, although many pre- 
ferred remaining with friendly farmers along the road 
and taking their chances for safety. This line very 
naturally shaped itself by way of some of the noblest 
hearted, earnest, sympathizing Abolitionists in Adams, 
York, Lancaster, Chester, Montgomery, Berks and 
Bucks counties to Pheenixville, Norristown, Quaker- 
town, Reading, Philadelphia and other places. The two 
first stations nearest the Maryland line were Gettys- 
burg and York. When ten or twenty fugitives arrived 
in a gang at Gettysburg, half were sent to Harrisburg 
and half to Columbia. The Columbia branch was 
chiefly used as it had better facilities for escape. Sta- 
tions were established southward from Columbia toward 
the Maryland line, and northward or eastward at dis- 
tances about 10 miles apart. 

The principal agents on the line running northward 
and eastward were Daniel Gibbons, Thomas Peart, 
Thomas Whitson, Lindley Coates, Dr. Eshleman, James 
Moore, Caleb C. Hood, of Lancaster county; James 
Fulton, Gideon Pierce, Joseph Haines, Thomas Bonsall, 
Grayner Marsh, Zebulon Thomas, Thomas Vickers, 
John Vickers, Micajah and William A. Speakman, 
Esther Lewis and daughters, Dr. Edwin Fussell, William 
Fussell, Norris Maris, Emmor Kimber, and Elijah F. 
Pennypacker, of Chester county; Rev. Samuel Aaron, 
Isaac Roberts, John Roberts, Dr. Wm. Corson, Dr. 
Jacob L. Paxson, Daniel Ross, colored, and others of 
Norristown. This was subsequently called the northern 
route through Chester county. 

Thus was the Underground Railroad established and 
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put into successful operation until, as Thomas Garrett 
said, “the government went into the business, and made 
a wholesale emancipation.” And to William Wright, 
of Columbia, grandson of John Wright, is due the 
credit of being one of the first anti-slavery advocates 
who arranged and put into practice, at the risk of his 
life, this well-known but secretly conducted transit of 
the slave from bondage to freedom. 

The inherent spirit of liberty now impelled still 
greater numbers along the border counties, and further 
south, to leave their masters, and in pursuing a northern 
course the majority of them came through the southern 
part of Lancaster and Chester counties. The ever 
benevolent abolitionists assisted them from friend to 
friend, until another route, more travelled than the first, 
was, almost as if by spontaneity, established among 
them. This, with its branches, was called the southern 
and middle route. Being contiguous to the border 
slave States, a rapid transit of passengers had to be 
made, which was not unfrequently attended with excit- 
ing incidents of close pursuit and of narrow escapes. 

‘Many who came on this route crossed the Susque- 
hanna at points in the vicinity of Havre-de-Grace, and 
were forwarded by Joseph Smith, Oliver Furniss, and 
others in Lancaster county. A still greater number 

‘ame from Wilmington through the hands of Thomas 
Garrett, Benjamin, William and Thomas Webb, and 
Isaac S. Flint. Many others came direct from the more 
Southern Slave States, travelling by night only, and 
ouided solely by the North star—their universal guide— 
until they reached some abolition friends along the line, 
who fed them, secreted them by day, and either took 
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Caln; William Trimble, West Whiteland, and Charles 
Moore, Lionville. 


Along the lower route were Mahlon and Amos Pres- 
ton, and Wm. Jackson, near West Grove; Benjamin 
and Hannah Kent, Penn township, and others who oc- 
casionally gave willing aid when required, but whose 
residences were not so located as to give them advantages 
whereby they could expedite travel to the safety of the 
fugitive. 

To convey passengers successfully over the great 
trunk lines and branches of this road from its beginning 
to its terminus, to prevent captures, and to escape ar- 
rests and the mulcting punishments attached to slave- 
holding laws, required men of firmness, courage, sa- 
gacity, coolness and intrepidity in time of danger, pre- 
dominant philantrophy impelling them to do unto the 
liberty-seeking slave as they would be done by under 
similar circumstances, and having firm reliance on Him 
who commanded to “undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
the oppressed go free.” And it is a notable fact that 
nearly all who thus assisted the fugitive to freedom were 
members of the Society of Friends; although the ma- 
jority of that society, while averse to slavery, took no 
part in the labors, and, with few exceptions, refused the 
use of their meeting-houses for anti-slavery lectures. 

In the early part of this concerted management 
slaves were hunted and tracked as far as Columbia. 
There the pursuers lost all trace of them. The most 
scrutinizing inquiries, the most vigorous search, failed 
to educe any knowledge of them. Their pursuers seemed 
to have reached an abyss, beyond which they could not 
see, the depths of which they could not fathom, and in 
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their bewilderment and discomfiture they declared there 
must be an underground railr.ad somewhere. This gave 
origin to the term by which this secret passage from 
bondage to freedom was designated ever after. 
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county, one of the most noted and successful managers 
was WILLIAM Wricut, a Friend. While possessing 
wisdom, sagacity and firmness to an eminent degree, he 
was as unassuming in manner as he was earnest and 
efficient in action. 

He was born 12th mo. (December) 21st, 1788. In 
11th mo. (November), 1817, he married Phebe Wier- 
man, sister of Hannah W. Gibbons, the wife of that 
sage and sympathizing friend of the slave, Daniel Gib- 
bons. William and Phebe Wright resided during their 
entire lives in a very old settlement of Friends, near 
the southern slope of South Mountain, a spur of the 
Alleghanies, which extends into Tennessee. This loca- 
tion placed them directly in the way to render great 
and valuable aid to fugitives, as hundreds guided by 
that mountain range northward, came into Pennsyl- 
vania, and were directed to their home. 

A party of twenty-six came to York about 1842, from 
Anne Arundel county, Md. It was one night’s walk 
from there to Wrightsville, the next important station. 
The night being cloudy they became bewildered on their 
way, and concluded they could travel in day time. They 
turned around and were coming back, when they met a 
colored man near York who knew they were slaves, and 
told them they were going toward Maryland. He put 
them on the right road, with directions northward. 
Early next morning, when near Wrightsville, they fol- 
lowed some wagons which they knew were going there. 
After crossing the bridge into Columbia they were 
happy, and lay around on the ground, thinking they 
were safe in Canada. They were spoken to by a person 
who knew they were fugitives, and told of their danger. 
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torn off and hanging in tatters. At this hospitable 
home they were furnished with clothing and shoes. 
Learning that the slaveholders had gone to Harrisburg 
in search of them, two were concealed at William 
Wright’s place, and the other two sent for concealment 
to Joel Wierman, his brother-in-law, two miles distant. 
In a day or two while William Wright with the colored 
men and some workmen was at the barn, a party of 
hunters came up and recognized the two slaves as be- 
longing to one of their numbers. The negroes, appar- 
ently giving themselves up, said they had left their coats 
at the house. William Wright told them to go and get 
them. One was seen by the family to take his coat 
hastily from one of the out-buildings. Giving them 
time to get their coats, William Wright and the slave- 
holders walked leisurely to the house. 

Stepping upon the piazza where his wife was seated, 
he said, giving her a significant and piercing glance, 
“Phebe, these are Mr. and Mr. and Mr. 
from Maryland, and Mr. from Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, this is my wife. These gentlemen claim to 
be the owners of Tom, Fenton, Sam and George. Gen- 
tlemen, be seated.” Taking from her husband’s look 
that they were to be entertained and thus delayed for a 
purpose, Phebe Wright arose in her dignified manner 
and seconded her husband in his invitation. Her eldest 
daughter coming to the door she cast at her a glance 
that told the story. William Wright sent for some 
fresh water and some cherries that were near by in the 
dining room. After these elaborate preliminaries, which 
took some time, had been gone through with, Phebe 
Wright said, in rather a surprised tone: “Do I under- 
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stand you to say that you claim to be the owners of these 
colored men?” On their replying in the affirmative, 
she said: “Do you recognize the Scripture as the guide 
of your lives?” “ Certainly, madame,” said one, assum- 
ing a a very sanctimonious air, “I am an elder in the 
Baptist church.” He proved, although, as subsequent 
events showed, a very bad man, to be not without fear 
of the higher law, for, when Phebe Wright, sending for 
the Bible, proved to him from its pages the sin that he 
was committing in holding slaves, his teeth chattered 
with terror. After three-quarters of an hour thus spent, 
they arose saying that it was time to proceed to business, 
and asked William Wright to produce the men. He 
replied: “Oh! that is not my business at all; if they 
are you slaves, as you assert, you saw them, it wes pour 
business to take them.” In answer to their assertion that 
he was hiding their slaves, he said: “Haven't I been 
here all the time? How can I have concealed your 
slaves? If you have your lawful authority here is the 
house; search it. I shall not help you, but I can’t pre- 
vent you.” With this they showed their warrants and 
proceeded to search the house. After this they went 
through the out-buildings, William Wright saying: “I 
will go with you. You charge me with being respousi- 
ble for your slaves; this I deny, as they were within 
your grasp half an hour ago.” Continuing, he said : 
“Gentlemen, I protest against this whole proceeding 
and consider the Fugitive Slave Law no law in that it 
contravenes the law of God. But, you have the wicked 
law of the land on your side. I can’t prevent you.” 
Of course all this was done to detain the slaveholders 
and to give the slaves a chance to escape. In the search 
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going on at the house, one of the daughters went down 
to where the poor negro was tied, and said, “Sam, is 
your pistol with Fenton’s things in the house?” “ No, 
Miss, I left my pistol in the barn at Mr. Wierman’s.” 
Then she filled his pockets with cherries—all she could 
do, alas! and advised him to run away again the first 
chance that he had. This he promised to do. The 
“paternal” master was seen dragging him through Get- 
tysburg tied as has been described. Instead of taking him 
to his home in Washington county, Md., he took him to 
Frederick City and sold him to a slave dealer who, at 
that time was getting up a drove for the far South! He 
was never heard of again. The other three men, with 
the help of the managers of the Underground Railroad, 
reached Canada in safety. 

One amusing incident occurred at this house. A large 
number of fugitives came at one time, among whom 
Was a mother with a young child. Their masters fol- 
lowing them quickly, all were disposed of except the 
infant, whose cries, it was feared, would lead to detec- 
tion. A stratagem was resorted to that showed these 
anti-slavery people were quick-witted as well as philan- 
thropic. A young woman staying at the house went to 
bed, taking the baby with her. When the slaveholders 
came they were requested to be very careful in search- 
ing as there was a lady with a young infant in the house, 
When they came to the room in which this Su ppositi- 
tious recent arrival was, they opened the door a little, 
the action being accompanied with a “Sh!” and a finger 
uplifted in warning by their guide, while the “mother” 
pinched the baby and made it cry in order to convince 
the unwelcome visitors that they were not being de- 
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ceived. These are a few among the scores of incidents 
that occurred in this family and among those that 
helped them in their work. zs 
William Wright believed in political action against 
slavery and took considerable part therein. He was one 
of the founders of the Free-Soil- or Liberty Party in 
Pennsylvania. For many years his name, with that of 
Samuel W. Mifflin, stood at the head of the Liberty 
Party electoral ticket. He attended Anti-Slavery and 
Liberty Party Meetings and Conventions whenever his 
business would permit, and was a delegate to many of 
these, notably to the convention that met in Pittsburg 
in 1844, and nominated Dr. F. J. Lemoyne for Gover- 
nor of Pennsylvania, and to that which met Be 
delphia in June of 1856, and nominated John C. Fre- 
mont and William L. Dayton, for President and Vice 
sident of the United States. 
oe bee well-spent lite of William Wright closed 
on the 25th of Tenth month (October), 1865. He had 
the satisfaction of seeing the principles of liberty and 
justice for which he had labored triumph over Slavery 
and oppression. In his death he calmly resigned his 
spirit to the Maker whom he had so earnestly and 
cly served. 
sere the perfect man, and behold the upright; for 
the end of that man is peace.” 
Joel Fisher, a Friend, living in York, was also active 
and prominent in the cause. 
William C. Goodrich, a wealthy and very intelligent 
light mulatto was an active and valuable agent at ie 
place. Whenever he received information that “baggage 


was on the road which it was necessary to hurry through, 
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The idea prevailed to a considerable extent among the . 
slaves that when they crossed the Susquehanna they * 
were on free ground, and were safe. But when told how. 
near they were to where their masters were lying in wait 
for them they were struck with amazement and fear. 

They soon, however, became wild with consternation, © 
and began running like frightened sheep in every direc- | 
tion. By skillful effort and the assurance of protection, 
the agents succeeded in gathering them together again, © 
and they were conducted to a place of safety. : 

A base practice connected with the slave-hunting | 
business was that of unprincipled men sending South 
the description of free colored persons, and having these 
descriptions printed in hand-hills, then capturing and 
carrying into slavery such as were thus described. This 
aroused the sympathies and fired the hearts of aboli- 
tionists to more determined efforts to protect the rights 
and liberties of the colored people. 


Samuel Willis, of York, was also one of the active 
agents at that place. 


SAMUEL W. MIFFLIN. 


Samuel W. Mifflin, son of Jonathan and Susan 
Mifflin, of Columbia, Pa., was an abolitionist by birth 
and education. His mother’s family never owned a 
slave, and his grandfather, John Mifflin, of Philadel- 
phia, was the first to respond to the demand of the 
Yearly Meeting that Friends should liberate their 
slaves. His mother was the sister of that early and 
earnest abolitionist, William Wright, of Columbia, an 
agent on the Underground Railroad from the days of 
its earliest travel. As far back in his boyhood as he 


gt 
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can remember Samuel was accustomed to seeing fugi- 
tives passed along by different members of ,their family. 
When he saw the tall fugitive stride across the yard in 
women’s habiliments that reached but to his knees he 
wondered that any one could think him disguised in 
such short garments. But when he saw him seated by 
the side of his aunt on the back seat of a dearborn, 
with all the appearance of a woman, it excited no sus- 
picion or remark other than that “ Mrs. Wright was too 
much of a Quaker to mind riding alongside of a 
nigger.” 

On another occasion, when a boy, a fugitive was hid 
in a corn-field and fed day after day by a cousin who 
went out with his gun, and his game bag filled with pro- 
visions. The spot where he lay is now occupied by 
Supplee’s machine shops on Fourth and Manor streets, 
Columbia. 

In early life Samuel engaged in civil engineering, 
which required him to be from home the greater part of 
the time until atter his father’s death which occurred in 
1840. 

On one of his visits home, just before his father’s last 
illness, he found the parlor occupied by thirteen fugi- 
tives. They comprised two families of men, women and 
children whom his elder brother found wandering in the 
neighborhood. The windows were closed to prevent 
discovery, and a lamp kept burning all day. They 
were thus guarded during two days and nights of stormy 
weather and high water in the Susyuchanna which pre- 
vented their crossing the river. On the third night 
they were transterred to the care of Robert Loney who 
ferried them over to the Columbia shore. 
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It was during his residence in York county that he 
received a visit from the unfortunate Charles T. Torrey, 
on his way to Baltimore to rescue for a colored man, his 
wife, who was then held in slavery somewhere in Mary- 
land. After staying with Samuel all night he started 
in the morning full of enthusiasm and hope in the suc- 
cess of his enterprise, but he never returned. He was 
apprehended and imprisoned in Baltimore and died of 
consumption in prison. 

In 1861, Samuel MifHin married Hannah Wright, 
eldest daughter of William and Phebe Wierman 
Wright, of Adams county, reminiscences of whose Un- 
derground Railroad work have already been given. She 
was an abolitionist from childhood, through family in- 
struction and inherited principles. Her grandfather's 
uncle assisted in forming the “ Pennsylvania Society for 
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and Protecting 
the Rights of the Free People of Color,” of which Ben- 
jamin Franklin was President. Her father’s two uncles 
set all the slaves tree who came into their possession by 
marriage, although they were not Friends. 

Samuel W. Mifflin and his wife now reside at Louella, 
Delaware county, where they own a large flower and 
vegetable garden and hothouses. 
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Province would they go into the wilderness to live.” 
That “wilderness” was where the village of Bird-in- 
Hand is now situated, in Lancaster county, 39 miles 
west of Goshen meeting-house, and seven miles east of 
Lancaster city. 

About the year 1789, when a sitting magistrate in 
Wilmington, Delaware, a colored man was brought 
before him by a party of kidnappers. They attempted 
as usual, to carry their case through by bluster. But 
he told them peremptorily that “if they did not behave 
themselves he would commit them.” He then set the 
man at liberty. He died in 1810. 

Daniel Gibbons was a man of large firmness, inde- 
pendence of mind, clearness of perception, discreet 
philanthrophy, conscientious, affectionate in his family, 
and a deyout member of the Society of Friends, in 
which he was an elder for twenty-five years prior to his 
death. His wife, Hannah, was eminently endowed with 
fine intellectual capabilities, quick perception, excellent 
judgment, affectionate and amiable in disposition, fond 
of home and its endearments, and hence an earnest 
sympathizer with the poor slaves, whose homes and 
home-loves were so often severed by their being sold as 
cattle in the mart. She was also a sincere Christian and 
consistent member of. the Society of Friends, in which 
she, like her husband, was an elder during the last 
twenty-five years of her life. Thus were they adapted 
by nature to fulfill the life-mission in which Providence 
had called them to labor conjointly. 


“Oh happy they! the happiest of their kind 
Whom gentle stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes and their beings blend. 


” 


Her goodness of heart and self-sacrificing spirit were 
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the family knew what it meant. The fugitives were 
taken to the barn ; and in the morning were brought to 
the house separately, and each one was asked his name, 
age, the name of his master, what name he proposed to 
take, as Daniel gave them all new names, and from what 
part of the country he came. These questions with the 
answers to each were recorded in a book which gradu- 
ally swelled to quite a large volume. After the passage 
of the Fugitive Slave Law he burned it. 

When a company of colored people came to his house 
he asked what their situation was and whether they ex- 
pected their masters soon. If not, they would get work 
in the neighborhood for awhile. If the masters were 
expected in a very short time, making it necessary for 
them to hasten on, they were made safe in the fields or 
the barn, or, if it was autumn, in the corn-shocks for a 
few hours, and then taken to the turnpike road that 
leads to Reading, and hurried on to the next station, 
which was the house of a Friend named Jackson who 
lived on the confines of what was then known as “ The 
Forest,” in Robinson township, Berks county. This was 
prior to 1827. After that he sent many to Thomas 
Bonsall, Lindley Coates and others. 

He was very skillful in detecting the artifices of decoys 
or pretended runaways whom the kidnappers at times 
sent to his house, although he was occasionally puzzled 
if they came, or pretended to come, from parts in the 
South unknown to him. Yet every device of theirs to 
gain information relative to the management of the 
“road,” or to impose upon him, was as readily foiled by 
his cunning as the stroke of the novice is parried by 
the experienced swordsman. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Dr. JoserH GiBBons.—Early Education.—Studies Medicine.—His Wife 
PuEBE EARLE GiBsoys, a Contributor to Literature.—Dr. Gibbons 
Establishes The Journal.—Dr. J. K. ESHLEMAN.—Incidents. 


DR. JOSEPH GIBBONS. 
(Born 1818.) 

Joseph Gibbons, son of Daniel and Hannah Wier- 
man Gibbons, was born at the family homestead, near 
the village of Bird‘in-Hand, Lancaster county, Penn- 
sylvania, Eighth month 14th, 1818. He is the only one 
of three children, all sons, that survived infancy. The 


a 


place where he was born is part of a tract of one thous- 


” 


and acres of land “and allowances partly acquired by 
purchase and partly deeded to his great-grandfather, for 
whom he was named, by John and Richard Penn, in 
the year 1715. 

In his youth he was sent to boarding school for a 
time, to Joshua Hoopes, in West Chester, and also to 
the late Jonathan Gause, in West Bradford, Chester 
county. At this time, too, Underground Railroad work 
was carried on with great aetivity in Lancaster and 
Chester counties, and Joseph Gibbons was his father’s 
faithful assistant, taking the active part that Daniel 
Gibbons’ ill health prevented his taking. To an exciting 
midnight “run” with a party of fugitives, made when 
he was about sixteen years old, the subject of this sketch 
attributes a tenderness in the feet and difficulty in walk- 
ing that have troubled him ever since. 

At the age of twenty-one Joseph Gibbons joined a 
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Friends that would make its principles and _ testimonies 
familiar to the young by presenting them in an interest- 
ing form and combined with valuable reading of a gen- 
eral character. He felt that this lack of suitable liter- 
ature, especially of a periodical kind, was one of the 
causes of the decline of interest seen in the Society and 
its failure to increase in numbers. These reflections re- 
sulted in the establishment, early in 1873, of The 
Journal, a1 weekly paper devoted to the interests of the 
Society of Friends and to the cultivation of literary 
taste, and the dissemination of general information of a 
useful character among its members. Its motto, 
“Friends, Mind the Light,” shows the liberal spirit in 
which it is edited. Considering that it is an individual 
concern in which Joseph Gibbons and his family have 
labored with very little assistance trom outside sources, 
it has enjoyed a considerable success and has aroused 
much interest in the Society of Friends. In the editing 
of The Journal he has been assisted by his daughters, 
especially the eldest, whose training and experience 
while connected with daily newspapers have fitted her 
for this work. 

Two or three traits in the character of Joseph Gib- 
bons may be worthy of mention in this connection. The 
first is his consistent carrying out of his early princi- 
ples. Educated by his parents in an intense opposition 
to American slavery, he always advocated its extinction 
by political action, to which many of his friends were 
opposed. He did not, indeed, cast his first presidential 
vote in 1840 for the candidates of the Liberty Party, 
then first nominated, because he was not convinced of 
the expediency of forming a third political party, but, 


rr 
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in the year 1844, his doubts having been removed, he 
voted for Birney and Morris. To his faithful adherence 
to the Liberty and Free Soil parties is due the fact that 
he never voted for a successful presidential candidate 
until the election of Abraham Lincoln. 

He has also remained consistent in his Opposition to 
intemperance, opposition to which he learned as soon as 
he was able to learn anything from hearing the subject 
discussed by his parents at home. He has participated 
in many debates on this subject, but has always felt that 
it would be unwise to attempt the founding of a sepa- 
rate temperance political party, the political organiza- 
tion that sustains the rights of his colored fellow-citizens 
being, in his opinion, worthy of his vote and continued 
confidence. 

It may interest some to learn that, brought up by 
parents who were both elders in the Society of Friends, 
and with warm social feelings and no tinge of asceticism, 
he has never drunk a glass of ardent spirits, never used 
tobacco in any form, never been within the walls of a 
theatre (even when a medical student and in four years 
of public office in Philadelphia), never played a game 
of cards and never read a noyel. 


DR. J. K. ESHLEMAN. 
(Born March 2d, 1810.) 


Dr. JK. Eshleman, a warm sympathizer with the 
negro in bondage, and a willing assistant to those who 
were escaping, lived and practised his profession near 
Strasburg, Lancaster county. His Underground Rail- 
road work began in 1840. He was physician in the 
family of Thomas Whitson, whose labors in that line of 
travel began about the same time. They were warm 
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After the Christiana riot three men who had been en- 
gaged in it came to Dr. Eshleman’s place, were kept in 
the barn until next night, and then sent further on. 

A whole family came in a four-horse wagon just after 
the battle of Gettysburg. They had formerly been 
slaves, but at that time owned a farm between York 
and Gettysburg. They were very much frightened, and 
thought if they remained at home they might be killed, 


or if the rebels gained Pennsylvania they might all be 


town; and hearing there that the rebels had been re- 
pulsed, they returned. 

After Dr. Eshleman moved to Chester county, Thomas 
Whitson moved to near Christiana, and their former 
visits were continued. 


made slaves again. They proceeded as far as Norris- 


His house was ever open to the Burleighs and all 


other lecturers on anti-slavery and temperance. 
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this talent, were engaged on opposite sides in debates 
their fine drawn distinctions, close questions, terse an= 
swers, and clear ratiocination from irrefragable facts ad : 
duced, were at once amusing, edifying and exalting. ; 
At a convention where he, William Lloyd Garriso 
and others spoke, his speech was characterized by sue 
a flow of wit, good humor, clear logic, sententious ex. 
pressions, and sometimes sarcasm when the subject am 
evoked it, that Garrison arose at the close of the meet== 5 
ing and said “the speech of the day must decidedly be 
accorded to Whitson.” Bs 
He had not the advantage in early life of acquiring 
more than the rudiments of an education. Arriving at 7 
manhood’s estate, he studied the principles and objects: 
pertaining to the higher welfare of man, as presented to 
him in his daily observations and intercourse with men” 
developing his own faculty for originating thought, in-6 
stead of directing his time and attention to the study o 
written lore. One amusing feature of his speeches was 
that his grammar was exclusively his own. Jt knew no 
rules, nor did he care for any. 
Benjamin 8. Jones said of him ina little volume of » 
word-pictures of the prominent anti-slavery leaders : 


Friend Whitson, Friend Whitson, 
Like “ dunder and blitzen,” 
Thy fists and thy words both come down; 
A diamond thou art, 
Tho’ unpolished each part, 
Yet worthy a place in the crown, 
Friend Whitson! 
Yet worthy a place in the crown. 


He gave freely of his means whenever needed, -regard- 
ing neither time nor cost. He attended the first con- 5 
vention of the American Anti-Slavery Society, held in 
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Philadelphia on the 4th, 5th and 6th of December, 
1833, of which Arthur Tappan was president. As soon 
as the “Declaration of Principles” were adopted he 
stepped up to the desk and athxed his signature, as he 
had to withdraw from the convention immediately to 
return home. He thus became the first signer to those 
“Principles” adopted by the national organization of 
the earnest, able and indefatigable advocates of univer- 


z 


sal liberty—principles which gained warm moral ad- 
herents and steadfast friends, but which met with the 
staunchest opposition throughout the entire North, as 
well as in the South, until the mandate of God, “ Let 
my people go free,” went forth and was obeyed by a 
nation then deluging its soil in fratricidal blood. ~~ 

As an Underground Railroad agent Thomas Whitson 
was remarkably reticent. Hundreds of fugitives were 
taken care of and assisted on their way, but no record 
was kept. The children saw colored people there ae 
quently, but they were not permitted to ask any ques- 
tions, or to know anything about them. He spoke of 
his management to but very few friends. 

The fugitives who came to his place at night were 
chiefly sent by Daniel Gibbions, in care of a trusty 
colored man, who knew how to awaken Thomas Without 
arousing others of the family. Those who came in day- 
time from Daniel Gibbons had a slip of paper upon 
which was written, “ Friend Thomas, some of my friends 
will be with thee to-night,” or words varying, but of 
similar import. No name was signed. The general 
advice of Daniel Gibbons to the colored people was to 
“be civil to all, and answer no questions of strangers 
who seemed eager to get information.” 
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longer. While there another child was born to 
them. 

In the summer of 1835 while he and Jacob Bushong 
were at work in the barn they observed four men in a 
two-horse wagon drive into the lane, accompanied by 
two men on horse-back. Jacob thought them a “sus- 


picious looking crowd,” and told Wallace to keep out of Ss 
sight while he went out to meet them. They inquired + 


if Mr. Wallace lived there. Jacob replied in the nega- 


tive, satisfying his conscience by means of the fact | 


that William lived at the tenement house, but worked 
for him. Pointing towards Wallace’s house they asked 
if his family lived there; to which he made no reply. 
Leaving their horses in charge of two of the men, they 
went to the house, tied his wife, brought her and the 
oldest child to the wagon, loaded them in, took them to 
the Lancaster county jail, and lodged them there. The 
youngest child being born on free soil was left with a 
colored woman who happened to be in the house at the 
time. From there they went to John Urick’s, a colored 
man, whose wite had escaped from slavery with Wal- 
lace’s wite. They bound her, took her to jail also, and 
had the two women placed in the same cell while they 
started out on another hunt. 

The startling news soon spread throughout the coun- 
try, and was immediately carried to that foremost friend 
of the slave, Daniel Gibbons. Very early next morn- 
ing the two women came to his house. The family 
would not have been more surprised had an apparition 
come suddenly into their midst. When asked how they 
came, one of them said, “TI broke jail.’ 

“How did you do it?” 
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“TI found a case-knife, and got up from one room to 
another until I got next the roof, when I cut the lath. 
and shingles and broke through; got out and down to 
the roof of an adjoining house, and thence from one 
house tg another until I came to one that was low 
enough, and then I jumped from it to the ground.” 
They were taken to the wheat field and provided with 
blankets and food, and next night were taken by Dr. 
Joseph Gibbons, Daniel’s son, and Thomas Peart, seve- 
ral miles to the house of Jesse Webster. From there 
they were taken to Thomas Bonsall’s, thence to Jol 
Vicker’s, and thus on to other stations. 

The account given by the women seemed so strange 
and incredible that Dr. Gibbons interviewed that eccen; 
tric character “ Devil-Dave”’ Miller, who was then 
sheriff, and lived in the jail. When asked how it hap- 
pened that he allowed two negro women to slip through 
his fingers, he winked and laughed. It was afterwards 
discovered that he opened the jail door and let them 
walk out. This was the only black woman known to 
Daniel and his son who persisted in keeping her own 
secret. 

In 1832, a colored woman and her daughter came to 
Henry Bushong’s. The back of this poor woman was 
a most revolting spectacle for Christian eyes to behold. 
It had been cut into gashes with the master’s whip until 
it was a mass of lacerated flesh and running sores. Her 
owner was exasperated to this deed of cruelty on ac- 
count of one of her children having successfully escaped, 
and she, knowing its whereabouts, refused to tell. To 
compel her to reveal this secret, they bound her down 


in a bent position, and five hundred lashes with a cat-o- 
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kidnapping free negroes. Before they returned the 
: : ; kidnappers had escaped, carrying with them their load 
some friends to negotiate with them for his freedom. An 2 of human plunder. 

DEE, was had with the slaveholders, and as he was John Russell, Micah Whitson, Henry Carter, and 
not yet in their possession, and there was a doubt linger- Ellwood Brown are also mentioned as friends of the 
; fugitive, whose assistance was always freely given. 

they agreed to accept $400, which was paid. In a few 


years, by industry and economy, he returned the full APE Be gs COIR 


(Born Fifth mo, 12th, 1803.) 


Many slaves were sent from Daniel Gibbons to Jere- 
® = miah Moore’s at Christiana. They were to know his 
residence by its being “the first house over the bridge 
where the public road crossed the railroad.” He se- 
4 creted them in one of the upper rooms in his house, and 
when they were brought down to meals the doors were 
bolted. He not unfrequently noticed parties whom he 
knew to be pro-slavery in principle and unscrupulous in 
character, loitering a long time in the adjacent woods 
under pretence of gunning, or coming to the house os- 
tensibly on other business, when their scrutinizing looks 
and other actions led to a strong suspicion, and even 
conviction, that their object was to ascertain if slaves 
were there, and if so to inform on them. 

From Moore’s the fugitives were sent in a furniture 
wagon in care of a trusty colored man to James Ful- 
ton’s, Ercildoun, eight miles distant. 

Abraham Johnson, a young slave, belonging to a Mr. 
Wheeler, of Cecil county, Md., hearing that he was to 
be sold next day, told his mother. Early in the night 
they, with his sister and her child, fled to that well 
known colored man, on the Susquehanna, Robert Loney, 
who ferried fugitives across the river in the night at vari- 


a small farm with good buildings. He died in 1873. 
About the year 1848 there lived in “ Wolf Hollow,” 
near Pine Grove Forge, Lancaster county, a free colored 
man, who had married a slave woman. They had sey- | 
eral children. Early one morning, after he had gone 
to a neighbor’s to work, some men drove up in a covered 
wagon, entered the house, dragged the wife and children 
out of bed, bound them, loaded them in the wagon with 
others they had kidnapped, some of whom were free, 
and drove off at a rapid rate toward Maryland, eight 
miles distant. Their actions were witnessed by a person 
near by, who immediately informed the neighbors, and * 
Joseph C. Taylor, James Woodrow, Joseph Peirce and 
others mounted their horses and gave chase. Overtaking - 
them near the Maryland line, Taylor dashed by, then 
wheeling his horse and facing them, he raised to his 
shoulder an old musket without a lock, and ordered ~~ 
them to surrender. Not liking the appearance of the 
deadly looking weapon pointed at them, they halted, 
and the others of the party just then coming up took the 
kidnappers, with the colored people they had stolen, pris- * 
oners. They locked them up in Lowe’s tavern and went to 
Lancaster to procure legal authority to arrest them for 
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CHAPTER VI. 


JOSEPH AND CALEB C. Hoop.—Women Aided by Rev. Charles T.. 


Torrey on His Last Trip to Maryland.—Sketch of the Life of 
TorREY.—Three Men Who Had Been Engaged in the Christiana 
Riot.—Other Incidents.—LinDLEY CoaTEs.—Incidents.—JosHuA 
BRINTON.—Incidents. 


JOSEPH AND CALEB C. HOOD. 


Joseph Hood (Born Twelfth month 5th, 1812.—Died 
Ninth month 27th, 1866), and his brother Caleb C. 
(Born Fourth month 6th, 1817), of Bart township, Lan- 


caster county, gave assistance to fugitives at all times 


when called upon. 

Eight, whom it was necessary to hurry along with 
great speed, were sent to the home of Joseph and Caleb 
C. Hood, one night in the spring of 1843, by Joseph 
Smith, of Drumore township. They were given some- 
thing to eat, and taken by Caleb the same night to 
Lindley Coates, where they were secreted until the fol- 
lowing night, and then taken further on. 

On another occasion, Joseph Smith sent to their 
place an elderly colored woman with her son and 
daughter. Caleb took them to James Fulton’s. 

On their way, the woman told him they had been 
brought from Baltimore to a place on the Susquehanna 
by Rey. Charles T. Torrey. The slaveholders got on 
their track and nearly overtook them when they reached 
the river. They crossed, however, in safety, but Torrey 
on his return for another load, fell into the hands of his 
pursuers, was taken to Baltimore, tried, sentenced to 


OCESS, PATO FCG. @, 16S 


CALEB C. HOOD. 
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the premises might be searched. They wanted to pro- 
ceed at once to Canada; but their clothes were at their. 
homes, and the money due them in the hands of their. 
employers, and they dare not return for them lest they a 

might be captured. At their desire, Caleb went next 
day, collected their money and clothing and delivered 
it to them that night. Howard’s wife sent especial re- 
quest for them not to attempt to leave the country then,: 
as every place was closely watched. Taking a woman 3 
advice, proverbial for being best in emergencies, they“ 
gave up their plans of risking an attempt to escape in 
the midst of so much danger. The family gave them 
victuals, and saw no more of them for two weeks, when 
they returned one dark and rainy night at’ 12 o’clock, - 
and called them up. They had been secreted during” 
that time under the floor of a colored man’s house in™ 
Drumore township, and now felt the time had come for 
them to “strike for liberty.” Caleb took them that 
night to Eli Hambleton’s. On the following night Eli - Q 
took them ten miles to the next station. In ten days 
they reached Canada. Howard then wrote to his wife, 
who immediately sold their household goods and went 
to him. 

There was a this time a colored woman named Maria 
living at C. C. Hood’s, who one day, when a slave, 
heard her master selling her to a slave-trader to go 
South. Horritied at the prospective change, she lost 
no time making her escape, and through agencies on 
the Underground Railroad got to William Howard’s, 
thence to C. C. Hood’s, where she had been living but 
a week when the Christiana riot occurred. She was the | 
mother of nine children, eight of whom she left in 4 
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slavery. One, a son, had preceded her, and was living 
with Moses Whitson. In the following winter he went 
to Massachusetts. Obtaining employment there by 
which he could support his mother, he wrote for her to 
come. Cyrus Burleigh was at that time at Hood’s, and 
proposed, that if she would remain afew weeks until he 
was ready to return to Massachusetts, near where her 
son was living, he would see her safely to the place. 
She assented, and at the appointed time she met him in 
Philadelphia, and was taken care of to the end of her 
journey. 

In 1828 or 1829 a fugitive slave was living with 
Truman Cooper, in Sadsbury, Lancaster county. One 
day two slaveholders who had received information of 
him, accompanied by a guide, entered the field where 
he was at work, and watching the opportunity to seize 
him when he could not resist, bound his hands behind 
him and carried him off. A boy living with Cooper 
saw the transaction and immediately carried word to 
Thomas Hood’s tannery, near by, when John Hood and 
Allen Smith started in pursuit of them. Overtaking 
them at John Smoker’s they engaged in a kind of easy 
familiar conversation until they ascertained that the 
party was going to put up tor the night at Quigg’s 
tavern, Georgetown. Then riding in adyance they 
notified the colored people of that vicinity, who as- 
sembled with arms after dark, and surrounded the house 
in ambush. While the party were at supper, Hannah 
Quiggs, the landlady, secretly loosened the slave 
handeutts, when, with the bound of a liberated hare, he 
opened the door and fled. The slaveholders and their 
guide rushed out to pursue him, but a dusky phalanx 
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discussions upon moral reform in which he felt an active 
interest. One noted characteristic he possessed was a 
remarkable astuteness in so cross-questioning an oppo- 
nent as to elicit answers confuting his own argument. 
Benjamin Jones, the humorous poet who portrayed 
the characteristics of leading abolitionists in amusing 
rhymes, thus pays his compliments to Lindley Coates : 


Pray Lindley, don’t vex one, 
By asking a question, 

That answered, upsets his own side ; 
’Tis very perplexing, "1 
And shamefully vexing, 

For one’s self to prove he has lied: 

Tis, Friend Coates ! 
For one’s self to prove he has lied. 


He was opposed to avarice, and considered it one of 
the greatest evils instigating men to impose one upon 
another. 

Slaves came to his place from Maryland and con- 
tiguous States, from Daniel Gibbons, Thomas Whitson 
and others, and were taken to James Williams, Joseph 
Fulton, Mordecai Hayes, Emmor Kimber and to other 
stations, as seemed best, according to circumstances or 
exigences at the time. Some who were very intelligent 
were taken a considerable distance and then directed 
how and where to go. Some called who were steering 
for Canada, taking the North Star as their guide. These 
: would obtain the names of the Underground Railroad 
g agents along the route, and then proceed by themselves, 
ql taking their own enances. 

Connected with the vast numbers who passed through 
.- his hands there were many exciting incidents and nar- 
4 row escapes, the particulars of which are not now re- 
membered. It was a custom with the family to make 
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an existence and was an advocate of immediate emanci- 
pation when the name of William Lloyd Garrison was 
comparatively little known. He was a man of great 


simplicity of character and of inflexible moral honesty, © 
and was endowed with a mind of unusual vigor and of - 


the strictest logical accuracy. On all the great questions 
of the day his views were clear and decided. He was 


quick to see and prompt to embrace the truth, and few. 


had more skill than he in detecting and exposing the 
fallacies of error. Though not a man of liberal educa- 
tion, he was moderately well read and more than com- 
monly well informed ; and, although not a fluent speaker, 
his high order of reasoning powers gave him a strength 
in debate which made him a formidable opponent and 
secured for him an enviable distinction among the early 
champions of the anti-slavery cause. His reputation 
was not confined to Pennsylvania; he was known and 


appreciated by the friends of the cause throughout all 


the country. 

“In 1840, when the new organization schism took place 
at New York, he was chosen president of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, and filled, creditably and satisfac- 
torily, the duties of’ that office till, upon his resignation, 
William Lloyd Garrison, its present incumbent, was ap- 
pointed to take his place. For the last few years, owing 
to ill health, he has taken but little part in the anti- 
slavery conflict; but his heart beat true to the cause. 

“Tf he was less confident and more apprehensive as to 
immediate results, it was because disease had impaired 
his natural hopefulness ; his principles had undergone 
no change and his faith in their final triumph “ knew 
no shadow of turning.” : 


B 
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“He died as he had lived, a true friend of freedom, 
and his name will be preserved in the history of the 
anti-slavery enterprise as one of its ablest and most 
worthy champions.” 

Lindley Coates was a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1837, and made the most strenuous ef- 
forts to prevent the insertion of the word “ white” into 
the organic law of the State of Pennsylvania, whereby 
the suffrage was restricted to members of the Caucasian 
race. Thomas Earle and Thaddeus Stevens, also promi- 
nent members of the convention, worked hard against 
this change, but all without avail. 


JOSHUA BRINTON. 
(Born February 28th, 1811.) 

The house of Joshua Brinton, Salisbury, Lancaster 
county, was not on any of the direct routes, and was 
therefore not one of the regular stations. Yet as he was 
well known for his kindness, and his sympathy for the 
condition of the colored race, fugitives were frequently 
directed to his place which was called by many “a home 
for colored people.” 

He often hired those whom he strongly suspected to 
have come from the South. But when he saw they were 
not disposed to talk much in reference to themselves, he 
deemed it best to know as little as possible of their his- 
tory. He directed many to safe places where they 
found employment. They had implicit confidence in all 
he said and did for them, and that confidence was not 


misplaced. 
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with directions to travel only at night. Some tims 
terward she received a letter from him stating that he 
had arrived there and had found employment. 
About 7 o’clock on the morning after the Christiana a 
riot two women, one carrying a child, called at the door,#% 
much excited and in great distress, and asked if “some 
thing could not be done for them; they didn’t kno 
what to do, nor where to go to.” On being asked who 
they were, they replied they were the wives of Parker 
and Pinkney: that they had got away from their mas 
ters the afternoon before, and were endeavoring to es: 
cape to some place of safety. As soon as it was dark’ 
in the evening they started out, but getting bewildered 
they had wandered about all night, while the home the 
left was but five miles distant. They were asked wh 
they came there, and replied that on the road they in- 
quired who lived at that house, and when told, they: 
thought they would have friends there who would do. 
something for them. Mary Ann, with a woman’s sym- 
pathy and that inspiration and impulse that come in the 
hour of need, took the case into her own hands at once, 
and ordered “Julia” to run out the carriage while she’ 
went to the field to ask her brother for one of their. 
fleetest young horses. 

“ What for?” he asked. : 
She told him. He remonstrated with her against 
such a dangerous adventure, and refused her the horse, 
saying she would have all their property confiscated. 
But she persisted, and would not be put off. He told © 
her then she might take “old blind Nance,” thinking ~ 
possibly she would not risk going with her. But she & 
did. And when ready to start, the question arose in her 


bc 
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mind, Where shall I take them? She thought of some 
persons near Caln Friends’ Meeting-house who were 
wanting help, and went there, thinking she could secure 
places for them until the officers had left their 
neighborhood. But all in vain. Every one she 
called upon refused to take them. Evening now came 
on; and as they drove through a wood, the darkness of 
approaching night, with their want of success thus far, 
began to bring a shade of gloom over their spirits, and 
they halted to consider what they should do next. 
While thus deliberating in silence, they saw a little col- 
ored woman coming toward them, carrying a tub on her 
head. Mary Ann asked her some questions and then 
began to explain their situation, when the colored woman 
interrupted her by saying, “ You need not tell me. I 
knows, I knows all about it. I’ve helped in many a 
scrape this. Just drive down the hill there, you'll see 
my house. Just go in an’ set them down; I’ll be back 
in a little bit.” They did as she directed. What this 
little colored woman did with them, we have not been 
able to find out. The last account received of them 
was, that they had got to Edwin H. Coates, who took 
them to Thomas Hopkins, and he conveyed them to 
Norristown on the eve of the Governor’s election. They 
were then placed on board the cars at Bridgeport, in 
care of Benjamin Johnson, colored, who accompanied 
them to Canada where they joined their husbands. Po- 
litical excitement being intense that evening in Norris- 
town, their escape was effected without much suspicion. 

The editors have received the following additional 
reminiscences from a son of Joseph Fulton: . 

“ Among my recollections of father’s connection with 
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had been betrayed by persons of his own color who per- 
suaded him to go to a colored man who professed to tell: 
fortunes. This fortune-teller told him if he would tell 
his master’s name, his own name when in slavery, and 
where he came from, he would put a spell upon his ms 
ter so that he couldn’t touch him if he did see hin 
For this blessed immunity Henry paid him ten dollars, 
The man of “rare gift” then wrote to the master tell- 
ing where Henry was. In a short time there burst 
upon him the sad realization that for—not thirty, but 
ten pieces of silver, he had been betrayed by this color. 
ed Judas into the hands of his master, to be carried 
back to his former home, and in all probability to suffer 
the fate of the majority of remanded slaves—to be 
“ sold to go far South.” 
In about a month the master returned, bringing with 
him a number of witnesses who proved Henry to be his 
property. Moses Whitson was present at the examina- 
tion. He offered to buy Henry, but the master would 
not sell him; saying that “when he lost Jack” (which 
was Henry’s slave name) “he lost his best nigger.” 
In a few weeks these same men returned to take an- 
other fugitive from the same neighborhood. The owner, 
on this visit, told Lindley Coates, he had sold Henry to 
a man in Natchez, for $1,800. 
A colored woman named Elizabeth was sent by ~ 
Daniel Gibbons to Moses Whitson’s. Needing help in 
the house at that time, they employed her. Her master 
received information of where she was, and taking a 
man with him in a two-horse wagon started out for his 
property. They arrived at Mount Vernon tavern, Lan- 
caster county, in the evening and remained over night. 
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Early in the morning they went to Moses Whitson’s, en- 
tered the kitchen, seized the woman, testified to her be- 
longing to one of the men, and took her with them to 
the tavern. Then ordering their breakfast, they sat 
down to it with a hearty relish and cheerful serenity 
after the morning’s triumph. Benjamin Whipper, a 
colored man living with Whitson, saw the transaction, 
and without a moment’s delay notified William Parker 
and other colored people in the neighborhood who at 
once assembled and devised means for her rescue. Four 
or five of the men concealed themselves by the roadside 
below the tavern, while Whipper watched the departure 
of the slave-hunters, and then, mounted on a white horse 
of Whitson’s, rode behind the wagon containing the 
woman, to designate it from other wagons. As soon as 
the party approached these men they bounded like lions 
from their covert, seized the horses and turned them in 
the road. The slaveholder drew his pistol, but before 
he could fire, one of the colored men struck him upon 
the arm, breaking it. The other man fired, but without 
effect. The negroes then fell upon the slave-catchers, 
pummelled them severely, and then let them proceed on 
their way to reflect that fugitive slaves are dangerous 
people for negro hunters to encounter in a Free State 
while in the attempt to carry one of their number back 
to the condition of chattel property. 

Not thinking it safe to return the woman to Moses 
Whitson’s, she was taken to one of the neighbors, and 
thence sent to Emmor Kimber with whom she lived 
two years. 

Some slaves belonging to a widow in Elkton, Md., 
ran away, and coming into Lancaster county, one hired 
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in search of him, heard of his arrest, proceeded to th 
jail, identified him and was about taking legal measures 
to remove him, when he deliberately walked up to his’ 
coat which was hanging in his cell, drew from it a razo: 
and cut his throat, rather than -be returned to his re 
volting experience in slavery. 

The owner of a fugitive slave girl living with Abra 
ham Bonsall came there one day and seeing her, at onc 
identified her and proceeded to carry her off. She ran? 
to Abraham’s wife Mary, and with piteous cries and 
screams clung to her, but was forcibly dragged from he 
side and borne away. Mary’s sympathy for the poor. 
girl, and the rough manner in which she was taken pro- 
duced a shock upon her nervous system from which sh 
never recovered. 

During and subsequent to the year 1810 Elisha’ 
Tyson, of Baltimore, Md., forwarded colored people to’ 
Jacob Lindley, near Avondale, Chester county. He 
sent them to Philip Price, East Bradford, north of 
Strode’s mill, and he to Abram Bonsall, who by this. 
time had removed near to Valley creek bridge, on the: 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Abram sent them to Isaiah “# 
Kirk, near Pughtown, or to Enoch Walker’s at Moore 
Hall Mill, east of Valley Forge. 


THOMAS BONSALL. 
(Born 1797.—Died 1882.) 

Thomas Bonsall, son of Abraham, settled on a pro- 
perty near Wagontown, in West Caln, since owned by 
Steele, Worth and Gibbons. Fugitives were frequently 
sent to him by Daniel Gibbons, with a piece of paper 
containing his name. Pro-slavery men in the neighbor- 
hood were never approached by the fugitives, but they 
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knew who Thomas was, and that his place was one of 
the stations on the road. They frequently asked: “ How 
is it that fugitives never come to us and tell of their 
running away, but somehow they always get to you 
abolitionists?” ‘Oh,’ Thomas replied, “I suppose we 
look at them differently.” He lived on this farm thirty- 
three years, during the whole of which period he was 
an active agent, but kept no notes of the number he 
passed along. His hired men frequently tried to find if 
any were hidden in the barn, by running a pitchfork 
into the hay and straw mows, hoping to plunge it into 
the body of a negro. But they were safely placed in 
the granary of his double-decker barn, and his daughter 
carried them food. Well did they know the approach 
of her footsteps, and the kind hand that gently tapped 
at their door as a signal that she was there. But when 
others were about all was quiet. 

Thirteen were secreted in his barn at one time during 
the period of the Fugitive Slave Law when the pro- 
slavery men of the North were exasperated to the high- 
est pitch of passion against the “detested abolitionists ” 
who opposed this law as antagonistic to humanity, and 
a blemish upon the escutcheon of a republic assuming 
to he free, and to be based upon the principle of equal 
rights to man. 

The majority of those who stopped at Thomas Bon- 
sall’s were passed to John Vickers, Lionville, until after 
his death, when they were sent to Gravner Marsh, East 
Caln. 

At one time Lindley Coates or Thomas Whitson 
asked Thomas Bonsall if there could not be some means 
devised by which they could meet together and form a 
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of the others hired a few miles distant; but non 
them would ever reveal, except to these “ agents” tha 
they had ever been in slavery, lest they might be in 
formed upon. : 
Two women from Alabama narrated the wretched an 
degrading treatment imposed upon them and others in 
the rice swamps and cotton plantations of the far South 
During the very busy season in time of cotton picking & 
they were compelled to work all day, and during moon: 
light nights until nearly morning, not being allowed 
time to rest, nor to eat, but had to carry a small bag 0: 
corn around their neck from which they might pick the 
grains and eat while at work, while the driver with his. 
whip kept them continually going to the utmost limit 0 
their strength. The field hands were kept in a state of: 
nudity, and when allowed to sleep at nights they were 
huddled together in a pen; and, with ball and chain at- 
tached to each to prevent their running off, were thus 
left to lie down and sleep together like so many brute ~ 
beasts. These two women were assisted by asea captain | 
to make their escape. : 
This treatment of slaves in the most Southern Slave = 
States by some only, we can hope, of the planters, might 
seem incredible to us of the North who were unaccus- 
tomed to seeing such treatment of laborers, were the ac- 
counts not corroborated by others who were successful 
enough to escape from that section. It was a knowledge 
of this usage which gave the slaves of the more North- 
ern States such a horror of being “sold to go South.” - a 
The two women and a boy spoken of in the account 
of Jacob Bushong, who were arrested in his house and 
taken to Lancaster county jail from which they es- 
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caped, and through Daniel Gibbons and others were 
taken to Thomas Bonsall’s, were secreted by him until 
next night when he took them to John Vickers. The 
night being dark, he rode on horseback a short distance 
in advance of the wagon containing them. This was a 
hazardous ride, as their pursuers were searching the 
country around for them, ready not only to fasten again 
upon them the chains of an ignominious servitude, but 
to fasten upon every abolitionist who aided them the in- 
exorable chains of the Fugitive Slave Law. But He 
who said “ Whatsoever ye do unto the least of one of 
these my brethren ye do unto me,” seemed to guide 
them through the darkness of night, through the perils 
of opposition to this law, and cheered the hearts of 
these pilots in their mission of love and mercy to the 
unfortunate ones of a race whose burden was heavy, 
and whose yoke was grievous to be borne. 

Not only were those early anti-slavery advocates 
reviled by the pro-slavery portion of the community, 
but abusive epithets were heaped upon their children, 
who, even at school, were taunted on account of their 
parents being “ abolitionists,” a term they contumeliously 
applied as a stigma of reproach and disgrace. 

When the colored people in the vicinity of Christiana 
first celebrated the Emancipation proclamation the 
captain of the company meeting Thomas Bonsall, and 
knowing him to be one of the old Underground Rail- 
road agents, ordered three cheers for him, which were 
given with a zest and exuberance of spirit such as they 
only can feel who have known and experienced the 
rapture of a sudden transition from the degrading 
thraldom of a slave to the enobling rights of a man. 

B* 
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which led to their capture; and when opportunity 
offered, they assisted in kidnapping free negroes, and 
carrying them into the Border States to be sold. This ex. 
asperated the colored people against all slave-hunters 
and they held meetings, assisted by their white friends, to’ 
consider and adopt means for self-protection. The man 
who stood prominent among their race in that vicinity 
as one of acknowledged intelligence and indomitable 
will, was William Parker. He possessed a strong social : 
nature, and would at any time put his own body in dan- 
ger to protect a friend. These qualities gained for him 
the respect of a very large class in that community: for 


‘Kindness by secret sympathy is tied; 
«nd noble souls in nature are allied.” 


He had repeatedly foiled the kidnappers in their un- 
dertakings, rushed upon them in defiance of their ~ 
weapons, beaten and driven them before him out of the 
neighborhood, as one man may put a herd of buffaloes 
to flight. He was therefore the one above all others 
whom they wished to get rid of. 


Before entering upon even a brief narrative of that 
tragedy, it may be due the general reader to advert to 
some of the earlier and the later incidents in the life of 
Parker, as it was to him the colored people looked up - 
in his neighborhood as their head and leader, and 
around whom they gathered when armed slayeholders 
and their aids, headed by Edward Gorsuch, attempted 
to capture some of his slaves and carry them back into 
slavery; the resistance to which resulted in a fight, 
made national by a trial for treason instituted by the 
slaveholders, and in the death of Edward Gorsuch. 
Wittiam Parker was born a slave in Anne Arundel 


county, Maryland. His master, who was somewhat 
easy with his slaves, neither very harsh nor very in- 
dulgent, died before Parker grew to know much about 
him. His mother also died while he was quite young; 
and to his grandmother, he said, he was indebted for 
the little kindness he received in his early childhood. 
No mention is made as to who was his father. : 

After his mother’s death he was sent to the “Quarters,” 
which consisted of a number of low buildings in which 
slaves of both sexes were lodged and fed. One of these 
buildings was set apart for single people and for chil- 
dren whose parents had been sold or otherwise disposed 
of. This building was 100 feet long and 30 wide, with 
a fireplace at each end and a row of small rooms on 
each side. In this place all were huddled together. The 
larger and stronger children would push forward and 
occupy the best and warmest places, and make the 
smaller and weaker stand back and occupy the less 
desirable positions. This principle, however, is not 
peculiar to these little parentless negro children thrown 
together in one room like animals in a stock-pen, but 
manifests itself among far too many of the intelligent 
and even professedly religious class of white people 
whose love for lucre prompts to individual oppression, 
that by pushing another aside they may gain the coveted 
object of their desire. Alas for the injunction, “ Bear 
ye one another’s burdens!” 

Young Parker’s grandmother being cook at the 
“great house,” could only do him her little acts of kind- 
ness when she had the opportunity of going to the 
“Quarters.” 

As he grew older, “his rights at the fire-place,” he re- 
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a very large man, said: “You are the fellows this ad 
vertisement calls for,” at the same time reading to them’ 
out of a paper. It was their description exactly. The 
man continued: ; oe 

“You must go back.” 

Parker signified that they would not. 

“T have taken many a runaway and I can take you,” 
replied the man as he put one hand in his pocket as if. 
to draw a pistol, and reached the other toward Parker’ 
who struck him across the arm with a heavy stick. Th 
arm fell as if broken. Battle commenced. The men_ 
ran. The boys gave chase, determined to inflict still ~ 
greater injuries, but the men outran them. 

When nearing Columbia, in the darkness of night, : 
they heard men coming behind them ; they dropped into* 
a fence-corner to let them pass. They recognized the 
voice of one as that of their master. 

They both arrived safely in Lancaster county and 
hired with farmers. Kidnapping and rumors of kid- 
nappers were of frequent occurrence and kept the col- 

_ ored people in a constant state of apprehension. They 
formed an organization for self-protection, and to pre- = 
vent any of their number from being carried into 
slavery. In that part of Lancaster county the majority 
of white people were very hostile to negroes; and if 
slaveholders or kidnappers wished to enter a house they 
did not hesitate to break open doors and forcibly make 

_their entrance. a 

This unwelcome intrusion was made at the house of 
one of Parker's friends while he was there visiting and | 
discussing the dangers to which they were subjected from 
these parties of white men. 


a 


About three or four came and 3 
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knocked. Upon refusing to tell who they were, admit- 
tance was denied them. They opened the door and 
walked in. The leader drew a pistol on Parker who 
seized a pair of heavy tongs, struck him a severe blow 
in the face which knocked him senseless for a few mo- 
ments; the others did not dare to risk an encounter, but 
lifting up their injured comrade, walked sullenly away. 
This began to give Parker a reputation among both the 
colored people and the kidnapping fraternity for un- 
daunted boldness and remarkable power. He had re- 
solved that “no slaveholder or kidnapper should take 
back a fugitive if he could but get his eye on him.” 
And they had abundant testimony of how faithfully he 
kept his word. Neither unequal numbers, nor pistols 
pointed at him could impress him with a thought of 
fear. It was a remark of Lindley Coates that “he was 
bold as a lion, the kindest of men, and the warmest and 
most steadfast of friends.” 

He led a few colored men against far superior num- 
bers at the Court-house in Lancaster to rescue a man 
whom the slave-owner had proved to be his property. 
Pistols were fired, stones and brick-bats thrown at him, 
but he heeded them not. They unbound the man, but 
he was so bewildered by the sudden struggle that he 
stood still and allowed himself to be bound again and 
taken back to the jail. During this time the slave- 
owners and their posse, with a number of pro-slavery 
co-adjutors were trying to arrest the blacks. Three 
times they had Parker, but they were to him as the 
green withes to Samson. One after another fell before 
the heavy blows dealt by his strong arm, until the others 
turned and fled. The friends of the recaptured man 
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Managers of the Underground Railroad depot in Phila, 
delphia, who were in close communication and knew 
everything of importance that was transpiring, learned 
that dward Gorsuch, of Maryland, with several others 
was in the city orrene ee Re for the capturing of 


successfully did ee managers, or Viviane Commit-- 
tee, carry out their part of the work, that they ascer-. 


allies, and sent one of their trusty agents, Samuel Wil- 
liams, a colored man, to accompany the party, and 


He left the cars at Penningtonyille (now 
Atglen), and proceeded hastily to Christiana and gave 
the information before the party, who had separated 
and taken different routes, had met at the place they 
had designated. 

Parker’s friends remained in the house all night. In 
the morning before daylight, (September 11th, 1851), | g 
when one of them started out, he was met by two men, 
while others came up simultaneously on either side.’ He - 
ran back to the house, and up stairs where Parker and 
his wife were sleeping, and shouted “ Kidnappers! Kid- 
!” He was followed by the men, one of whom, 


ing danger. 


nappers ! 
Henry H. Kline, started up stairs after him. He was 
met by Parker who asked, “ Who are you?” 
“Tam the United States Marshal,” answered Kline. 
Parker cautioned him against advancing further. 
“Tam United States Marshal,” bavwled. Kline again 
with the evident assurance that the announcement of 
his legal authority would intimidate the negroes. 


UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 117 


“T don’t care for you nor the United States,” replied 
Parker with an emplass that convinced Kline it was 
not an ordinary “nigger” he was encountering. 

Pinkney then spoke, and said “they might as well 
give up.” 

Parker rebuked him. A colloquy then ensued be- 
tween Kline and Parker, when Edward Gorsuch ad- 


‘yanced, and with some remarks began ascending the 


stairs. 

Parker told him he might come, but warned him of 
the consequences. 

Kline told Gorsuch to stop and he would read the 
warrant to Parker. He did’so. But he might as well 
have read’ it to the Rock of Gibralter and commanded 
it to come down and crumble at his feet. Gorsuch then 
told Kline to go up as he was marshal. He started 
again, saying, “I am coming.” 

“Come on,” said Parker. 

But Kline’s vaunted interpidity failed him. He 
went back and urged the negroes to “give up with- 
out any more fuss, that he was bound to take them 
anyhow.” 

But all talk availed nothing. Kline then threatened 
to burn the house, and ordered his men to bring straw. 

“Burn us,” said Parker, “but you can’t take us. 
None but a coward would talk like that.” 

By this time daylight was appearing. Parker’s wife 
asked if she should blow the horn. He assented. She 
blew it from a garret window. Kline wanted to know 
what it meant. Parker made no answer. It was an 
understanding among the colored people that when a 
horn was blown they were to run to the spot. Kline 
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offered the use of anything in his house that might be 
needed for the comfort of the wounded. ; 


thought best for him and Pinkney and Johnson to do. 
Levi advised them to start for Canada that night. — 


erson’s wounds. He pronounced them serious, but not 
fatal. Levi Pownall put a soft bed in a wagon and had 
Dickerson conveyed upon it to his house, where for three 


did not expect this from Quakers, whom he had learned © 
to despise as abolitionists. As each became acquainted 
with the other during his stay, they grew to esteem him 
for the noble characteristics which he possessed, and he * 
manifested gratitude for the kind and home-like nursing > 
he received at their hands. They told him they had no , } 
sympathy with the institution of slavery, but that should © 
not deter them from giving him the kind care and sym- 

pathy due from man to man. : ; 


In the afternoon Levi Pownall, Jr., went to the house | 


of Parker to look after clothing, ete. To his surprise 
he found a great number of letters put away in safe 
places. He carried them home, and on examination 
they proved to be from escaped fugitives, many of © § 
whom Parker had assisted. Had these letters been 
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found by the slaveholders or the United States Marshall 
they would have led to the detection of the slaves, and 
would have divulged the means by which they had 
escaped. He destroyed them all. 

When night came Levi Pownall’s house was crowded 
with friends of the wounded man, together with com- 
missioners, deputy marshalls, lawyers, ete., all of whom 
were there entertained. A police force filled the front 
porch and yard, as the party feared they might be at- 
tacked by colored people and abolitionists, 

After dark, Parker, Pinkney and Johnson, who were 
unaware of what was going on at the house, were ob- 
served by the family cautiously approaching the kitchen 
part of the dwelling. One of the women went out, 
quickly brought them-in at that door, which fortunately 
was not guarded, and apprised them of their danger. 
On entering, they had to pass so near to one of the 
guards at a partly open door that the lady’s dress rubbed 
against them. 

A counsel was held in a whisper, in a dark room. It 
was decided to dress the men in good clothes, especially 
hats, and let them walk boldly out the front door, ac- 
companied by some of' the ladies. Sarah Pownall, wife 
of Levi, with her characteristic thoughtfulness and 
motherly kindness inquired of them if they had eaten 
anything during the day. They said they had not. She 
filled a pillow case with provisions and gave it to one of 
the younger children who put it under a tree at some 
distance from the house, and returning, told the men 
where to find it. All things being in readiness, and the 
men admonished to silence, they walked out past the 


guards, accompanied by E. B. Pownall and her sister, 
a 
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changed. It proves that there was no warrant for the 
arrest of the men living in our house, but for other | 
men; and we have a legal claim for damages against 

those who entered our house and destroyed property. 

Thee has no legal claim against us.” Nothing further. 
was ever said about a suit for damages. 

This action of Parker, Pinkney, and Johnson in self- 
defense against slayeholders who had no legal claim to 
them, nor any warrant, actually, for their arrest, who 
fired the first shot in the affray, and the refusal of Cast- 
ner Hanway, Elijah Lewis and others to assist in ar- 
resting these colored men, under the Fugitive Slave. 
Act, was considered by Southerners as Treason, which’ 
means, in the language of the Constitution, “ levying 
war against the United States, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort.” Hanway was 
the first, and only one tried under that charge. Theo- 
dore Cuyler, Esq., in his speech for the defense said; 
“ Do the facts of the case sustain the charge? 

“Sir—Did you hear it? That three harmless, non- 
resisting Quakers, and eight and thirty wretched, miser- 
able, penniless negroes, armed with corn-cutters, clubs, 
and a few muskets, and headed by a miller, in a felt 
hat, without a coat, without arms, and mounted ona 
sorrel nag, levied war against the United States? 
Blessed be God that our Union has survived the shock.” 

When the Southern men with the United States Mar- 
shal and his aids fled from the fight, a gentleman from 
Baltimore, whose name we withold, ran _precipitately 
across a field to the house of Thomas Pownall, and 
without stopping at the door to knock, or to ask permis- 
sion to enter, rushed in, got under a bed, and begged 
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one of the women to bring him a razor to shave off his 
beard, that the negroes might not recognize him. His 
beard was dark and very heavy. He removed it, 
wrapped it in a paper, and left it under the bed. The 
paper was discovered next morning and opened, and lo! 
the beard was white! 

In the evening he went to Levi Pownall’s, He was 
very nervous, and apprehensive of every noise. During 
the night he became alarmed. He thought the negroes 
were marshalling near by to attack them. He could 
hear the toot of horns and the answer. He aroused 
those who were sleeping in the room with him, and his 
fears could not be quieted until it was discovered that 
the noise he heard was the sound of water dropping 
down a spout from the corner of the house. 

The wives of Parker and Pinkney, who had formerly 
been slaves, went to the home of their mother. They 
were there captured and taken back to the town. 

Pinkney’s wife asked permission to return and get 
her baby to take with her. Her request was granted, 
and the man having the two women in custody took 
both with him in a dearborne. When arriving opposite 
the house, which stood across a field, with no lane to it, 
he allowed the women to go for the child while he re- 
mained in the vehicle. As they staid an unusual length 
of time, his suspicions became aroused. He hitched the 
horse and went to the house. Entering it he saw no one. 
An empty cradle first greeted his eye. Baby and 
women had gone; and he was left alone to ponder over 
the “ vicissitude of earthly things.” 

By some means unknown, the slayeholders got the 
mother, who, it is said, gave herself’ up, and expressed 
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« 

ner Hanway for treason he was removed to Lancaster 
prison to await a trial upon charge of complicity in the 
riot. No bill being found against any of them, they 
were discharged. He was then taken in custody by the’ 
slaveholders, driven to Penningtonville in the night, 
hand-cuffed and placed in charge of two men in the bar- 
room of a hotel until morning. Before daylight, the 
hostler seeing the men were drowsy, went to the door, 
quietly unfastened it and beckoned to the slave who,” 
seeing the opportunity offered him to escape, quickly 
left and ran across the fields to the house of William © 
Williams, a colored Methodist minister living in a tene-_ 
ment of Diller Ferree’s, near Parkesburg. The preacher 
filed off his fetters, which the slave put in his pocket as 
a memento of the occasion, and then started for Phila- 
delphia, accompanied by Williams, taking the ridge on 
north valley hill to avoid the public highway. As they 
were crossing a stream near Parkesburg they met some 
men, when Williams, feeling apprehensive of detection 
told the colored man he would better get rid of the cufts. 
Accepting the suggestion, he dropped them in the 
stream. He arrived safely in Philadelphia, and from 
there was forwarded to Canada. Joseph P. Scarlett, 
learning where he had left those interesting (?) relics 
went to the place, found them, and kept them in his pos- 
session for several years. 

The wife of this slaye went to Lindley Coates’, and 
from there was sent through other agents to Canada. 

One of the colored prisoners, a pious man, who was 
arrested and put in Moyamensing jail, was heard by 
Anthony E. Roberts, United States Marshal, praying 
to the Lord to “shake Kline over Hell,” but in the ful- 
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ness of his charity he ejaculated, “ but Lord, don’t drap 
him in.” 

A letter was found in the hat of Edward Gorsuch, 
giving information of his slaves with names, aliases, ete. 
A description of some colored people in the vicinity of 
Christiana, the locality of Parker’s house, etc. The 
writing corresponded with that of a white man in 
the neighborhood who professed to be an abolitionist, 
and who had frequently endeavored to elicit from them 
such knowledge as he supposed they possessed in refer- 
ence to certain colored persons whom he suspected to be 
slaves. Among the negroes he assumed to be their 
faithful friend. The letter was signed with his initials. 
After the fear of the colored people had somewhat 
abated, their feeling of indignation toward him for this 
treacherous act became so intense, that, apprehending 
revenge from them, he disappeared from that section, 
and has not been known to return there since. 

Parker came back to Pennsylvania in the summer of 
1872. In August he spoke at a political meeting in 
Christiana, and spent several days there visiting friends. 

Castner Hanway and Elijah Lewis, who refused to as- 
sist the slaveholders in capturing their slaves when the 
warrant was read to them, were arrested upon charge of 
Treason, and Joseph P. Scarlett and thirty-five negroes 
were arrested with them. They were all taken to Phila- 
delphia, and confined in Moyamensing prison 97 days. 
Castner Hanway was tried in the Circuit Court of the 
United States, for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
held in Philadelphia in November and December, 1851, 
before Judges Grier and Kane. The jury, after being 
out about fifteen minutes, returned a verdict of Nor 
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“Thee shall have the opportunity,” said Whitson. . 

“T will be glad of it,” said Thorne emphatically ; and” 
he had abundant opportunities after that, and gave as- 
sistance to all who came to this newly established sta- 
tion. This was in 1850, after the passage of the “ Fu- 
gitive Slave Law.” 

Many were sent to him by Thomas Whitson and 
many others by Lindley Coates, Joshua Brinton, J oseph » 
Moore, Joseph Fulton and James Williams. He sent © 
them in the night to other stations—generally Bonsall’s * 
—in a covered wagon in care of trusty colored men, 
Some remained a few weeks and worked for him, for 
which he paid them the full customary wages. No case 
was ever proved to his knowledge of any anti-slavery 
men employing fugitives for weeks, and then startling e £ 
them with a report that slaveholders were in the vicin: — 
ity, and hurrying them off under plea of security, giving 
them two or three dollars when they owed them much 
more. This was an accusation commonly and falsely 
made agamst the Underground Railroad men by their 
pro-slavery neighbors. 

A negro called “Tom-up-in-the-barn,” living near the 
Gap, started early one morning to Caleb Brinton’s to 
assist in threshing, and was never heard from after- 
wards. As there were kidnappers known to be lurking - 
in the neighborhood at tkat time, the supposition was 
that he had been captured. 

MICHAEL MYERS. 

Michael Myers, two miles east of Coatesville, fre- 
quently hired fugitives who came to him from James 
Williamson’s. One of them, Thomas Hall, living in 
his tenant house was aroused at daylight one morning 
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by four men who proved to be kidnappers. The early 
call made him suspicious that something was wrong. 
Arming himself with an axe he approached the door 
and opened it. The men rushed in. He struck at one, 
but failed to hit him. A pistol was then fired at him, 
but the ball missing him, entered the shoulder of one of 
their own party. They then seized him, dragged him 
out upon a platform, bound and handcuffed him. The 
man who was to appear at this juncture missed the road, 
and did not arrive on time. The firing of the pistol 
and the noise aroused Michael, and he went to the scene 
of action. So much were the colored people in that 
neighborhood incensed against kidnappers, or even the 
lawfully authorized slave-hunters, and so much were 
they always on the alert for them, that in one-half hour 
from the firing of that pistol about thirty of them had 
assembled armed with clubs, hoes, pitchforks, etc., and 
it was with difficulty they were restrained by neighbors 
who had then arrived, from murdering the whole party 
of slave-catchers. They seemed utterly regardless, or 
destitute, of fear, even when the threatening pistol was 
pointed at their heads. During the detention Isaac 
Preston went to Squire Robert Miller’s, for a warrant 
to arrest the kidnappers. It was obtained and they were 
arrested. The handcuffs were then filed off Hall’s 
wrists, the slave-hunters refusing to remove them. 
During the detention and arrest on one side of the 
house, Hall was allowed to escape from the other side. 
He afterwards acknowledged that he belonged to one 
of the party, but they had come without a warrant, and 
had attempted to take him without legal authority. 
After giving bail they returned home, but came back 
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i 
times, be an abolitionist, and especially an Under 
ground Railroad agent. People may assume goodness 
when it costs nothing, or in a business point of view 
when a money-making object is the underlying motive, 
or give to a public charity, however, grudgingly, fo 
reputation’s sake ; but these people, in the secret of their. 
homes, without a thought or hope of compensation, gaye” 
of their time, labor and money, to the ‘oppressed of ¢ 
down-trodden race who sought their aid, while the pub- % 
lic reviled them, society ostracized them, and the spirit 
of denunciation was manifested toward them by indi 
viduals of all ranks, from a scavenger to a President. - 

Sixteen fine looking intelligent men, all waiters and _ 
coachmen from Washington and the District of Colum- 
bia, came at one time, were provided for, and taken to 
Nathan Evans. And thus for many years, until the 
abolition of slavery, they were coming and going, in 
large and in small numbers. Some remained and. 
worked in the neighborhood. a 

Three brothers, Jacob, Joseph and Richard Carter, 
‘from Leesburg, Va., arrived there in the autumn of 
Buchanan’s election (1856). Jacob and Josepk had 
been sold and sent to Richmond where they were putin 
a slave pen with a lot of others to be sold again. In 
the meantime they were hired out temporarily ; and 
taking advantage of the occasion, they left, returned 
“home,” got their brother Richard, and all started for 
the North. They came to Dr. Joseph Gibbons; he scnt 
them to Lindley Coates, and he to Ercildoun. On their 
way through the slave section they encountered the 
usual difficulties and dangers of fugitives. They were 
pursued by their overseer, who came so close to them as 
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“Man is one, Be 
And he hath one great heart. It is thus we feel 
With a gigantic throb athwart the sea 
Each other’s rights and wrongs.” 


of paper with writing which the family would recog 
nize. James Fulton frequently wrote but the single; 
word “ Ercildoun,” or “ Fallowfield.” They were to 
know the place by its haying large stone buildings with 
extensive white-washed stone walls around them. These 
came in daytime. When brought, it was chiefly at™ 
night, or after dusk. The barking of the -watch-dog, 
announced their coming and aroused the family who 
would raise a window and call. A known voice would» 
reply “Thomas Bonsall’s carriage ;” or similar replies 
would be given by conductors from other places. 

These fugitives were always provided with food; the 
women were secreted in the house, the men in a hay- — | 
mow at the barn. Sarah Marsh, daughter of Gravner 4 
and Hannah, took them to Allen Wills, John Vickers, — § 
Grace Anna Lewis, Micajah Speakman, and occasion- 
ally, when she could not go so far, to Dr. Eshleman. 
These journeys were made in day-time until after the 
passage of the Fugitive Slave Law—the women riding 
with her while the men went on foot. Sometimes her 
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dearborn was so full that she rode in front with her feet 
on the shafts. This attracted no attention, as she at- 
tended Philadelphia markets and was frequently com- 
pelled to ride in that way when her wagon was packed 
with marketing. 

When danger was apprehended, the women were 
dressed in plain attire, to make them look like Friends, 
with large bonnets and veils as was the custom in those 
days. 

After the passage of that punitive law they felt it ne- 
cessary to be even more wary and careful than before, 
and she seldom ventured with them in day-time. If 
they came in the early part of night, a supper was given 
them and she took them to the stations mentioned, and 
returned before morning, regardless of the condition of 
roads, darkness or the weather. 

She took nine, men, women and children, one night, 
to John Vicker’s, a distance of nine miles. She paid 
toll on the turnpike road, as if going to market. The 
men walked, and when arriving at the toll gates, went 
around them through the fields. They arrived at 11 
o'clock, and she returned by morning. 

Their neighbors were pro-slavery, and. knew that they 
assisted fugitives, but yet bore a respectful regard for 
them, and manifested no disposition to inform upon them. 
The curiosity, however, of one woman to know how 
many slaves passed through their hands in one year was 
aroused to such a degree that she watched the road for 
twelve months, and counted sixty; and “she knew that 
they and James Fulton and others didn’t do all that 
for nothing. They wouldn’t harbor and feed that 
many in a year without getting paid for it in some way.” 
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In 1864, on the 23d of 7th month (July), H. 
Marsh passed from a life she had nobly filled with 
works, to one, we have every reason to believe, as 
plete with glorious rewards. The announcement of he 
death was accompanied by the following tribute toh 
memory: 

“The reformed and the oppressed, have lost in her A 
firm coadjutor and substantial friend. She resided with iG 
her husband, Gravner Marsh, for about forty years 
Caln township, and was always recognized as a rock 0 
adamant, to whom reformers and the friendless eve 
flocked and in whose shelter they took refuge. Her. 
house was emphatically a refuge to the weary pilgrim 
fleeing for his freedom, and hundieds of these were 


kindly received by her, fed and assisted on their way. 
Her motto was, “ All should give proof of religion by. 


wor of practical righteousness and beneficence to 


men.’ 
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In 1813 he purchased a farm in Whiteland, erected 
pottery buildings and carried on the business until 
1823, when he purchased a property in Uwchlan, near 
Lionville, where he continued the manufacturing of ware 
until his death, when he was succeeded by his son, 
Paxson. 

In his domestic life he was devotedly attached to his 
family. Their physical comfort, moral and intellectual 
culture, and spiritual growth were a part of his daily 
thoughts and care. The regular family reading of the 
scriptures, when all were collected around the table for 
that purpose, was not the cold formality of a religious 
duty, but a season of true, sincere enjoyment in which 
he felt the warm flow of a devoted, cheerful, religious 
spirit. 

In business transactions, or in the social sphere, he 
was wholly unselfish, ever considering what would ad- 
vance the practical welfare and conduce to the happiness 
of others. In the words of Charles G. Ames, in a eulogy 
upon President Garfield, “He never shoved another 
aside that he might have the better place, nor sought to 
secure for himself emolulents, or gains in any thing, to 


= 
which strict justice to others did not entitle him. 


” 


‘For other aims his heart had learned to prize, 
More bent to raise the wretched than to rise.” 


His benevolence was universal, regarding neither sect, 
race nor color. No one ever came to him with heart 
oppressed with sorrow and went away without receiving 
words of cheer and comfort, and the unmistakable evi- 
dences of his tender sympathy. No one in need ever ap- 
pealed to him in vain for kindly assistance. In integrity 
he was as strict as in morals he was just and benevolent. 
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satisfied that the objects of their search were not there. 
Incensed at their disappointment and chagrin at their 
utter failure, they abandoned all further efforts there 
On leaving the house, one of them caustically remarked, 


as for a nigger among Quakers.” : 

They however, continued their search in the neigh-- 
borhood for a day or two, but with no better success 
The slaves got safely to Canada. 

Mary, Benger of John, five years of age, had so inde 
ibly stamped upon her mind the whole transaction—the 
appearance of her father as he entered the house, his * 
hurried movements, the flight of the fugitives, the looks 
and demeanor of the masters—that ever afterwards. 
her feelings revolted with horror at the thought of such 
treatment of human beings, and she became a sympa-- 
thising worker in the anti-slavery cause. 

At one time two fugitives were concealed at Thomas. 
Vickers’. While there, the owner accompanied by 
a slave-catcher who had obtained information of the 
course they had taken, arrived at the house and began © 
search. While these men were engaged in one part of 
the house, the slaves were assisted out the other part 
and fled toward John Vickers’. The hunters seeing 
them, started in close pursuit. Arriving there, bewil- 
dered with fear, the slaves ran into the house, when John, 
who fortunately saw the chase, immediately hurried 
them through the house and bade them speed to a woods 
in the opposite direction, and then very calmly met the 
hunters at the door. They told their business, described 
the negroes, and at once proceed to enter. John told 
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them there were no colored men of that description in 
his house. 

“There are,” said the men impatiently, “ x0 we saw 
them go in, and your place smells of niggers.” 

“Have you a warrant?” 

No.” 

“You cannot enter my house without one. Get it 
and you shall have perfect liberty to search, and I will 
assist you. But I can assure you there are no such 
persons here to my knowledge.” 

He kept them parleying for awhile, thus giving the 
men time to escape. Finding no threat or entreaty 
could move him, one of them proceeded to a Justice of 
the Peace to obtain the requisite papers, while the other 
kept guard around the house. After considerable time 
the warrant was produced, and a thorough search made. 
Of course it was fruitless. They were dumb-founded at 
the complete failure. How it was that two men could 
enter the house immediately before their eyes, the family 
standing around cool and unconcerned, and a guard 
stationed to keep watch, and yet no trace of them be 
discoverable was something beyond their comprehen- 
sion. ‘There was certainly a mysterious Underground 
Railroad somewhere about. 

A planter from Georgia visited Philadelphia on busi- 
ness in the early part of winter. He brought with him 
Cuffy, a young man about 24 years of age, as his body 
servant. This slave was well dressed, gentlemanly, dig- 
nified, and carried a gold watch and chain. His bright 
intelligent look, his easy manners and lofty carriage at- 
tracted toward him the abolitionists of the place, who 
sought and obtained a favored opportunity to decoy him 
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and a book under his arm, as if he was going to schoo 
“Ts my ULSD correct ?” he asked. 

“It is,” replied John, “we think colored people need 
education, and are entitled to it as well as white people.” 

He raised his hands and turned up his eyes for a mo- 
ment as if struck with astonishment; then with a look” 
of thoughtfulness he slowly renaked, “Well, that is a 
new idea to me entirely. I never thought of such a 
thing as educating the colored race. It takes me by 
utter surprise. But, I declare, the idea pleases me.” 

There was something more than ordinarily good, con- 
genial and kind in the heart of this young Southerner 
that pleased John, who was himself a young man at 
this time, and a warm mutual friendship was thereby 
established. He made the Vickers’ house his home 
while visiting other places of interest in the vicinity, 
and a correspondence was kept up between them for 
many years. During his stay with this intelligent and 
benevolent abolition family, he became so imbued with 
the just and noble principle of liberty to all, and with — 
a sense of the injustice and degradation of human slavy- » 
ery, that he would never afterwards own a slave, but 
was instrumental in many instances in modifying to 
some extent the harshness and cruelty with which the 
slaves were generally treated in his section of the South. 

A slave named Tom Jones was sent to John Vickers. 
He remained there several years, worked in summer and 
went to school in winter. He married a girl who had 
been reared at Richard Thomas’ in the valley, and who 
went to the same school that he did. They had a large 
family of children. Soon after his marriage he pur- 
chased a small property, about twenty or thirty acres, 
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near John Vickers. He never neglected the improve- 
ment of his mind even after marriage when accumula- 
ting cares and labors devolved upon him. One time in 
conversation in the store at Lionville he said he wanted 
to understand grammar, and thought he would ask Miss 
Mary Vickers if she would instruct him. The white 
men who were always fond of hearing him talk, for he 
was intelligent, jokingly remarked, “ What’s the use in 
that? A thick skull like yours could never take in 
grammar.” He, however, asked Mary, who promised 
to instruct him. He purchased Comly’s Grammar, 
studied it while at work, and recited to her two nights 
in the week, and became quite proficient in it. © 

Having so large a family he occasionally got into 
straitened circumstances temporarily. He then made 
known his wants to John Vickers, who always assisted 
him, and he never failed to return the money, except 
on the last occasion. Tom wanted to lime his place, 
which would cost $50. He had not the money. John 
lent it to him, and took his note. Soon after this, when 
John was taken seriously ill, which illness finally re- 
sulted in his death, he called one of his executors to his 
bedside and said to him, “I have a note of $50 against 
Tom Jones. He is now becoming an old man. If I 
die, I request you to destroy that note, and never 
require its payment.” His apprehension of an early 
change proved too true. He died suddenly, and the 
executors destroyed the note as requested. : 

Tom was a constant subscriber to the Lnberator, and 
a warm admirer of those early earnest abolitionists who 
labored unremittingly for the freedom of his race. He 


named one of his daughters Angelina Grimke Wells, 
at 
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the circumstance. “If there are any in the store large 
enough,” said McKinley, “take them; I will do that 
much for him.” 

A pair of the required size was found and given him. 
So pleased was he with this entire outfit of clothing, so 
changed his feelings from those of a short time before, 
when, cold, hungry and dirty, he stood in terror 
before that dreaded abolitionist, so thoroughly aston- 
ished and bewildered was he at this unexpected manifes- 
tation of disinterested kindness, that the poor fellow 
could scarcely realize whether he was still on earth, or 
whether he had been suddenly been translated to some 
sphere above it. Language was not at his command to ex- 
press his gratitude ; but his looks and gestures were elo- 
quent with his emotions. He never knew before, he said, 
what kindness was, and never imagined it was possible 
for any beings on earth to be so kind. His lot had 
been cast with the most cruel of masters, and the lash, 
the curses of slave-drivers, the labor and suffering of 
hard-wrought slaves, were the only surroundings he had 
ever known. 

_He was told to remain there awhile and they would try 
to find him employment. In a few days, Jacob Peirce, 
from near Kennett, called on a visit. The history of 
the slave were related to him. Knowing that one of 
his neighbors was needing help, he took the man home 
and next day obtained for him the situation. In the 


rd 


summer, when he received his first wages—the first 
money that was ever his—he put thirty dollars in his 
pocket and went immediately to his old friend, John 
Vickers, and offered it all to him for the clothing he 
had given him in the winter. 
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“Does thee think I would take pay for what I gave 
thee?” asked John. “All the compensation I wish 
is that when thee sees any one needing assistance, give 
it, and I will feel myself amply repaid.” 

‘Instances were so numerous of fugitives coming and 
and going, that no record of them was kept. Loads of six, 
seven, or more were very frequently brought in at the 
mid-hours of night from other stations, when the women, 
always cheerfully ready, arose and prepared a good 
meal for them; after which they were secreted in the 
house or about the premises ; or if it was known their 
pursuers were close upon them they were scattered 
around in various places and provided for until next 
night, when the colored man was sent with them to one 
of the next stations. When a dozen or more were to be 
taken, the farm wagon was used to convey them. 

After the passage of the “ Fugitive Slave Law,” John 
Vickers did not keep fugitives about the premises, but 
sent them to a tenant-house in the woods, occupied by a 
colored man named Joshua Robinson, with provisions, 
which he paid the wife to cook for them. Here they 
were kept in a back room until preparations were made 
to take them further on. 

Although this was the great central station in that 
part of the county, and the arrival of fugitives was very 
frequent, he never quailed before the authority of that 
wicked law, was as brave as he was cautious, and no 
slave that came into his hands was ever captured. 

On one occasion two women from Virginia, one very 
light colored, left their master to seek freedom in a 
northern home. They were pursued, captured, and 
placed in jail. During the night, by the assistance of 
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of the others, and with seemingly superhuman strengtn 
and after a short but decisive struggle hurled them with 


a stunning thud upon the hard macadamized road. 


Leaving them bruised and almost senseless upon the 


ground, he ran to the house and told of his encounter. ’ 
The family then secreted him in the house until night, 

. O18; af 

when, with money and provisions, which they gave him, © 
7 


he started for Canada. He wrote them afterwards that 


he had arrived there safely. The slave-catchers how- - 


ever did not pursue him further, nor were they heard 
of again in that neighborhood, except that all were 
more or less crippled from the rough handling he gave 
them. 


‘“What are fifty, what a thousand slaves, 
Match'd to the sinew ofa single arm 
That strikes for liberty ?” 


“Black Charles and Jane,” were two “ runaways” 
who came to John Vickers’ in 1820. The family need- 
ing help, they remained two or three months and 
seemed pertectly happy. This was a characteristic con- 
dition of all the fugitives while under their care. They 
felt they were safe while in the hands of friends who 
were interested in securing their liberty. Charles was 
kidnapped in Africa, and was as black as pigment-cells 
could make him. He still longed for the hone of his 
birth, and intended when he could save sufficient means 
to return to the dear native spot from which he was 
stolen. His wife, by that Southern custom and social 
abomination of relationship between slave and master 
was several shades lighter than he. From John vies 
they were passed on to Canada. 

A number of slaves were purchased in one of the 
Northern Slaves States and put on board a vessel to be 
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taken to Louisiana. Among them was the wife of 
James Cummichael, a slave quite affable in his demean- 
or and possessing an unusual degree of cunning and sa- 
gacity. He resolved that his wife should not be taken 
to those Southern plantations of rice and cotton to work 
under the lash of brutal drivers. The slaves always 
had a horror of being “sold to go South.” It was this 
great dread which impelled hundreds to leave their 
masters, and especially when they had an intimation 
that such sales were about to be made. Cummichael in 
the shrewdness of his device took money with him 
which he had earned by overwork, went to the men who 
had the vessel and cargo of slaves in charge, talked 
pleasantly with them about the prospects of his wife and 
others having a happy time “ down in de souf,” and said 
he thought he would like to go along. He pleased them 
with his conversation, played games with them, and like 
a liberal good fellow, paid for the liquor of which they 
drank largely at his expense until they grew stupid, 
when he took advantage of the besotted condition into 
which he had seduced them, took his wife and several 
others off the boat, fled to a grove, and there esconced 
himself and his companions until night when they 
started on their hazardous but determined journey 
northward to that section of country which had an ex- 
istence in reality, and not simply in song, as 
“The land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

Having successfully made their escape, they reached 
Pennsylvania and were conducted along the Under- 
ground Railroad to John Vickers. Here they remained 
awhile and assisted on the farm. So grateful was James 
for the release of himself and wife from Southern bond- 
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willing to give assistance when called upon. He was a. 


remarkably quiet, modest person, humane and benevo- 
lent, true to his convictions, a devoted member of the - 
Society of Friends, and moved but little outside of that 3 
society and his immediate associations. 


MICAJAH AND WILLIAM A. SPEAKMAN. 


Of the hundreds of fugitives who passed through the 
hands of Micajah (1781—May 22d, 1852) and William - 
A. Speakman (Born 1810) in Wallace township, Ches- 
ter county, as in the instance of many other agents, no 
record was kept nor any effort made to learn of them 
concerning their bondage and escape. Should any 
that they had assisted ever be captured and they be 
colled upon to testify, they wished to have as little 
knowledge as possible to disclose. This was the policy 
of many others. They aided all who came, clothed those 
who needed, and gave especial care to the sick. Their 
place for sheltering them was at the barn. When they 
sent them to other stations on foot, specific directions 
"were given. When it was required to take them in a 
vehicle, William accompanied them. 

Slaves came to their place from Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, through the hands of Thomas Garrett, Lindley 
Coates, Daniel Gibbons, Thomas Whitson, Gravner 
Marsh and others, and were either taken or directed, 
chiefly to the house of Jacob Haynes. 

Many were sent on branch routes to Benjamin Scho- 
field, Richard Janney and Dr. Fell, in Bucks county. 

Three came at one time from Maryland. One hired 
with Micajah ; the others found places in the neighbor- 
hood. In about six weeks some person betrayed two of 
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them. The slave-hunters came precipitately upon one, 
captured him, then drove to the barn of Micajah, about 
daylight, where the other was at work, and immediately 
took possession of him. They showed their warrants, 
which testified to their legal claim upon the man. 
These were the only fugitives ever known to have been 
captured in that neighborhood. 

A man and woman with an infant came there in 
February, almost barefoot. The woman’s feet were 
frozen. Micajah hired both man and wite. They proved 
to be good servants, and remained until next August, 
when they man heard a huckster, who drove up, say, 
that he brought these fish from Chester. This alarmed 
the negro, and when the huckster left, he asked, “ Did 
dat man bring dem fish from Chester, and dey not spile?” 

* Yes.” 

“Well, den, I am not as far from Maryland as I 
thought I was.” 

Nothing could induce him to stay longer. He wanted 
to go to Canada “right away.” Micajah gave him a 
note to an agent in Bucks county, asking him to pass 
the man and his family-on to Canada. A letter from 
them afterwards stated that they had arrived there 
safely. : 

Some selfish and unscrupulous individuals who were 
neither abolitionists nor directly opposed to them, and 
had not the manhood or character to be honest in their 
expression on either side, professed to be friends of the 
fugitives, and occasionally hired them in busy seasons. 
When the work was finished, they frightened them by a 
startling announcement that their masters were in rapid 
pursuit, and nearly there; paid them a part of their 
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CHAPTER XI. 


THE Lewis FamiLy.—Descent.—Labors for the Slave.—Clothing Fur- 
nished Fugitives by Friends.—Incidents.—Dr, EDWIN FUSssELL. 
Experience and Incidents. 


THE LEWIS FAMILY. 


An English writer has called the period during which 
opposition to the slave power arose and flourished, “the 
martyr age of America.” In all history there is to be; 
found no other conflict in which the motives of those 
who fought were so entirely unselfish. Even martyr-—. 
dom, when it came, was so quietly suffered, that those 
who witnessed it scarcely realized its sublimity, and the 
present generation, which is reaping where the fathers 
sowed, will soon, if careful record is not speedily made, 
lose sight of their heroic labors. 

Among the little flock of heroes whose whole lives 
were devoted to obeying the sublime command of the © 
Hebrew prophet: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God,” 
none is more deserving of gratitude and eternal remem- 
brance than the Lewis family of West Vincent, Chester - 
county. John Lewis, Jr., the husband and father, was 
born in Vincent (now West Vincent), Third month ~¢ 
(March) 29th, 1781. He was fourth in descent from § 
Henry and Margaret Lewis, who, with their father, 
Evan Lewis, came from Narbeth, Pembrokeshire, South 
Wales, about the year 1682. Hon. J. J. Lewis, late of 
West Chester, Eli K. Price, of Philadelphia, and Bayard 
Taylor are descended from the same stock. The mother 
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of John Lewis, Jr., was Grace Meredith Lewis. The 
name Meredith occurs very early, in the eleventh or 
twelfth century, in the history of Siluria, as Wales was 
then called. It will thus be seen that his ancestry were 
mainly Welsh, but it was said of him by the late Hon. 
J. J. Lewis, of West Chester, who remembered him, 
that his face was Saxon, not Celtic. His immediate an- 
cestry were all Friends or Quakers. He was a member 
of Pikeland Preparative, Uwchlan Monthly and Caln 
Quarterly Meetings. Beside being a consistent Friend, 
he was a man far in advance of the age in which he 
lived, as was shown not only in his active opposition to 
slavery, rare at that early time, but also in his arrang- 
ing of his affairs, of which something will be told fur- 
ther on. 

In the year 1818, John Lewis married Esther Fus- 
sell, (Born Third month 18th, 1782.—Died Second 
month 8th, 1848), daughter of Bartholomew and Re- 
becca (Bond) Fussell, and sister of the distinguished 
abolitionist, Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. Among her ancestors 
were the Bond, Jeanes, Dawson, Brewer and Long- 
streth families, well known in the history of Ches- 
ter County and Philadelphia. When only sixteen 
years old, being the eldest of a large family, 
«she opened a little school for her brothers and 
sisters. She was so successful that her neighbors 
and friends were glad to place their children under 
her care and instruction, and she taught for many 
years. A person who knew her very well, writes of her 
as follows: “She was the source and inspiration of all 
contained in the home of the Lewisfamily. * * * 
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(June) Ist, 1819, died Ninth month (September) 3d, 
1866 ; Rebecca Lewis Fussell, born Sixth month 10th, 
1820; Graceanna Lewis, born Eighth month (August) 
3d, 1821; Charles Lewis died in infancy ; Elizabeth R. 
Lewis, born First month (January) 15th, 1824, died 
Tenth month (October) 10th, 1863. 

In 1823 and 1824 there lived near the home of the 
Lewis family, two colored people, who were so utterly 
worthless—physically, intellectually and morally—that, 
even had the prejudice against their race been much less 
violent than it was, none of their neighbors would have 
cared to have anything to do with them. During the 
winter (1823-24) they were taken with typhus fever. 
No one cared even to take them to the alms-house. John 
Lewis went to them, “ ministered unto ” them, nursed 
them carefully, even tenderly, and so constantly that he 
contracted the disease from them, and, despite all efforts 
made to save him, died—a martyr to Christian philan- 
thropy—Second month (February) 5th, 1824. He 
showed his appreciation of his wife by making her sole 
executrix of his will. This was such an entirely un- 
heard-of thing in Chester county at that time that sev- 
eral of Esther Lewis’s neighbors instituted legal pro- 
ceedings to set aside the will. Before she had risen from 
her sick bed, her infant being but three weeks old 
when her husband died, the law suit began and the 
troubles connected with it did not end until that infant 
was two and a-half years old. The mother was com- 
pelled to leave her child for a week at a time, when it 
was so young that its grief at such ill usage poured itself 
out in inarticulate sounds for an hour at a time, as the 
tears poured down its cheeks. Esther Lewis came to 
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were surrounded by persons adverse to the cause, and 


eager to find some proof by which they could persecute 
the “detested abolitionists.” And some of those men 
were especially vindictive toward these sisters on ac- 
count of their additional offense of giving aid to temp- 
erance. 

On one occasion when they had, within a week, 
passed forty fugitives on the road to freedom, they were 
amused at hearing the remark of one of their pro-slavery 
neighbors, that “there used to be a pretty brisk trade 
of running off niggers at that place, but there was not 
much of it done now.” 

They frequently employed fugitives to labor on the 
farm and in the house. Some of these remained with 
them a long time, and were industrious, trust-worthy 
and economical. One carried away with him to Canada 
the suin of five hundred dollars, and others smaller sums 
in proportion to the length of their stay. 

Quite recently, after the lapse of many years, while 
Graceanna Lewis was walking along Walnut street, 
Philadelphia, a colored woman who was scrubbing the 
front steps of a house recognized her, and, dropping the 
brush, ran to her as if forgetful of surroundings, and 
throwing her arms around her exclaimed, “Oh Miss 
Lewis, I’se glad to see you. Don’t you know me? It 
was my baby that died in your arms one time.” 

When the sick and weary were sufficiently restored 
to leave, Norris Maris or others took them to E. F. 
Pennypacker’s, Lewis Peart’s, or to places more remote; 
sometimes to different stations on the Reading Railroad. 
All who took the trains at the Reading Railroad sta- 
tions, went directly through to Canada. These had to 
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be well dressed to give them the appearance of “through 
passengers,” and to enable them more readily to elude 
the searching eyes of slaveholders who might be on their 
track. For this purpose a great amount of clothing had 
to be furnished by the friends of these fugitives. They 
were always good clothes that had been partly worn. 
Rebecca, wife of Dr. Edwin Fussel, late of Media, who 
was one of the Lewis sisters, contributed largely, as did 
William Fussell and his two sons, Joseph and Milton, 
and a few other anti-slavery persons in the region, 
whose opportunities did not admit of their assisting in 
other ways. 
Large quantities of exquisitely clean and _ nicely 
mended clothing were frequently sent by the many de- 
scendants of John Price, a Dunkard minister belonging 
to an earlier generation. He and his wife were strong- 
ly opposed to slavery, and opposition to it became 
hereditary in the family. These friends, living in Potts- 
town, Lawrenceville, and a great portion of the region 
around, could at all times be relied upon for aid in any 
especial emergency. Occasionally, as circumstances re- 
quired, the women of the neighborhood, being willing 
and even desirious to give assistance in this way, would 
meet at one of their houses, on an afternoon and make 
up such articles of wear as were most frequently needed. 
In this manner an ample supply was constantly kept on 
hand, even for the many changes required. Articles of 
Southern manufacture were wholly unlike those made 
at the North, those designed for the use of slaves being 
of the coarsest material. Occasionally women would 
come with only one garment, fashioned in the rudest 
manner of cloth less fine than our bagging. This un- 
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After a time she married and went to Canada, wheres 


she gave birth to a daughter and died. On her death 
bed she requested her two children to be sent to her 
friends, the Lewis sisters, to be brought up under their ~ 
guardianship. The youngest child died after its return 
to Pennsylvania, the other was placed in the family 
of Isaac Lewis, of Brandywine township, and is at pre- 
sent living in Philadelphia. 
Another woman reached this home who was the 
daughter of her master, having with her a daughter who 
bore the same relation to her master’s son. This condi- 
tion of morals under the “ sacred” (?) institution of 
slavery, was so extensive throughout the South, that a 
mere allusion to this case is sufficient to characterize 
what was general. 
At one time, a man having been injured by jumping 
from a train while in motion, because he thought he saw 
his master, was brought to the Lewis’ by Samuel Pen- 
nock, in the early winter, and being unable to be re- 
moved, had to be cared for until spring. He could not 
be sent to a hospital or other public institution since it 
was known the slave-hunters were in waiting, and he was 
therefore necessarily dependant on private nursing 
During all the time of his stay, no neighbor suspected 
his presence. When able to be removed, he was sent 
to William Still, in Philadelphia, and thence to Boston 
where his injured limb was amputated, and an artificial 
leg provided for him by kind friends there. One day 
he surprised the Sunnyside family by his reappearance. 
This time it was as a consumptive whose days were 
numbered, the waste from his injuries haying induced 
that disease. He was sent, with a nner of other 
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immigrants, to the milder climate of Jamaica, where he 
finally died. 

As the war approached, the bitterness of Southern 
feeling and the hatred of their Northern allies began 
to express itself more freely even than in the days of 
mobs and burnings. “ That nest of niggers and traitors 
was to be broken up.” Those disposed to be malignant 
never knew just when there were any “niggers” there, 
who ought to be sent home to slavery; and to do them 
justice, many of them were kind enough to those whom 
they supposed to be free, but who were in reality fugi- 
tives long resident at the North, but who had been 
cared for at first in one of those very “nests” of traitors. 

When an invasion from the South was expected at 
one period of the war,-the home of every abolitionist, 
was on the list for destruction, and there were those 
who vaunted their purpose to point them out to an in- 
vading army. No harm came to any, and their days 
passed on, saddened by anxiety for friends and rela- 
tives in the Union Army, or busily employed for their 
aid and comfort. 

When the duties which called him to the field were 
over, a soldier returned to his wife at the Lewis home. 
For months he battled with a fever whose seeds were 
planted in the South, but finally he was prostrated. 
Then in feeble health, each morning Elizabeth R. Lewis 
visited the room where he was nursed by his faithful 
wife. He recovered, but Elizabeth contracted the same 
fever, and ina very short time her life on earth was 
ended. This was the true breaking up of the Sunny- 
side Home. It was never again what it had been. The 
three had trebled the power of each, but the charmed 
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DR. EDWIN FUSSELL. 
(Born Sixth month L4th, 1813.—Died Third month 10th, 1882.) 

Dr. Edwin Fussell, son of William and Jane Fus- 
sell and nephew of Dr. Bartholomew F ussell, was a 
member of the Society of Friends, an earnest advocate 
for the abolition of slavery, and an able lecturer upon 
that subject. He personally aided fugitives in their es- 
cape from bondage, and contributed his means for that 
purpose. ‘ 

While not seeking to be aggressive through a fond- 
ness for aggression, he was fearless in his encounters 
with the opponents of justice and of human progress. 

After graduating in 1835 at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, and practicing one year in Chester county, he 
removed to Indiana. His anti-slavery labors continued 
there as here. After remaining seven years he returned. 

He was a warm advocate of temperance and of the 
liberal education and suffrage of women, in behalf of 
which causes he gave much heart-felt and efficient labor. 
He was one of the founders of the Woman’s Medical 
College of Philadelphia, and in connection with Dr. 
Ellwood Harvey, of Chester, Pa., almost alone for some 
time kept the institution on its feet. He was professor 
in two departments successively for a number of years. 
It was with him purely a labor of love, no salary 
commensurate with the duties of his position being at- 
tached to’ it. 

The following letter from Dr. Fussel describes certain 
phases of the anti-slavery work so well that it is given 
entire: 

Mepra, 2d Mo. 26th, 1880. 

Dear Frienp: I will endeavor to give a few of the 
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facts in relation to the operations of the Underground 
Railroad in Chester county, so far as they fell within 
my knowledge. Although I am a Chester county man 
by birth, I only lived in that county for a few years of 
the time when the Underground Railroad was in full 
operation, but knew of its workings in the West and 
also in Philadelphia. 

I do not think there were signs, grips, signals or 


passes, by which the fugitives were known, or by which’ 


they reached in safety the various friends of freedom 
and agents on the route of the Underground Railroad. 
They were generally too well marked by the unerring 
signs of slavery not to be distinguished at once by any 
one that should see them on their way or hear them 
speak three sentences. The trains on this remarkable 
road nearly always ran in the night, and its success was 
owing to the darkness, the guidance of the North Star 
and to the earnest souls of the men and women who 
loved freedom, and who recognized the rights of every 
man to be free, and the duty of every one “to remem- 
ber those in bonds as bound with them.” 

Those were stirring times in Chester county as else- 
where. We were surrounded by enemies; contumely 
and persecution were our portion; danger beset us at 
every step in the dark, yet there were few who bore the 
despised name of abolitionist that did not take up the 
work bravely, counting it for gain that they were able 
at any risk, danger, or sacrifice “to open the prison 
doors to them that are bound.” My heart leaps at the 
recollection of those earnest souls who were the fearless 
workers in those days and nights of peril; guiding the 
stricken and hunted out of Egypt into the promised 
land. 

The movements were almost always made in the night, 
and the fugitives were taken from one station to another 
by wagon and sometimes on foot ; they consisted of old 
men and young, women, children and nursing babes. 
Sometimes they came singly, sometimes by the dozen. 
In the middle of the night there came a low knock on 
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who lived there then, and we knew he was true as teas 


pered steel. A letter went to him by the next mail; ‘all 
was found as described. 


“the bird had flown Ree 3 


mothers had no time to attend to infantile wants and 
the children found 


the timid mothers teach their little 
be still in horrible 


press their young with dread of the hawk as soon as _ 
they are out of the shell? 


This is a large subject, and a thousandth part of its 
miseries and_heart-breaks can never be written, but, 
thanks to the Father of the poor, the horror is dead, 


the bloodhound is no longer on the track, the Under- 
ground Railroad is no more. 


Epwiy Fusset. 
REBECCA L. FUSSELL. 


Rebecca Lewis, second daughter of John and Esther 
Lewis, of West Vincent, Chester county, married in 
January of 1838 Dr. Edwin Fussell. In May of that 
year, just before Pennsylvania Hall in Philadelphia 
was burned, her husband and she moved to Pendleton, 
Indiana. In that State and in Ohio they met all the 
friends of the slave at the stirring meetings held from 
time to time during a residence of more than six years 
there. They were accustomed to go more than a hun- 
dred miles, over roads that would appal the traveler 
of to-day, to attend these meetings, taking with them a 
baby, as all others did in the West then. 

In May of 1843, Dr. Edwin Fussell came to an an- 


The slave-catchers made their. 


ones to tremble and © 
fear as do the mother partridges im- 


eat 


ft 
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niversary meeting in New York with a large a 
of Ohio abolitionists in a monster wegony built by 
Abram Allen, and called “The Liberator. It was 
made for carrying fugitive slaves. It is believed that 
they called at the house of Daniel Gibbons in ee 
ter county, and certain that they stayed at the house 0 

Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, who then had a school in 
Sees anniversary meeting the Parent Society in 
New York appointed a hundred conventions to be held 
during the year. The lecturers, as far as remembered, 
were Frederick Douglass, William A. White, George 
Bradburn, Sidney Howard Gay, James Munroe and 
Charles Lennox Remond. The convention at Pendleton 
had the three first named as speakers. The inhabitants 
of the town were greatly incensed at the attention paid 
to a “nigger” (Frederick Douglass) and especially i 
his being an invited guest at the house of Dr. Fussell. 
The usual remedy for such insults (!) was resorted to. 
The meeting was broken up by a mob which threatened 
the life of the distinguished orator. With the quick 
inspiration of the mother, who felt that even these men 
frenzied as they were with anger, could not harm a 
baby, Rebecca Fussell lifted her infant* and held it be- 
tween Mr. Douglass and his assailants, thus saving him 
for a time. Afterwards, when separated from these 
tender protectors, Mr. Douglass was overtaken and 
mercilessly cut and bruised by the mob, who thought 
that they had killed him. He required a lengthened 
period of nursing us he lay prostrated at the house of a 
sister of Dr. Fussell, who resided near the scene of ac- 


*That infant is now Dr. Linneus Fussell, of Media, Pa. 
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question was it wise or well. We only state that it was, 
and that such were the spirits nurtured by the opposi- 
tion to slavery. Young persons through an illimitable 


condemnation of an illimitable wrong, rose to the — 


height of their power for time, or else they passed to 
eternity, and God knows which was best. We only 
know that the silent dead sometimes influence us more 
than the living. Children yet unborn may be lifted to 
a higher plane by spiritual kinship with Emma J. Fus- 
sell, aged 23. 
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he impressed the locality more forcibly upon their 
memory by telling them that after passing a-place where 
they would smell pomace—which was at Abraham 


Buckwalter’s cider press—they were to stop at the first - 


house by the roadside or the right. After delivering 
the paper to Norris they were free to converse with him 
and family. With all others they maintained profound 
reticence. 

Norris either took them to Elijah F. Pennypacker’s 
or Lewis Peart’s, or sent them in charge of persons 
living with him. John A. Groff, then a lad, and now an 
ex-Justice of the Peace in West Chester, was one of his 
trustworthy conductors. Frequently he gave directions 
how to find the next stations; and his son George, who 
was then asmall boy, often drew a map of the road 
for them as far as E. F. Pennypacker’s. 

While Norris lived on the farm of Graceanna Lewis 
and sisters, a party of twenty-one came and were cared 
for by the two families. 

So frequently did fugitives come and go that Norris’s 
children while young looked upon providing for them 


with the same calm, cheerful, “matter of course” feel- 


ing as they did upon preparing the daily meals, or at- 
tending to the various departments of housekeeping. 


LEWIS PEART. 
(Born September 26th, 1868.—Died February 14th, 1882.) 
Lewis Peart, of Lampeter township, Lancaster coun- 
ty, was one of those quiet, cautious men whose calm, 
cool determination, serene, deliberate forecast, and un- 
wavering judgment made him a reliable agent on this 
line of secret transportation. Slaves were sent to him 
chiefly from Daniel Gibbons and direct from Columbia. 
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From his house they were sent to Lindley Coates, 
Thomas Whitson, Thomas Bonsall and others. Some 
were secreted in the house, and some in the barn. He 
generally took them himself, after dusk, to other sta- 
tions, as it were dangerous for negroes to go when the 
Gap gang was prowling around. When he sent them 
he gave verbal directions. If pursuers were close be- 
hind, or there was danger, he sent a swift messenger in 
advance to the next station agent to apprise him of the 
necessity of hurrying the fugitives along without delay. 

In the spring of 1844 he removed to Chester county, 
near Valley Forge. Here his work in this line of 
travel was quadruple that which he was called upon to 
perform while in the Lancaster section of the route; 
slaves were sent to him chiefly by the Lewis sisters and 
by Norris Maris. He always kept plenty of horses 
and either took-the fugitives, or sent them by Henry 
Richards, to Dr. J. L. Paxson, or the Corsons, in Nor- 
ristown; also to Charles Adamson, Schuylkill, and to 
James Wood, both of whom were ever willing to assist 
all who came to them. 

Henry Richards owned, and lived on, a lot near 
Lewis Peart’s. He and his wife had both been slaves 
in Delaware. 

One night Lewis saw John A. Groff, in a dream, 
coming at a distance along the road, with a lot of fugi- 
tives he was bringing from Norris Maris. He watched 
him until he came to the house, when a loud rap at the 
door awoke him. He arose, went down stairs, and on 
opening the door, there stood the very boy with the 
load of slaves he had been watching in his dream. 

He believed that many of the African race possessed 
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darted through the crowd with the quickness of a flash, 
and disappeared. Making her way northward, she 
arrived at the house of Emmor Kimber. The family 
being in need of a servant employed her as cook, in 
which capacity she served them for a long time faith- 
fully, and was much esteemed. Her slave-name then 
was Henrietta Waters. 

She had a most thorough abhorrence of her former 
master, “ Mort” Cunningham. . 

She married Isaac Harris, who had formerly been a 
a slave of William Taylor, Maryland. His slave-name 
was Joe Lusley. 

After their marriage they resided in West Chester 
many years ; the latter part of the time they occupied a 
small house on West Miner street, where Dr. Thomas 
Ingram’s house now stands. She was ever cheerful and 
lively, and her clear, strong, musical voice, as she sat in 
her doorway in the evenings and sang, was heard in all 
that part of the town. She was employed by as many 
familes as she could serve to do their weekly washing 
and ironing; and in house-cleaning times her services 
were always in demand. 

A‘ large reward had been offered for her, and a man 
in West Chester learning this, and having a more sel- 
fish love of money than a regard for her liberty, in- 
formed the advertiser where she was living. He came, 
engaged a constable to go with him, proceeded to her 
house, arrested her and took her before Judge Thomas 
S. Bell, to prove her to be his property. While the ex- 
amination was going on in the judge’s office, then lo- 
cated at the southeast corner of Church and Miner 
streets, she asked permission to step out into the back- 
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yard, which was granted, the officer accompanying her. 
The moment she entered the yard she ran to the board 
fence surrounding it, about seven feet high, and, as if 
assisted by an Unseen Hand, scaled it with the agility 
of a cat, and fled. The constable had not time to seize 
her, for she left him in the quickness of a flash, nor 
could he with his best effort climb that fence to pursue 
her. 

Rachel sped out the alley and down Miner street to 
High, up High to Samuel Auge’s hat store, down an 
alley and through the hat shop, over a vat of boiling 
liquid, frightening the men as though an apparition had 
suddenly darted among them, out through an alley back 
of Dr. Worthington’s stable, and into the kitchen of 
John T. Worthington’s house, where Caleb E. Chambers’ 
leather store is now situated. Rushing up to Mrs. 
Worthington she threw her arms around her. 

“For God sake, take me in, save me, my master is 
after me!” cried the poor affrighted woman. 

“Oh! I guess not,” said Mrs. Worthington, trying to 
soothe her. 

“He is! he is! they had me, but I got away from 
them. Oh hide me somewhere quickly, do!” 

Her emotion and piteous appeals convinced Mrs. 
Worthington that she was actually pursued, and imme- 
diately she took her up to the garret, hid her in a cubby- 
hole, fastened the door, and returned, Shortly after, her 
husband came home to dinner; the family took their 
seats around the table, and no sign was manifest that 
anything unusual had occurred. 

The constable, exasperated at her successful escape 


‘and mortified at his discomfiture, went back into the 
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went directly to the carriage at the sheds, arriving there 
a few minutes after Benjamin and Isaiah had entered. 

“Ts that you, boys?” was inquired from within. 

oes... 

“Then hop right in; we shall be late at the lecture, 
and we have to go on an errand first.” 

The darkness of the night, and a drizzling rain de- 
scending favored their eluding the observation of any 
who might be on the watch. They started northward 
out High street “to attend to an errand first,” then 
turning to the right at the road below Taylor’s brewery 
they drove along a by-way to the State road, and then 
proceeded directly on their course through Norris- 
town to the residence of a relative, William H. John- 
son, in Bucks county, about forty-five miles from West 
Chester, arriving there about ten o’clock next day. 
They were warmly received, and the fugitives were taken 
into the care of the family. Being so far from West 
Chester, and so little danger of their being discovered 
there, they remained for a considerable time, and then 
removed to Canada. 

This statement of how she was conveyed from West 
Chester, differing from that which is given in the History 
of Chester county, requires an explanation. 

The account of her escape from the officer, and her 
flight from Judge Bell’s to John T. Worthington’s 
house, was given by Samuel M. and Cyrus Painter, ard 
others. Her entrance into Worthington’s house, her 
rushing up to Mrs. Worthington and pleading for pro- 
tection, and the way in which she was secreted, was 
related by Mrs. Worthington herself. She could not 
remember who among the abolitionists of the borough 
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she spoke to about bringing a carriage for her, but 
thought it was Samuel M. Painter, as he conveyed more 
from West Chester than any other person. He said he 
did not remember taking her, that he took so many he 
could not now separate one incident entirely from 
another, unless something at the time made a special 
impression upon his mind ; but if he did take her, it was 
to John Vickers’, as it was there he took all. Not being 
able to ascertain anything different from all enquiries I 
could make, I accepted that as most. likely to be 
correct. 

In my subsequent gleaning of incidents I asked Capt. 
Isaiah Price for some reminiscences of his father’s. 
Underground Railroad work. Among them he related 
the incident of their taking Rachel Harris away while 
her pursuers were searching for her. This could be 
accepted then as correct, and was the first positive in- 
formation received. 

Rachel afterwards wrote to Hannah Jeffries and others 
in West Chester, saying she was contented and happy. 

The slaveholder and his assistants continued their 
search in the borough’for two days, and then abandoned it. 

For the part Mrs. Worthington took in the grand 
success, her friends for a long time humorously called 
her “ the little abolitionist.” 

Some time during their sojourn at Johnson’s Rachel 
and her huband were met by Dr. Bartholomew Fussell 
and Graceanna Lewis. As was his wont this kind hearted- 
man soon entered into conversation with her, and in a 
few minutes discovered that she had once been a pupil of 
his during his residence in Maryland many years before. 
At the moment of recognition she sprang up, overwhelm- 

ya 
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“As tiny pebbles cast in sea 
Make circles to the farther shore, 
Brave woman shall thy power be felt 
The wide world o’er.”’ 


GERTRUDE KIMBER BURLEIGH, 


sister of Abigail Kimber, was also endowed with supe- 
rior intellectual gifts and moral force of character. She 
became the wife of that able apostle of anti-slavery and 
temperance, so well known and beloved throughout 
Chester county, Charles C. Burleigh. I append a com- 
munication sent me by one of her friends and a former 
pupil of their school. 

Gertrude K. Burleigh, youngest daughter of Emmor 
and Susanna Kimber, was born at Kimberton, Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, on the 14th of June, 1816. 

In a cultured home, she was remarkable for her 
sprightliness and power of entertaining others. In this 
she had a life-long training. 

Her mother, a member of the Chester county Jacksen 
family, was characterized by such sweetness of disposi- 
tion that everybody loved “Friend Susan,” and 
throughout the wide circle of the pupils educated at the 
Kimberton Boarding School, few were greater favorites 
than she. The rare qualities of her nature reappeared 
in her daughters as an active benevolence which had for 
its object the welfare of others under all the circum- 
stances of the life which surrounded them. Gertrude 
was a most loyal friend, noble and high-minded to a 
superlative degree, exercising a powerful influence on 
the pupils of the school. As a matter of course, she 
became an enthusiastic anti-slavery woman, and when 
in the height of his splendid oratorical powers, C. C. 
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Burleigh was welcomed to her father’s residence, mated 
natures were found. 

In writing concerning her, William Lloyd Garrison 
says: “ Mrs. Burleigh, long before she became a wife 
and mother, warmly espoused the cause of the enslaved 
millions at the South, and throughout the long and 
eventful struggle for the overthrow of slavery, remained 
faithful to her early convictions and cheerfully accepted 
whatever of private ostracism or public obloquy at- 
tended those not ashamed to be known as abolitionists 
of an uncompromising stamp. In whatever she 
did she was sure to be thoroughly persuaded in her 
own mind, and to act independently of all con- 
siderations of selfishness or worldly expediency. She 
had rare elements of character, which, as opportunity 
presented, fitted her to be a true heroine; one afraid of 
no deprivation, disposed to shrink from no cross, and at 
all times prepared to decide for herself what was right 
and where the path of duty lay. I shall always cherish 
her memory and remember with pleasure that she 
placed me on the list of her closely attached friends.” 

She died at Florence, Mass., on the 26th of August, 
1869, in the fitty-fourth year of her age, mourned and 
loved by the community in which she had zealously la- 
bored. Her true worth was fully understood and most 
highly appreciated by these co-workers, and at her 
funeral, Florence Hall was so densely crowded that all 
could not find seats, some of the discourses being ex- 
ceedingly appropriate and touching. 
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tween the Northern Slave States and those bordering 
on the Gulf, was always a terror to the slaves. They 
had a deep and intense horror of being “sold to go to 
Georgia,” as they expressed it. If they saw a slave- 
trader, or overheard some remarks which induced them 
to believe there was to be a sale, their only safety was 
in escape. This they effected by night, starting on foot, 
or taking their master’s horses and wagon, and going as 
far as they could toward the North Star by morning, 
then turning the horses loose, secreting themselves by 
day and traveling at night. The many expedients re- 
sorted to by them for escape, which they related to 
Elijah, he has remarked, would fill a volume. 

There was generally an influx of fugitives after the 
Christmas holidays. They took advantage of the privi- 
leges given them at that season, many having passes 
given them by their masters to attend meeting, or to 
visit some distant relatives, which they used as_pass- 
ports to freedom. 

Men frequently said that if an attempt were tu be 
made by their masters to reclaim them it would involve 
a question of “liberty or death.” 

One stalwart man who had lived in that vicinity 
many years went back to Maryland after the Emanci- 
pation Act to visit the old “quarters,” the abode of his 
early years. While it was to him a matter of special 
interest to view the old slave-buildings, the fields where 
he and others had toiled under the austere commands 
of a driver, where weary backs and limbs had accom- 
plished tasks under the daily crack of the whip, and 
where the soil had been watered by the tears of sorrow- 
ing hearts whose children, parents, companions or loved 
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Just after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
twelve fugitives who had been residing temporarily in 
Elijah F. Pennypacker’s vicinity, summarily left. He 
took a two-horse dearborn load of women and children to 
Philadelphia and the men walked. From there they 
scattered in different directions, some to New York, 
some to Massachusetts and some to Canada. 

One time when Elijah’s mother was staying with her 
daughter, Catharine Rinewalt, two fugitives came there 
and got refreshments and went on. They felt they 
owned themselves and walked off from their reputed 
master. Soon after they left two men came and in- 
quired for them. His mother said they were not there, 
knowing at the same time they were not far away. 
After a little parley she invited the pursuers to stop 
long enough to have some coffee and refreshments. 
They objected and wished to hurry on. She insisted 
with such friendliness and hospitality that they eventu- 
uly said: “ Well, madam, we are hungry and will be 
glad of some coffee.” Gifted with the power of being 
entertaining she used it to good advantage on that oe- 
casion in detaining the two men while John Rinewalt, 
Catharine’s husband, who carried on merchant milling 
at Moore Hall mill, took the fagitives across the river 
to a place of security. 

Elijah F. Pennypacker owns and resides on part of 


_a large farm formerly owned by his father in Schuylkill 


township, Chester county. He was born at the mansion 
place of that farm Eleventh mo. (November) 29th, 1804. 
His parents were both of German descent, and in early 
married life were connected with the Society of Men- 
nonites. Later in life they connected themselves with 
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the Baptist denomination, and were earnest and de- 
voted members of that sect of Christians. They were 
both very exemplary and circumspect in their life; felt 
an interest in the temperance and anti-slavery move- 
ments, and in the success of the workings of the Under- 
ground Railroad. 

His mother was remarkable for wisdom and an in- 
tuition or insight into questions or movements which 
relate to the present and their bearing upon the future. 
This innate quality of mind was transmitted in a large 
degree to her son. 

He was a member of the State Legislature four ses- 
sions—that of 1831-2, 1832-3, 1854-5 and 1835-6, was 
elected secretary of the Canal Board, Second mo. (Feb- 
ruary) 1836, and continued in that position till Second 
mo. 1838, when he was appointed by Governor Ritner, 
a member of the Canal Board. 

In Second mo. 1839, he retired from political life, 
and soon thereafter engaged heartily in the anti-slavery 
cause, and also in the Temperance movement. His 
mind was so constituted as always to be directed toward 
reform. His fine organization was such as to sympa- 
thize with the suffering and the oppressed wherever 
found, or from whatever cause. His great and sincere 
object in life was to strive by precept and example to 
make men purer, wiser, better. 


“For mankind are one in spirit, and an instinct bears along 
Round the eurth’s electric circle the swift flash of right or wrong: 
Whether conscious or unconscious, yet Humanity’s vast frame, 
Through its ocean sundered fibres feels the gush of joy or shame, 
In the gain or loss of one race all the rest have equal claim.” 


During his connexion with the affairs of the State 
he was much interested in its improvements by railroads 
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beloved and revered by those who know him, for his 
gentleness of spirit, his integrity of character, benevo- 
lence of heart, and soundness of mind; an irreproach- 
able member of that society, whose pure life is an orna- 
ment to his professson—was silenced in his own society. 


Had Elijah F. Pennypacker spoken thus in any politi- 


cal, social, or religious meeting in Pheenixville, (near 
which he resides), we believe he would have been heard 
with respect, for however men may differ with him in 


opinion, they there know and esteem him too well to. 


lay a finger upon those lips which always breathe bless- 
ings and speak words of love.” 

He does not believe in mystifying religion, but in 
making it so plain and applicable to our every-day 
transactions in life that “he that runs” may compre- 
hend its meaning, its laws and its requirements. He 
recognizes as a fundamental principle, that the whole 
universe of mind and matter is governed by fixed and 
immutable law; that God is as immanent in a grain of 
sand or the lower orders of nature, as in the highest 
which is the mind of man: 


“‘ Breathes in our soul, informs our mortal part, 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart.” 


He does not inculcate the belief that the dlvinity of 
Jesus was super-natural, but that his divinity was natu- 
ral—the gift of the Creator (differing in measure) to 
every rational being—* the true Light which lighteth 
- every man that cometh into the world:” or as George 
Fox succinctly termed it, “ the Light within.” 

He has lived to see the national sin, slavery, which 
disturbed the fraternal relationship of the country, 
abolished ; he maintains with wonted vigor his testi- 
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mony against the legislative sanction of liquors as a 
beverage; he is desirous of promoting that policy be- 
tween governments of settling differences by arbitration 
instead of the sword, that the finer sensibilities of man 
may not be blunted, nor his fiery passions inflamed by 
scenes of war and bloodshed; that the love of the 
Father may unite His children upon earth into the one 
great brotherhood of man, and that Peace may yet 
weave her olive branch around every nation’s sceptre. 


JOSEPH P. SCARLETT. 


(Born Third Month 15th, 1821.—Died Seventh Month 14th, 1882.) 

Joseph P. Scarlett, Philadelphia, resided during the 
earlier period of his life on the farm of his mother, 
Elizabeth Scarlett, in Robinson township, Berks county, 
six miles from Morgantown on the Chester county line. 

As far back as 1838 slaves were sent to their place, 
chiefly by James Williams—* Abolition Jim”—of Sads- 
bury, Chester county. Williams gave them a paper 
containing the names Waynesburg, Morgantown, 
Joanna Furnace, and Scarlett’s. Arriving at the latter 
place they were cared for, and assisted on their way to- 
ward Canada. No especial plan was taken to secrete 
them. Being so far from the Border Slaves States, their 
section was rarely visited by slavehunters. 

Fugitives frequently hired with farmers in the neigh- 
borhood. One named Washington lived with Elizabeth 
Scarlett a number of years. Yearning to see his wife 
and children again, and if possible have them with him, 
he went back to his former home in Virginia, hoping to 
be able by some means to succeed in bringing them 
North. He saw them, but before he could consummate 
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served any difference between them and other colored 
people. 

A party was brought there one very wet day by two 
colored men from Joseph Haines. At dinner some 
curiosity was manifest as to their character and purpose. 
Seeing this they said they were moving and that the 
other part went by way of another road. 

They certainly were moving. 


THOMAS READ. 
(Born Second Month, 1793.—Died Ninth Month 23d, 1856.) 

In 1841, Thomas Read lived in a retired place along 
the Schuylkill, four miles west of Norristown. The 
fugitives he received were chiefly men, who following 
directions given them, came in the night. Some were 
brought. He sent many to J. Miller McKim, at the 
anti-slavery office in Philadelphia, William Still being 
generally the receiving agent. Others were sent in 
various directions. Some remained and worked for him 
when required. 

At one time four came, three of whom were large, 
intelligent young men, the other was an old man who 
was making his second effort at escape. His first at- 
tempt was successful, and he had enjoyed his freedom for 
some years, when he was betrayed by a colored man and 
reclaimed by his master. These four men were, there- 
fore, very suspicious of persons of their own color in 
the North. They remained for some time and worked 


for Thomas Read ; but one day a colored man appeared 


who said he was a fugitive, and showed numerous scars, 
but from his actions was suspected of being a spy. The 
four men threatened him with instant death if they dis- 
covered his story was not true. He left the next night, 
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but so frightened were the real fugitives that they were 
anxious to leave the place. They were at once for- 
warded further North. 

A mulatto came and remained during the winter. 
Toward spring he became frightened at rumors that 
slavehunters were on his track, and he was anxious to 
make his way to Canada. He was taken by Thomas 
Read to Philadelphia. The day was very cold, and he 
wore his coachman’s overcoat of a peculiar light color. 
When nearing the city he grew apprehensive that the 
color of his coat might identity him too easily, and he 
insisted upon removing it and riding in his shirt sleeves, 
which he did, bearing the cold without a murmur; be- 
lieving that his ruse made the chances of detection less, 
He reached Philadelphia safely, and was forwarded to 
more Northern agents. 

In 1848 Thomas Read moved to Norristown, and the 
fugitives received there were mostly women and children. 
For years they were forwarded to Quakertown, but this 
system was too laborious, the distauce being twenty-two 
miles, and the driving to be done at night. To change 
this a few abolitionists organized to unite their efforts 
in securing money to forward fugitives by night trains 
to the anti-slavery office in Philadelphia. The prime 
movers in this were Rev. Samuel Aaron, Dr. Wm. 
Corson, Isaac Roberts, John Roberts and others, whose 
names are not now recalled. The fugitives were housed 
by an old colored man named Daniel Ross. He started 
out with his basket and gathered up clothes, money and 
provisions, provided by this abolition organization. He 
was questioned at times by Mary R. Roberts, daughter 
of Thomas Read, whether or not all were fugitives ; were 
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A very strong and bitter animosity existed there 
against the abolitionist, especially in the early days of 
the anti-slavery agitation; and for individuals to make 
any active efforts in behalf of fugitives was to incur 
general denunciation and social ostracism. Malignant 
threats were made, but never carried into effect. The 
furthest extent of a mob demonstration was the stoning 
of the Baptist Meeting House and the breaking up of 
an anti-slavery meeting which was being held there. 
This was the only building in which these meetings 
were held in the early part of the work in that town. 

In later times when public sentiment was growing 
strong in favor of emancipation, very many, even 
among public officials, were hearty sympathizers and 
silent helpers. The positions which they held, depend- 
ing upon public suffrage or popular favor, made it 
politic for them to enjoin secrecy when bestowing aid, 
and to make their sentiments known to but few, even of 


the well known and trusted abolitionists. 


DR. JACOB L. PAXSON. 
(Born June 17th, 1812.) 


As public sentiment in Norristown was inimical to 
the anti-slavery cause until the exigencies of the times 
and the acknowledged justness of universal liberty 
throughout the country made it popular, the harboring 
of fugitives in that place was particularly hazardous. 
Yet among those who dared to do it, who was openly 
known to do it, and who built a secret apartment in his 
house for that especial purpose which it was almost 
impossible to discover, was Dr. Jacob L. Paxson. In- 
dependent and fearless, he did his own thinking, kept 


DR. JACOB L. PAXSON. 
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few trusted friends in the office of Lawrence E. 
Corson, Esq., to devise means for their escape. Dr. 
Paxson proposed engaging five wagons for that even- 
ing, four to be sent in different directions as de- 
coys to lead off the vigilant detectives. The plan 
was adopted, and the wagons and teams were engaged 
of Jacob Bodey, whose sympathies were known to be in 
favor of fugitives. But he would accept no pay, saying 
he would do so much as his share. The first was sent 
up the turnpike road and shortly after, the second was 
sent down that road ; another was sent across the bridge 
toward West Chester, and the fourth out the State road 
toward Downingtown. The attention of the alert off- 
cers being now attracted in these directions, the men 
after having shaved, and otherwise changed their per- 
sonal appearance, walked from the carpenter shop to 
Chestnut street and down Chestnut to the house of 
William Lewis, colored, where the fifth wagon which 
was to go directly through the town and up the Mill 
creek road was waiting for them. 

Dr. Paxson was there also, and saw the men with 
William Lewis, colored, as their driver start safely for 
Quakertown. Lewis was a little tremulous with fear at 
the perilous undertaking, which, with the haste, some- 
what confused him at the start. On the road he be- 
came bewildered, and went several miles out of the way, 
which gave Parker the impression that he was partly 
intoxicated—a condition in which Lewis never was 
known to be. From Quakertown they journeyed to 
Canada, traveling part of the way on foot and part by 
public conveyance. 

On the following day the United States Marshal was 
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informed that they had left Norristown and were out of 
his reach. Officers were at once despatched to Quaker- 
town, but the Underground Railroad there disappeared 
from their view, and its passengers could be tracked no 
further. 

At the close of the war, Judge Smyser, of Norris- 
town, was returning on a train from Philadelphia, and 
seeing Dr. Paxson in the same car called out to him, 
“Paxson, is that you? I was at an entertainment last 
night, and some of the party said I was as great a radical 
as you are. I replied, ‘I thank God thatIam!’ But,” 
he continued, “there was a time when, had you been 
convicted under the Fugitive Slave Law, I would have 
given you the extent of the penalty ; for I looked upon 
you as one of the most dangerous men in the commu- 
nity, on account of your utter disregard for that law.” 

On Dr. Paxson’s return home one afternoon in 1846 
he saw on his back porch a very black, gray-haired 
woman, about sixty years of age; also a mulatto woman 
about thirty, and a small, very fair child, with flaxen 
hair, of about six or seven summers. The old woman 
was conversing with Parker Pilsbury. Her cultivated 
thought and remarkable gift of language excited their 
interest and attention. On questioning her they found 
that she, her daughter and granddaughter, were all slaves. 
Paxson interrogated her relative to their escape. She 
stated that they had traveled through Maryland on foot 
by night, and during the day they crawled under corn- 
shocks or hid under leaves in the woods ; their principal 
food being roots and corn for many days. He said to 
her, “ Did you not know that you were running a great 


risk of being caught and taken back, tortured with the 
Kx 
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the important stations on this long line of nightly travel 
with its many branches like arms of beneficence ex- 
tended to the hunted slave to aid him on his way from 
a land of bondage, to seek freedom within the American 
domain of England’s Queen. 

The largest number that came at one time was thir- 
teen—all from Virginia. On being asked where they 
first heard of Joseph Smith, they replied, “ Down where 
we come from. They don’t like you down there. They 
call you an abolitionist.” 

“And was that the reason you tried to get here?” 

“ Yes, sir, it was. We know’d you'd help us on to 
Canada where we'd be free.” 

They were asked how long they were planning their 
escape, and said “several weeks, and we’ve been just 
three weeks getting here. We were afraid of being 
caught and taken back, and every little noise scared us. 
But we were determined to be free. We traveled only 
at night, and in day time we lay in swamps where the 
thickets were almost as dark as night itself. There were 
plenty of them in Virginia, but we didn’t find any in 
Maryland. Sometimes we were two or three days with- 
out anything to eat.” One of’ this number was a lad of 
fourteen. 

Many of the farmers in Drumore township went to 
Baltimore market with loads of produce, taking with 
them their colored drivers. The slaves sought opportunity 
to talk with these teamsters and to ask them many 
questions, as to where they came from, whom they 
lived with, and what kind of work they did, how they 
were treated, etc., etc. These colored teamsters gave 
them all the information they could, which was liber- 
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ally conveyed to others, and especially to the slaves who 
accompanied their masters from the planting states to 
Baltimore on business. These would tell it to other 
slaves on their return South, and say “if they could 
only get to Joseph Smith’s in Pennsylvania he would 
help them on to a land of freedom.” This stimulated 


_ their inborn love of liberty to devising plans by which 


to reach Smith’s, and from there be assisted to where no 
task-master should exact from their weary limbs the 
daily requirements of uncompensated toil. And so suc- 
cessful was the management of this station that all who 
reached it were passed on safely toward the goal of 
their desires. 

An old colored man living near Baltimore who was 
acquainted with Joseph Smith, gave passengers a start 
at that end of the road by piloting them to another 
colored man near the Susquehanna. This man would 
go in the night, see them across the river, and direct 
them to the house of Isaac Waters, living near Peach 
Bottom Ferry, York county, and then return before 
morning. Waters would then take them to Smith’s. 
Here they were concealed in the back part of a dark 
apartment in the barn entirely underground, and victuals 
carried to them while they remained. 

While Joseph had many pro-slavery opponents, yet 
none, he believed, informed on him—at least they gave 
him no trouble. One of them, while at the ferry, on his 
return from York county, observed some men waiting, 
whom he ascertained were slaveholders coming into 
Lancaster county in search ofslaves. Thinking if there 
were any fugitives in that neighborhood they would 
most likely be at Smith’s, he sent him word that these 
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Smith in Pennsylvania. She replied that he was her 
father. He continued, “I would like to tell yeu about 
the poor fugitives I ferry across the river. Many of them 
tell me the that first place they came to in Pennsyl- 
vania was Joseph Smith’s. I frequently see them when 
I visit my parents at Lundy’s Lane. Many of them 
have nice little homes and are doing well.” He ferried 
some across the river during two of the nights she was 
there. 

Joseph Smith was a member of the Society of 
Friends. He was born near London Grove Meeting 
House, Chester county, Fourth mo. (April) 15th, 1801; 
removed to Drumore, Lancaster county, Third mo. 
(March), 1818; was married to Tacy Shoemaker, Ninth 
mo. (September) 17th, 1825; and died Seventh mo. 
(July) 19th, 1878. 


OLIVER FURNISS. 


(Born near Chadd’s Ford, Chester county, Pa., First mo. llth, 1794.— 
Died in Little Britain Township, Lancaster county, Eleventh mo. 
19th, 1858.) 


Oliver Furniss, of Little Britain, assisted in a quiet 
way all fugitives who came to him. It was a custom 
with himself and family to ask them but few questions 
about where they came from. They were always re- 
ceived warmly and kindly by him as human being: 
whose misfortunes, to be born and owned as claves 
claimed his sympathy. He was known as the “fugi- 
tives’ friend,” and they often expressed themselves as 
‘feeling safe in his hands.” The neighbors were not 
generally disposed to interfere much with the colored 
people, or to throw obstructions in the way of assisting 
fugitives to freedom. If any who appeared to be 
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strangers in the neighborhood inquired for work, or for 
persons friendly to colored people, they were directed 
to his place. From there they were sent on different 
routes through Lancaster and Chester counties. 

As the family were always reticent upon the subject 
of the aid which they contributed, no reminiscences of 
individual cases, or the amount of work done, aside 
from the general labor which ail performed, has been 
gleaned. Theirs were good works quietly accom- 
plished. 


JOHN N. RUSSELL. 
(1804—1876. ) 


John Neal Russell, of Drumore, Lancaster county, 
received fugitives from different points, and forwarded 
the greater number to Henry Bushong, about nine miles 
distant. His place was well known throughout Lancas- 
ter and the adjacent counties as one of the regular and 
prominent stations on the slaves’ route toward the 
North Star. Many interesting incidents could be related, 
and some of them full of romance. 

During the height of the Torrey campaign, when 
Charles T. Torrey was making his adventurous and 
precipitate excursions into the very heart of the slave 
States, gathering up large numbers of slaves who wished 
to be free, and conducting them northward, a company 
of twenty-two was brought to John N. Russell about 
twelve o’clock one night by Samuel Bond, a thick-set, 
heavy, stout mulatto, who frequently piloted the ebon- 
hued travelers in their nightly peregrinations toward 
an abiding place of freedom. He threw a pebble against 
the window of the sleeping room occupied by John and 
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* ok °* He was a young farmer. One June morning 
some one rattled and shook his door furiously, at the 
same time setting up an unearthly yell that caused him 
to put his head out of the window in short order. The 
cause of the noise was that a colored girl had been kid- 
napped near by, and that the kidnappers were making off 
with her in a covered wagon at break-neck speed toward 
the Maryland line, about three miles distant. In less 
time than it can be told, Taylor was mounted on the bare 
back of a plow-horse that had only a “blind” bridle, 
and, hatless and bootless, away he went. He had time 
to think, going along, and he thought how foolish 
would be his journey without arms. Just then he 
came to Jacob Kirk’s store. The clerk was taking 
down the shutters. “For God’s sake, give me a 
gun,” said Taylor. There happened to be one in the 
store which he took and away. His steed was too fleet 
for the Marylanders. He overtook them, within, I 


think, about one hundred yards of the line. Riding 


around the wagon, he wheeled in the road, aimed his 
old fowling piece at the driver’s head in a way that 
seemed to “mean business,” and brought the horses to 
their haunches as he exclaimed: “Stir another foot 
and [’ll blow your brains out!” <A part of the sequel 
is that he marched the party back to a magistrate’s 


_office, had the girl discharged and the kidnappers put 


in jail. That is not the best part of the sequel, how- 
ever; that remains to be told. The old gun hadn’t the 
ghost of a load in it! Taylor didn’t know this, neither 
did the kidnappers, of course, but the old gun not 
loaded served its purpose just as well as though it had 


been. * * * 
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yoke of slavery, as his special mission in life. He de- 
voted himself there after fearlessly and faithfully to this 
work. 

He removed to Wilmington, Del., in 1822. 

It is a remarkable fact that, while living in a slave 
state, and in the largest city in that State, with a popu- 
lation hostile to abolitionists, and his house frequently 
under the rigid surveillance of’ police, that of the near- 
ly twenty-nine hundred fugitives who passed through his 
hands, not one was ever recaptured, with the exception of 
a man who had lived some years in Canada and re- 
turned to Wilmington to preach. Remaining there some 
time, he was seized and returned to bondage. 

He would never directly nor indirectly entice a slave 
to leave his master, but when one applied to him for 
aid in escaping from bondage, he never refused assist- 
ance, let the consequences bewhat they might. 

Open assistance given at one time involved him in a 
law suit, an account of which we extract from William 

Still’s “ Underground Railroad.” 

“He met at New Castle a man, woman and six chil- 
dren, from down on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
The man was free, the woman had been a slave, and 
whilst in slavery had had, by her husband, two chil- 
dren; she was then set free and afterwards had four 
children. The whole party ran away. They traveled 

~ several days and finally reached Middletown, Del., late 
at night, where they were taken in and cared for by 
John Hunn, a wealthy Quaker. They were watched 
by some persons in that section, who followed them to 
New Castle, arrested them and sent them to jail. The 
sheriff and his daughter were anti-slavery people and 
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wrote to Mr. Garrett, who went over and had an inter- 
view ; after finding that four of the party were undoubt- 
edly free, he returned to Wilmington and, on the fol- 
lowing day, he and United States Senator Wales went 
to New Castle and had the party taken before Judge 
Booth, ona writ of habeas corpus. Judge Booth decided 
that there was no evidence on which to hold them and 
that, in the absence of evidence, the presumption was al- 
ways in favor of freedom, and discharged them. 

Mr. Garrett then said, “ Here is this woman with a 
babe at her breast, and the child suffering from white 
swelling on its leg ; is there any impropriety in my get- 
ting a carriage and helping them over to Wilmington ?” 
Judge Booth responded, “ certainly not.” Mr. Garrett 
then hired the carriage, but gave the driver distinctly 
to understand that he only paid for the woman and 
the young children ; the rest might walk ; they all got 
in, however, and finally escaped; of course the two 
children born in slavery among the rest. 

Six weeks afterwards the slaveholders followed them, 
and incited, it is said, by the Cochrans and James A. 
Bayard, commenced a suit against Mr. Garrett, claiming 
all the fugitives as slaves. Mr. Garrett’s friends claim 
that the jury was packed to secure an adverse verdict. 
The trial came before Chief Justice Taney and Judge 
Hall in the May term, (1848) of the United States Court 
sitting at New Castle, Bayard representing the prosecu- 
tion, Wales the defendant. There were four trials in 
all, lasting three days; we have not room here for the 
details of the trial, but the juries awarded even heavier 
damages than the plaintiffs claimed and the judgments 
swept away every dollar of his property.” 
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gitives out of Wilmington to safer places. As the phy- 
sician prescribes for each individual case according to 
conditions and symptoms, so did he promptly advise 
means to meet the necessities of each individual case 
that applied to him. Frequently he would give a man 
a scythe, hoe, rake or some other implement to carry on 
the shoulder through the town as if going to work, 
with directions that when a certain bridge was reached 
to hide the tool under it, then strictly follow directions 
to the next station. 

These tools would find their way back and again be 
ready for similar duty. 

He gave those he sent on foot such directions as en- 
abled them readily to find the places of safety, and gave 
the fugitives papers by which the persons to whom they 
were sent would know from whom they came, and that 
they were neither impostors nor spies. 

He wrote many letters to the managers of the anti- 
slavery office in Philadelphia, informing them of slaves 
en route for their place, sometimes of single individuals, 
sometimes of parties of from two to thirty or more; if 
hunters were in close pursuit and large rewards offered, 
he apprised them of all danger and gave them such di- 
rections as were necessary to secure protection and 
safety. These letters gave evidence of his ever-watch- 
ful mind, the secrecy, wisdom, discreetness and success 
of his plannings, his indefatigable labors and his liber- 
ality in paying money where needed for the assistance 
of “ God’s poor,” as he was pleased to call them, out of 
slavery. 

Ifhe knew of'a party coming who were in danger, he 
sent his agents to intercept them before entering the 
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city, and have them ferried across the Christiana river, 
where a carriage would meet them, if they were women 
and children; if men, they were guided to some safe 
place on foot, and then directions were given them how 
to proceed. 

Joseph G. Walker, now living, Tenth mo. 1881, at the 
age of seventy-six years, was one of Thomas Garrett’s 
principal assistants in the removal of fugitives out of 
Wilmington to safe routes northward. Though now 
quite crippled and nearly blind, he warms up with the 
animation of earlier days when he recounts the many 
exploits and the long journeys he frequently made to 


“Point the bondman’s way, 
And turn the spoiler from his prey.” 

During one fall he took away one hundred and thirty 
slaves ; on one occasion he went with seven. From three 
o’clock in the afternoon until six o’clock next morning 
he walked over sixty miles; he did complain a little of 
this, however, and said he would not do it again in the 
same time. His father was a West Indian and his 
mother was English or Scotch; hence his inherited 
powers of locomotion and endurance. 

Fugitives were frequently taken from Thomas Gar- 
rett’s in carriages or on foot, while the reputed owners 
or their agents were watching his movements in other 
parts of the city where he was apparently engaged in 
his business pursuits. 

Officers were sometimes stationed around the house to 
capture slaves who had been traced to Wilmington. 
At times it was necessary to wade the Brandywine in 
winter with fugitives; after which careful directions 
were given and the agents would return by the bridge, 
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rebuking sin in any phase or beneath any guise, or in 
pleading the rights of humanity, especially of the down- 
trodden, enslaved and oppressed African, he expressed 
himself in words and tone and manner so emphatic as 
to reach the most common understanding, or to touch 
the most adamantine heart. While he sent the poniard 
of conviction directly home to the hearts of the guilty, 
he was tender toward the feelings of the unintentionally 
erring, or those who strove to do right against adverse 
influences of a potential character difficult at times 
wholly to overcome. 

His genuine kindness, and love for all the children of 
God, was a marked trait ofhis character. A respectable 
mechanic who had been the recipient of his hospitality 
remarked that “the house of Jacob Lindley and his 
wife was in one respect like the kingdom of Heaven, no 
profession or complexion being excluded.” 

Toward the close of his life he wrote: “Oh! surely 
I may say, I shudder and my tears involuntarily steal 
from my eyes, for my poor, oppressed, afflicted, tor- 
mented black brethren—hunted—frightened to see a 
white man—turned from every source of comfort that is 
worth living for in this stage of being. The tears, the 
groans, the sighs of these, have surely ascended to the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and as a thick cloud are 
awfully suspended over this land. I tenderly and 
tremblingly feel for the poor masters involved in this 
difficulty. I am awfully awakened into fear for our 
poor country.” He was twice married; both wives 
being ministers of the gospel. 

On the twelfth of Sixth mo. (June) 1814, he attended 
New Garden meeting, and spoke with his usual earnest- 
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ness and power. During the course of his sermon he 
intimated “his conviction that there were those present 
who would not see the light of another day,” and added, 
“perhaps it may be myself.” That afternoon he was 
thrown out of a carriage upon his head, dislocating his 
neck. He was aged about seventy. 


LEVI B. WARD. 


In 1848, two men drove up to the house of Levi B. 
Ward, East Marlborough, Chester county, while he was 
absent from home, seized upon a colored boy seventeen 
years of age, and claimed him as their property. Mrs. 
Ward remonstrated against their taking him, but they 
replied that they had papers to prove that he belonged 
to them. They did not show the papers, but hurried 
away with the boy and the family never heard from 
him after-ward. 

It was supposed that the men were kidnappers who 
had been waiting an opportunity to take him when no 
one but women was about to interfere. 


JAMES N. TAYLOR. 
(Born Third month 4th, 1813.) 


James N. Taylor, from early boyhood, felt an interest 
in the anti-slavery movement, and a sympathy for the 
fugitive. In 1841 he removed from East Fallowfield, 
Chester county, to West Marlborough. Prior to that 
date he assisted all slaves who came to his place, but 
was not then connected with the Underground Railroad 
management. After removing to Marlborough, his 
willingness to aid fugitives being known, his residence 
was made a branch station, and he received passengers 
from William Rakestraw and Day Wood, in Lancaster 
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ISAAC MENDENHALL, 


CHAPTER XV. 


IsAAc AND DINAH MENDENHALL.—Interesting Incidents.—HARRIET 
TusmaNn.—Assists Parker, Pinkney and Johnson.—’Squire Jacob 
Lamborn.—Sarah Pearson Opens Free Produce Store in Hamor- 
ton.—Isaac Mendenhall Disowned.—Assist in Organizing Society 
of Progressive Friends.—Reunited to Original Society.—Golden 
Anniversary of Wedding.—Original Estate. 

ISAAC AND DINAH MENDENHALL. 


(Isaac Mendenhall, Born Ninth Mo. 26th, 1806, Died Twelfth Mo. 23d, 
1882. Dinah Hannum Mendenhall, Born Tenth Mo. 15th, 1807.) 


The home of Isaac and Dinah Mendenhall, in Ken- 
nett township, near Longwood, ten miles from Wilming- 
ton, was always open to receive the liberty-seeking slave. 
Their station being nearest the Delaware line was 
eagerly sought by fugitives as soon as they entered the 
Free State. They were generally sent by Thomas 
Garrett, of Wilmington, who, starting them on the road, 
directed them to “ go on and on until they came to a 
stone-gate post, and then turn in.” Sometimes he sent 
a note by them saying, “I send you three,” (or four or 
five, as the case might be) “bales of black wool,” which 
was to assure them that these colored persons were not 
impostors. 

No record was kept of the number they aided, but 
during a period of thirty-four years it amounted to 
several hundred. Many were well dressed and intelli- 
gent. 

At one time fourteen came on a Seventh-day (Satur- 
day) night and remained over next day. The women 


and children were secreted in a room in the spring-house, 
1/8 
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offered for her capture, but all in vain. She could elude 
patrols and pursuers with as much ease and unconcern 
as an eagle would soar through the heavens. She “had 
faith in God ;” always asked Him what to do, and to di_ 
rect her, “which,” she said, “He always did.” She 
would talk about “consulting with God,” or “ asking 
of Him,” just as one would consult a friend upon mat- 
ters of business; and she said “ He never deceived her.” 

After escaping from bondage herself, she set about 
devising means by which she could assist others in leay- 
ing In her first effort she brought away her brother, 
with his wife and several children. Next she helped 
her aged parents from Virginia.to a comfortable home 
in Auburn, N. Y. And thus encouraged, she continued 
making these trips, at intervals, for several years. 
Many who escaped through her directions to Thomas 
Garrett were sent by him to Isaac Mendenhall. 

When the war broke out, she felt, as she said, that 
“the good Lord had come down to deliver her people, 
and she must go and help Him.” She went into Georgia 
and Florida, attached herself to the army, performed 
an incredible amount of labor as cook, laundress, and 
nurse, and still more as the leader of soldiers in scout- 
ing parties and raids. She seemed to know no fear, and 
scarcely ever fatigue. They called her their Moses. On 
account of the valuable services she rendered, several 
of the officers testified that she was entitled to a pen- 
sion from the Government. 

After the Christiana riot, James N. Taylor brought 
Parker, Pinkney, and Johnson and one other whose 
name was not known, to Isaac Mendenhall’s. When 
James returned, the hunters had been at his place in 
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assistance whatever in facilitating the fugiti 


ves’ escape. 
James Russell Lowell truly says : 


“They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three.” 


There were many persons in Kennett township who 
were not strenuously opposed to the anti-slavery move- 
ment ; were inclined to be sympathizers in the cause, but 
thought abolitionists were running great risks. 

Squire Jacob Lamborn was honestly opposed to the 
fanaticism of abolitionists, as their warring against the 
institution of slavery was engendering a spirit of ani- 
mosity in the minds of the Southern people toward those 
of the North. But after hearing a cogent and exhaus- 
tive argument by Abbie Kelley, he was convinced of the 
true principles upon which they stood and united with 
them always afterwards. 

Anti-slavery lectures in that township did much to 
enlighten the people upon universal liberty and to 
soften the asperity of antagonism toward abolitionists, 
although many meetings, in the early part of the time, 
were but slimly attended. 

Many persons in Kennett and vicinity grew to be 
conscientiously opposed to using the products of slave 
labor, as by so doing they were patronizing an evil that 
they were endeavoring to uproot. To meet the demand 
of these persons, Sarah Pearson opened a free produce 
store in Hamorton, about the year 1844, and continued 
it fourteen years. She was well patronized. At first 
she kept only free produce ; but later kept mixed goods. 

Kennett Monthly Meeting of Friends disowned seve- 
ral of its members who had, in a measure, separated 
themselves from it, on account of the meeting’s not 
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taking as active a part in anti-slavery, temperance, and 
other needed reforms of the day, as they held it to be 
the moral duty of a religious body to do. Isaac Men- 
denhall was one who came under this decree of disown- 
ment, but his wife, as earnest in the progressive move- 
ment of reform as he, was never disowned. It 1s a 
principle of Friends to act in harmony. In Hieconald: 
eration of her case there was a “ division of sentiment. 
They united with a number of others in organizing 
the Society of Progressive Friends at Longwood. In 
conformity with a “ Call for a General Religious Con- 
ference, with a view to the establishment of a Yearly 
Meeting in Pennsylvania,” a large number of persons 
assembled in Old Kennett (Friends) Meeting House, on 
the twenty-second of Fifth month (May), 1853. The 
house was filled and many could not gain entrance. 
They invited to membership, “ not only members of the 
Society of Friends, but all those who felt the need of 
social and religious co-operatiou, who looked to God as 
a Universal Father, and who regarded as one Brother- 
hood the whole family of man.” Tney invited all such 
persons to take part in the deliberations upon such a 
plan of organization as might commend itself to their 
judgment, and to take action upon such other subjects 
pertaining to human duty and welfare as might appear 
to demand the attention of the assembly. The eall to 
this Conference was signed by fifty-eight persons, chiefly 
Friends. Its sessions continued four days and were 
marked by free and cordial interchange of views, de- 
velopment of thought, and an earnestness and unity of 
action for the enlightenment, improvement and general 
welfare of the whole human family. That aged and 
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Penn, by Robert Pennell and Benjamin Mendenhall, and 
the deed was signed by his deputies, Edward Shippen, 
Griffith Owen and James Logan, (Penn being then in 
England). The deed was dated Fifteenth day of June 
A. D. 1703, and was for six hundred acres of land, 
which according to present survey makes one thousand, 


and for which they were to “yield and pay therefor, | 


yearly from the said date of survey, to me, my heirs 
and successors at Chester, at or upon the first day of 
March in every year forever thereafter, six bushels of 
gocd and merchantable wheat, to such persons as shall 
be appointed to receive the same.” 


The estate afterwards passed into the hands ot Ben- 


Jamin Mendenhall’s son Joseph, then to an Isaac. Since 
then it has passed alternately from an Isaac to an 
Aaron, and from an Aaron to an Isaae through four 
generations. It has descended from the possession of 
one occupant to the other by will—but one deed was 
ever given, which bears the date of 1703. 

Many testimonials of esteem and love were sent by 
persons who could not be present. Among these was 
one from John G. Whittier, who said, “I knew you in 
the brave old anti-slavery days, and have never forgot- 
ten you. Whenever and wherever the cause of free- 
dom needed aid and countenance you were sure to be 
found with the noble band of Chester county men and 
women to whose mental culture, moral stamina and 
generous self-sacrifice I can bear emphatic testimony.” 

Mary A. Livermore, in a letter addressed to their 
daughter Sallie, on that occasion says, “ With what 
noble people have they been associated! How rich in 
reminiscences their memories must be! They have wit- 


’ 
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nessed the unparalled growth of the country, the down- 
fall of slavery, the nation convulsed with civil war, 
which ended in the death of a colossal national sin and 
the freeing of four million slaves.” 

Isaac and Dinah H. Mendenhall are living at the pres- 
ent writing. They have reached that summit in the 
upward progress of human existence, from which, in re- 
-tirement, they can look down upon a beautifully diver- 
sified landscape, richly adorned with the fruits of their 
own labors. The sunset sky, toward which they are 
tending, is ruddy in its glow, while the sun of glory 
sends forth its effulgent beams from an unclouded sky, 
significant of the celestial brightness awaiting them 
around the Throne of eternal peace. 

Since the above sketch was written, Isaac Menden- 
hall has passed away, dying at his home at Hamorton, 
“ full of years and honors,” in peace, after so many con- 
flicts ; in honor, after so much obloquy.] 
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perhaps, one of the kindest of her sex. Their son, 
Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, differed from either parent, 
and was apparently a new combination, unlike any 
one but himself, differing as strongly from his brothers 
and sisters as he did from his parents. In the period 
to which his youth belonged, the country schools 
in northern Chester county, where he resided, were 
not equal to the needs of a few families of Friends. 
In consequence his father, Bartholomew Fussell, Sr., 
although unaccustomed to the work, built. with his 
own hands a school-house, the walls of which are 
still in a perfect condition. Here his eldest sister, 
Esther, began her career as a successful teacher, begin- 
ning when only sixteen years of age, with her brothers 
and sisters and the children of a few friends. To this 
sister, more than to any one else, Dr. Fussell always re- 
ferred as the person who had stimulated, aided and 
encouraged him in his efforts to obtain a broad and 
useful education. 

Removing with his father to Maryland, he decided 
upon the study of medicine, teaching school by day, 
and reading for his profession at night. But even this 
heavy strain upon his energies was not sufficient. Being 
deeply impressed with the ignorance, misery and degra- 
dation around him, he sought to alleviate the condition 
of the slaves, by opening a Sabbath School and inviting 
their attendance. Here he taught the rudiments of 
knowledge, not for a few hours only, but for the whole 
day, frequently having as many as ninety pupils in at- 
tendance, their advancement being the sole reward he 
desired or obtained. When they had progressed suffi- 
ciently to be able to read the Bible for themselves, it 
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nent of this evil by seeing its ruinour effect and its in- 
human cruelties in Maryland, and his own convictions 
had been intensified by his association with Elisha 
Tyson, so that he was fully prepared to attend the Anti- 
slavery Convention in 1833 and to append his signature 
to its immortal “ Declaration of Sentiments.” He was 
a subscriber to the Liberator from the time the first 
number was issued until, the battle being ended, the 
last number was announced. 

The real earnestness and activity of Chester county 
abolitionism had its date with the advent of Charles C. 
Burleigh, who, about the year 1835, appeared as a 
lecturer in the neighborhood of Kennett Square. 

There being at that time no railroad or stage facili- 
ties by which he could be accommodated, and being a 
remarkable walker, this gifted orator left Philadelphia 
for Dr. Fussell’s, one mile east of the village of Ken- 
nett Square, traveling on foot over bad roads, the whole 
distance. Arriving at his destination in the evening, he 
learned that the doctor and his wife had already de- 
parted to attend a discussion on the subject of Phreno- 
logy, in the village. Tired as he was and supperless, 
our friend immediately followed, and soon overtook and 
passed the doctor and his wife in their carriage. Being 
excessively muddy with travel, this young athlete did 
not present an extraordinarily attractive exterior. The 
first impulse of the kind doctor had been to invite the 
‘stranger he saw passing to a seat in his carriage, but a 
glance at his boots, and a thought of the wife by his 
side checked the impulse, and the wayfarer was allowed 
to pass on. When they reached the place of meeting, 
he was already there, and during the debate which fol- 
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lowed he modestly asked permission to speak, exhibiting 
such an amount of knowledge, extent of research, pro- 
fundity of thought, and such oratorical and logical 
powers as to astonish and captivate his hearers. Dr. 
Fussell used often to tell the story of how he was 
cheated of doing a kindness to Charles C. Burleigh, by 
allowing himself to be governed by a pair of muddy 
boots. 

At this meeting, all were so delighted that Charles C. 
Burleigh had only to express the wish to have ap- 
pointed and announced a meeting on the subject of 
slavery. This meeting was largely attended, for the 
fame of the speaker had gone abroad. Here he pictured 
slavery and liberty in such clear contrast, and depicted 
the Christian duty of man to his fellow men in such 
glowing colors, embellished by the sublime rhetoric of 
which he was master, that the latent sense of justice and 
anti-slavery emotions were stirred up in the hearts of 
the good people of Kennett, and organization and agita- 
tion were at once instituted. From that time onward 
until emancipation was effected, Kennett Square was 
noted among those who were slow to accept the move- 
ment, as the “ hot-bed of abolitionism ” while the earnest 
sympathizers with the negro in bondage, in this and in 
other States, found here kind-hearted, able, and intelli- 
gent men and women to aid in the cause, ever ready to 
assist with their money and their labor, and in whose 
homes they always had a hearty welcome. It was the 
cynosure alike of the fugitive and his friends. 

Discussions were now held in West Chester, Lion- 
ville and various other places throughout the country, 


between the abolitionists and colonizationists, each side 
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he had the opportunity, he would do what he could to 
aid them in acquiring a knowledge of the principles and 
practice of medicine. This purpose he frequently con- 
versed about, and in it he had the cordial sympathy of 
his wife before she died. Even as early as 1840 he had 
given regular instruction to a class of women. In 1846 
he communicated to a few liberal-minded men of his 
own profession, a plan for the establishment of a college 
of the highest grade for the medical education of women, 
holding a meeting for the purpose in his own house. 
Those comprising the meeting were Dr. Ezra Mitchener, 
Edwin Fussell, M. D., Franklin Taylor, M. D., Ellwood 
Harvey, M. D., and Sylvester Birdsall, M. D., including 
himself, six physicians. In inviting a beloved niece to 
be present, he reminded her that it was for her mother’s 
sake—she who had more than any one else, moulded 
his character, and inspired him with the purpose. This 
niece still lives to testify that it was from the germ of 
his thought, hallowed by brotherly affection, that the 
Woman’s Medical College of Philadelphia, grew into 
existence, one of its early graduates being Ann Preston, 
so long a part of the life of the college. Although 
never at any time officially connected with this institu- 
tion, he yet regarded it as the result of one of his best 
efforts, and he continued through life to consider its 
welfare with the deepest interest. 

Like other early abolitionists, he had his share of 
persecution to endure, and was occasionally mobbed 
while making anti-slavery speeches. This occurred once 
in West Chester, but he was supported and protected by 
the best citizens, more particularly by Hon. William 
Everhart, who lost no opportunity of allying himself 
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with the oppressed and their defenders, at that period 
so unpopular. 

At another time, while speaking at Centreville, Dela- 
ware, he was attacked by a party of Irish from Dupont’s 
Powder Mills, who were incited to violence by a person 
who told them that Dr. Fussell had said that “the 
colored persons made better citizens than did the Irish.” 
During the most vigorous period of the anti-slavery 
agitation his life was an almost continual warfare with 
the opponents of that cause, he being prompted by no 
hope of reward, present or prospective, but like other 
abolitionists, solely by benevolent purposes, and by a 
sense of justice and of right ; and no aspersion, however 
infamous, no contumely, however vile, no ostracism, how- 
ever cold, could turn these from the fulfillment of what 
they conscientiously held as a Christian duty. A part 
of his days towards the close of his career, were spent 
with his son, Joshua, at Pendleton, Indiana, and as age 
and infirmity increased, he was most faithfully and 
tenderly cared for by his children, in the home of his 
son, Dr. Morris Fussell, near Chester Springs, Chester 
county, where he died on the fourteenth of Second mo., 
1871. His mortal part was interred near those of his 
ancestors and by the side of his wife, Lydia M. Fussell 
in Friend’s grave yard at Pikeland, where formeily 
stood a meeting house, now gone to decay. ; 

His son, Joshua L. Fussell, contributes a few inci- 
dents which he can remember connected with the escape 
of fugitive slaves. There was an old man named “ Davy,” 
who gained a livelihood by selling peaches, fresh fish 
and other commodities, purchased in Delaware, and sold 
in the neighborhood of Kennett Square. This person 
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certificate being provided for them, signed by the 
requisite number of witnesses. On the same evening 
another pair was also united in a similar manner, before 
the same witnesses. In these times, in the year 1838, 
aboltionists felt it needful to be extremely chary about 
trusting magistrates with secrets of this or any other 
character pertaining to fugitives, but these marriages 
were made strictly legal by providing a sufficient num- 
ber of trusted friends as witnesses. ; 

Earlier than this, another fugitive seems vividly to 
have impressed the boyish memory of Joshua L. Fus- 
sell. This was George Harris, who was remarkable for 
his extraordinary qualities of mind, and for his indom- 
itable perseverance in obtaining liberty. He was reared 
in Maryland or Virginia, and had been sold and taken 
to Georgia, near the boundary line with Florida. He 
was quite a young man, but must have been gifted with 
extraordinary geographical powers. Undeterred by the 
long distance to be traveled on foot, or the privations to 
be endured and risks incurred before he could reach 
“ Mason and Dixon’s line,” he started on his journey, 
determined not only to attempt the undertaking, but to 
succeed in it. For his guides, he relied wholly upon 
the course of railroads running northward and upon 
his knowledge of the country, gained in his compulsory 
journey southward. It is probable that he then had 
escape in view, and that all his faculties were bent in 
one direction, for so accurate was his memory that he 
could enumerate in successive order every county 
through which he passed, as evinced by tracing his 
course upon the map of the country. The narrative of 
his journey abounded in incidents of peril, humor, and 
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State line, no delay was risked in moving them north- 
ward beyond the precincts of danger. 

The women and children who were brought to their 

place from Wilmington, were generally conveyed in a 
dearborn by a colored man named Jackson. If men 
were along, and the party small, they rode. If there 
were several, the men followed on foot. When arriving, 
Jackson gave three distinct raps upon the pale-fence. 
This awakened the family who responded: ‘ Who’s 
there?” “ Friends;’ was the reply. Jackson then 
immediately turned his vehicle and left. The fugitives 
were admitted, a good supper given them, and a speedy 
conveyance furnished to other friends. Thus hundreds 
were aided, and instances of peril and anxiety were not 
rare. Many came directly from their owners in Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina. Few 
questions were asked beyond what were necessary to 
satisfy themselves that the parties were really fugitives 
from slavery. 
_ A man and woman with their child, tired and hun- 
gry, called at their place one night. They had come 
from near Elkton, had ridden one of their master’s 
horses as far as they dare, then traveled the rest of the 
way on foot. They were attired in some of “ Massa’s 
clo’es.” The woman wore a pair of his fine boots. 
Their reason for leaving was a “fear of being sold to 
go South.” They were fed, properly clothed, and as- 
sisted further on their journey. 

It was a custom in the South to give slaves once a 
year a week of holiday in which to enjoy themselves 
without being required to work, and to visit relatives and 
friends on other plantations. Many of them were not 


HANNAH COX. 
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Cox, who was but a lad, took them to West Chester in 
the night, in time to take the first train in the morning. 
As the horses were busy he took but one, which he rode; 
thé men followed. Before reaching West Chester he 
halted and gave them directions to walk by twos at some 
distance apart, so as not to excite suspicion along the 
streets and when he arrived opposite the depot he 
would raise his hat; the first two were then to cross the 
street and enter the door, the others were to follow. On 
reaching the place he gave the signal and rode on to 
Simon Barnard’s to ask if he would go to the depot and 
see that the men were started rightly. He met Simon 
at the gate, and while talking he was astonished to see 
six of the men coming up behind him. They had not 
observed the first two enter the depot, and had followed 
him. He gave them at once into Simon’s charge and 
left. 

In the summer of 1845, eight men came in the night. 
It was hay-harvest, and John Cox was needing help. 
He kept them in the barn to assist. As soon as one 
cart was loaded it was driven in, and the man returned 
with the empty one to the field—John and the boy re- 
maining in the barn. The men wondered how they 
unloaded so quickly. But they were men not to be 
trusted with the secret, and it was carefully kept from 
them. 

_ One midnight, in 1857, they were startled by the sig- 
nal that “ Conductor Jackson’s” train was at Longwood, 
with a party that needed immediate assistance. They 
comprised eighteen in all, seven men, the rest women 
and children. They had been attacked near Centre- 
ville, Del., by a party of Irishmen, whom they took to 
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be kidnappers. They fought desperately; one of the 
negroes showed a knife with which he had stabbed an 
Irishman. The whole party were intensely excited and 
the family very much alarmed, not knowing but that 
the pursuers were close upon them. A hot supper was 
at once prepared for them, and as quickly as possible 
they were taken further North. They had not been 
gone more than fifteen minutes, when loud talking was 
heard from two carriages coming from toward Wil- 
mington, and one person was heard saying, “We'll 
overtake them yet.” The anxious family awaited trem- 
blingly the return of those who took the slaves, know- 
ing well the consequences should they be overtaken and 
captured. 

They learned afterwards that the persons who drove 
by were returning from a party; and that the Irish- 
men were not kidnappers, but lived in the neighbor- 
hood, and had gone out to have a little sport on Hallow 
Eve. The unfortunate one who received the injury, 
died shortly after in Centreville. 

A slave and a free colored man in their employ were 
foddering the stock one morning at daybreak, when two 
men in a carriage stopped near the fodder-stock. One 
exclaimed, “that is he.” At this moment one of the 
men ran to the stack and caught the negro who was de- 
scending the ladder, but who happened to be the free 
man. A sharp fight ensued, in which the white man 
received some severe injuries. The colored man de- 
clared in emphatic language, not wholly in conformity 
with one of the Commandments, that he would shoot 
him. The one in the carriage called out “That is not 
Sam.” Sam knew his master’s voice and hid. The free 
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There, as 5 boy, my heart and mind 
Oft fed on gentler manna, 
For John was ever firm and kind, 
And motherly was Hannah; 
And when with hopes of higher law 
The air of home grew warmer, 
How many a preacher there I saw! 
How many a famed reformer! 
“ * * * * * 


Nor these alone, though all the Jand 
Gives praise where it upbraided ; 

There was a sad and silent band 
Your Christian courage aided : 

They cume in fear, and straightway found 
Food, rest, emancipation : 

THEIR ‘‘ Cox's House” was underground— 
A blessed railway station ! 


Their poet friend, John G. Whittier, who was unable 
to be present, sent them a congratulation, in which, re- 
ferring to the happy visits he had made to their home, 
and to the congenial spirits with whom he had there 
met and conversed, he said: 


How gladly would I tread again the old remembered places, 

Sit down beside your hearth once more, and look in the dear old faces ; 

And thank you for the lessons your fifty years are teaching, 

For honest lives that louder speak than half our noisy preaching ; 

For works of love and duty that knew no selfish ends, 

For hearts and doors set open for the bondman and his friends; 

For your steady faith and courage in that dark and evil time 

When the Golden Rule was treason, and to feed the hungry, crime; 

For the poor slave’s house of refuge when the hounds were on his 
track, 

And saint and sinner, church and state, joined hands to send him 
back. 

Blessings upon you! What you did for each sad suffering one, 

‘So homeless and faint and naked, unto our Lord was done! 


Since then John and Hannah Cox have ceased their 
labors upon earth. The fruits of their good works re- 
main behind them; the record of their earnest, faithful 
lives preceded them into eternity. . After a long life 
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of rare goodness and usefulness, we can but feel assured 
that the Master’s call was theirs, “ Come ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world,” and that a blissful im- 
mortality is now their glorious reward. 
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women have been tortured upon the rack, buffeted in @ 
the streets, and have had their tongues pierced with red © 
hot irons for preaching religious doctrines different «3 


from the belief of others. Michael Servetus and John 
Rogers were both burned to death for this offense. 
Galileo was imprisoned and threatened with death for 
teaching the theory of the earth’s motion. Harvey lost 
a great portion of his practice for a time after he pub- 
lished a Treatise upon his Discovery of the Circulation 
of the Blood. He was defamed by eminent professors 
and by the older members of the profession generally. 
Jenner was stigmatized for introducing vaccination, 
doctors refused to try it, and it was denounced from the 


pulpit as “diabolical.” Franklin had evil things said - 


of him for interfering with heaven’s lightning, in at- 
tracting it from its course and making it to lie down 
harmless at his feet. We are not to wonder then that 
abolitionists were reviled throughout the whole country, 
mobbed in the North, and tarred and feathered in the 
South for advocating freedom to the negro. The spirit 
of denunciation is not confined to any age of the world, 
nor to any race or sect of people. But Progress is a 
law of Nature, stamped upon our being by the hand of 
Deity, and cannot be inhibited or repressed. Radical 
thinkers are necessary for the enlightenment and ad- 
vancement of every age, and the slow and deliberative 
reasoning of conservatives is oft-times essential to the 
modifying and maturing of original thought. Hence 
all fill important niches in the onward progress of the 
world’s events. 

As it is not to be expected;that all will see and believe 
alike at the same time, a respectful consideration for the 
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honest views of others is ever due from man to man. 
And as religious beliefs and tenets are always dear to 
those who espouse them, it was as painful a course of 
action for the reformatory Friends in Kennett Square 
and the vicinity who sought, by extraordinary and ultra 
means, to ameliorate the condition of humanity, to 
absolve themselves from allegiance to their former re- 
ligious ties, as it was for those who remained within the 
pale of the church to disown from membership their 
former co-laborers. 

Times since then have changed. A new era has 
dawned upon our nation. Differences have been settled. 
Over all the past the veil of charity should now be 
tenderly drawn, and the warm hand of love and friend- 
ship be cordially and tenderly extended. 

The house of Simon Barnard being on the direct line 
of “ underground ” travel, was an asylum for the hunted 
slave on his perilous nocturnal journeyings toward the 
North Star and freedom. Hundreds received the usual 
attention, were harbored, fed, clothed and forwarded to 
other friends. But scarcely any r-miniscences can be 


given in detail. Secrecy in the work was the one great 


feature, and not to know or remember too much was one 
of the essentials. The younger members of the family 
were exhorted to silence. They would hear whisperings, 
sometimes see colored people; the very atmosphere 
seemed laden with an impressive hush; then soon, all 
was again as usual. 

The effort was to pass all fugitives along as quickly 
as possible. Simon Barnard kept a large, two-horse, 
close-covered wagon, which was called “ Black Maria,” 
and by hanging 2 quilt close to the front seat where he 
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Simon Barnard, a son of Joseph Barnard, and his 
wife, Mary Meredith, was born in Newlin, Chester 


county, Highth mo. (August) 7th, 1802, on ancestral | 


lands acquired in 1726 by Richard Barnard, the second, 
who was a son of the emigrant ancestor who arrived 
here in 1685. 

In Tenth mo., 1827, he married Sarah, daughter of 
Emanuel and Martha Darlington, of East Bradford. 
In 1852 they removed to West Chester, and in 1863 to 
Philadelphia, where he still resides in the enjoyment of 
good health. 

He was engaged in farming until about his fiftieth 
year. In West Chester he engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness and the building of houses; and in Philadelphia 
in the manufacturiug of bricks by steam and in real es- 
tate investments. He is now enjoying in retirement the 
fruits of an active life. 

The Barnards were all abolitionists. Richard M. 
Barnard, a brother of Simon, and occupying an adjoin- 
ing farm, rendered some effective service to fugitive 
slaves, but he was more of a politician in those days, 
and more conservative. He was a representative in the 
Legislature at Harrisburg in 1837-38. He was a 
prominent and influential man of the neighborhood, 


and was much relied upon as an umpire in disputed . 


questions, being a clear-headed accountant, mathemati- 
clan, surveyor, conveyancer and man of affairs. 
EUSEBIUS BARNARD. 
(Born Seventh Month (July) 1802.—Died 1865.) 
When the number of slaves that were forwarded by 
Daniel Gibbons to friends in Lancaster county and the 
northern part of Chester county, and by Thomas Gar- 
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visit to Ohio, and were expecting some of the family to 3 


meet them on their return to Downingtown the next 
day. Upon the oldest son, Eusebius R., now devolved 
the task of conducting these passengers. It was some- 
what hazardous to venture out with them at that 
time of day, but he loaded some in a dear- 
born so as to give them the appearance of going 
to a colored Quarterly Meeting, then in session near 
by. The balance of the party were to walk far 
enough behind to keep in sight of the dearborn, while he 
rode on horse-back some distance in advance. He took 
them to Dr. Eshleman’s, left the horse there which he 
rode, and returned with the dearborn. They met a 
great number of persons, but no one suspected that the 
load of dusky humanity which passed, were passengers 
on the “Underground Railroad,” traveling in open 
daylight, with their conductor in front, piloting them 
with as much calmness as though he were riding on an 
ordinary errand. On the following day the dearborn 
was driven to Downingtown, Eusebius and William re- 
turned in it, and the horse was ridden home from Dr. 
Eshleman’s house. 

On the 27th of October, 1855, while a number of 
friends were assembled at Longwood to level the ground 
and make arrangements for building sheds, a party of 
eleven came there from Wilmington’; they were kept 
until evening, when Eusebius took them home with him, 
‘gave them supper and lodging, and at two o’clock next 
morning sent Eusebius R. with them to Downingtown. 
To avoid suspicion which so many in one gang at that 
place would excite, he was directed to divide the party 
before reaching there, to take those in the dearborn to 
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About eleven o’clock Thomas Garrett passed along 
the street and called attention to the horses ; said they 
looked in bad condition, and wondered whose they were. 
No one knew, but some observed that they had seen 
them there since early in the morning. He suggested 
their being taken to a stable and cared for. Perhaps 
some people had stolen them in the night and driven 
them to Wilmington for a ride, or for some other pur- 
pose. If the owners should call they could be told 
where to find them, and the matter be explained. The 
crowd which had then collected thought this the best 
thing to do, as the horses looked badly in need of 
provender. The news soon spread over town. In the 
afternoon the slave-hunters came, and were told where 
the horses were. They supposed then that the slaves 
were hidden somewhere in the town, and would be 
crawling out of their coverts at night. So every sus- 
pected place was well watched—Thomas Garrett’s in 
particular. The hunters remained in town a day or 


two and continued an assiduous and determined search, 


but hearing no tidings whatever of their slaves, they 
abandoned their efforts and returned home. 

The fugitives reached the home of Graceanna Lewis 
and sisters, where they were separated and forwarded 
on different roads toward Canada. 

About the middle of March 1861, two women, both 


_somewhat crippled, with four children, were brought to 


Eusebius Barnard’s place late in the evening. The 
reasons given for leaving their master, were that one or 
more of the children were about to be sold, and that in 
their own crippled condition they could not perform the 
tasks given them each day without great fatigue and 
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suffering. They were given food and comfortable beds. 
At two o’clock in the morning Eusebius R. was called. 
He had retired early in the evening, before the party 
arrived, as he had to prepare a lecture next day to 
deliver at the close of the session of Fairville Seminary 
which he was attending, five miles from home. 

It was the custom to select one or two members of 
each class to give a lecture on Commencement Day 
upon such subject as the professors might select. One 
hour was allotted to each class for this purpose. The 
subject given to Eusebius R. Barnard was Electricity. 
Being called at two o’clock, the hour invariably fixed 
for starting with fugitives, he knew well what it meant. 
He was always willing to rise at night and do whatever 
was asked of him, but having only three days left of the 
session, and that being the last day of the week, on 
which they had but few lessons to recite, he wished to 
devote the whole day, aside from the time required for 
those lessons, in preparing himself to meet the large 
audience which always assembled on those occasions, to 
give an instructive lecture in a clear manner, and to 
make it still more interesting by illustrating different 
parts of it with appropriate apparatus. He therefore 
asked to be excused from going that morning. But 
excuses were vain. The demand was absolute. The 
women and children had to be hurried along as fast as 
possible, and no one could then go in his stead. For once 
he arose with reluctance, and mused pensively over the 
gloomy prospect of preparing his lecture that day. 

He took them to the nearest station, one to which he 
seldom went, thinking if they could be received there it 
would enable him to return soon. But peculiar circum- 
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but declined fer himself. The fatigue and disappoint- 
ments of the day had destroyed all appetite. 


He had now but two days left in which to prepare | 


his lecture, in connection with other school lessons. But 


‘ Like a ball that bounds 
According to the force with which 'twas thrown ; 
So in affliction’s violence, he that’s wise, 
The more he’s cast down will the higher rise.” 


He applied himself with redoubled energy, and when 
the day arrived he and another student, who was 
at the same time a teacher of some branches, were to 
occupy the hour allotted to that class. Eusebius was 
called first, although he wished the teacher to lead off in 
the programme. Tremblingly, but trustfully, he stepped 
upon the rostrum and faced his audience. 

He expounded the principles and properties of elec- 
tricity, illustrating the lecture with the apparatus at his 
command ; nor was he conscious of how time was pass- 
ing until nearly the whole hour was consumed. The 
second speaker had scarcely finished his exordium 


when the bell tapped, announcing the expiration of the 


time—much to the disappointment of the latter as he 
had prepared with great care a very elaborate speech 
for the occasion. 

This terminated the labors of Eusebius Barnard in 


the Underground Railroad work. These were the last 


fugitives that called on him for assistance. The war 


broke out soon after and he lived to see the glorious 


work accomplished—the abolition of slavery—for 
which he had given his time, labor and money for a 
number of years. 

Like all others on regular routes he had passed hun- 
dreds on their way to freedom. 
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The old house is still standing, and the kitchen floor 
upon which so many fugitives lay and slept upon comfort- 
able beds waiting for the “two o’clock A. M. train” to 
leave, frequently calls up reminiscences of by-gone times. 

Eusebius Barnard was a “ recommended minister ” in 
the Society of Friends, and a member of Kennett 
Monthly Meeting. He spoke at anti-slavery and tem- 
perance meetings, and preached against the evils of 
slavery and intemperance in the meetings for worship 
in the Society. He was disowned from membership 
along with William Barnard, Isaac and Dinah Menden- 
hall, Isaac Meredith and other reformers. He then 
united himself with the Progressive Friends. At the 
close of the war when slavery was no longer an ex- 
citing topic, and Friends were no longer exercised upon 
the subject, he was about asking to be again taken into 
membership when he died. 

His first wife, Sarah Painter, was an excellent 
woman and united with him in all his religious and re- 
formatory labors. His second wife, Sarah Marsh, was 
also in sympathy with him in all the good works that 
characterized his life. Thus two congenial companions 
were faithful helpers to him in the performance of his 
life’s mission. 

WILLIAM BARNARD. 
(Born Fourth Month 16th, 1800.—Died First Month 22nd, 1864.) 

William Barnard, of Pocopsin, Chester county, be- 
gan assisting slaves about the year 1840. They came 
to him chiefly through the hands of Thomas Garrett 
and Dr. Fussell, and were from Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, and as far South as Georgia. When they 


were on foot, and were asked how they found his place, 
nk 
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just arisen, opened the house and was kindling the fire 
when three white men entered. Frightened at their 
appearance he ran and hid. Taking the lighted candle, 
they went up stairs directly to the chamber where the 
poor girl lay sound asleep. They lifted her from the 
bed*and carried her down stairs. In the entry of the 
second floor they met one of the women who, hearing 
an unusual sound, had sprung from her bed. Her 


screams and those of the girl, aroused Zebulon, who 


hurried, undressed, from his chamber on the ground 
floor. He endeavored to save the girl, but his efforts 
were powerless against the three. With frightful im- 
precations they hurried her to the carriage which was 
in waiting, and drove off. Quickly as possible he 
started in pursuit. Reaching West Chester he learned 
that they had driven through the borough in a two- 
horse vehicle at full speed a half an hour before. 

This stealing of the girl must have been concocted, 
and the carrying out of the plan aided by persons well 
acquainted with the premises and the town. Anda 
knowledge of the scheme was not confined to those who 
came to the house, as three or four men of that village 
took a position in a barn close by, to “see the fun.” 

Through the efforts of many friend, this unfortunate 
child was rescued from the hands of slave-traders in 
Baltimore and, with her mother, was afterward helped 
on to the North. When Zebulon Thomas’s family last 
heard from mother and daughter, they were living in 
Canada. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


IsAAC AND THAMAZINE P, MEREDITH.—MORDECAI AND EsTHER HAYES. 
—MAHLON AND AMOS PRESTON.—CHANDLER AND HANNAH M. DarR- 
LINGTON.—BENJAMIN AND HANNAH S, KenT.—A Large Party of 
Fugitives.—ENnocu LeEwis.—Conscientious Labors.—Redeems a 
Negro at Great Risk. 

ISAAC AND THAMAZINE P. MEREDITH. 


(Isaac Meredith, Born Eleventh Mo. 18th, 1801.—Died Ninth Mo. 28th, 
1874.) (Thamazine P. Meredith, Born First Mo. 11th, 1812.) 


The home of Isaac and Thamazine P. Meredith, 
Newlin, Chester county, was situated in a secluded spot, 
and therefore possessed rare advantages as a station for 
the aid of “God’s Poor” to freedom. Slaves were 
brought there from Thomas Garrett, John Cox, Simon 
and William Barnard, Moses and Samuel Pennock, 
Dr. Fussell, and frequently from other places ; and were 
generally taken to Dr. Eshleman, Gravener Marsh, 
Benjamin Price, John Vickers, Nathan Evans and 
Maris Woodward. ; 

Simon Barnard frequently brought them part way, 
then gave them a slip of paper with writing to show 
they were not imposters. Isaac Meredith, or some other 
trusted person, took them to other stations, or so far on 
the way as to obviate the necessity of their making any 
enquiries along such sections of the routes as were’ known 
to be hostile to them. 

There were more arrivals in winter than in summer. 
Scarcely a week passed during that season in which one 
or more “trains” did not arrive with passengers leaving 
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‘slavery meetings within reasonable distance. 


ton, from William Barnard’s and other stations on that 


‘Mordecai’s son, Jacob, took them at night in a dear- 
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anti-slavery trouble in the meeting reached its climax, 
when he and his wife, who was also a member and an 
earnest co-worker with him, came under the ban of con- 
demnation and their life-long connection with the 
Society was severed. They then united with the Pro- 
gressive Friends. 

The war over, slavery abolished, the Dove of Peace’ 
settled down once more upon the Society, and the olive’ 
branch was tendered to Isaac and his wife, who accepted 
the offering and the unity of former days was again es 
tablished. They, however, maintained their freedom of 
thought, and their desire to see and aid the advancement 
of all necessary reforms. 


MORDECAI AND ESTHER HAYES. 
(Mordecai Hayes, 1794—1837.) (Esther Hayes, 1788—1869.) 


Mordecai and Esther Hayes, Newlin, were among the 
first agents on that branch of the route through Chester 
county. They were earnest in the cause, and no weather, 
however stormy, deterred them from attending anti- 


Fugitives were brought to their place from Wilming- 


route, in numbers ranging from two to a wagon load. 
It was customary for those bringing them to drive under 
an open wagon-shed, arouse the family, and then unload. 
They were secreted in the house and at the barn. 


born to Gravener Marsh, Dr. Eshleman, Esther Lewis, 
John Vickers or Nathan Evans. If there was but one 
or two, they were given a slip of paper with directions 
either to Gravener Marsh or Dr. Eshleman. 
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MAHLON AND AMOS PRESTON. 


(Mahlon Preston, 1781—1855.) (Amos Preston, Born Seventh Mo., 15th, 
1786. Died Twelfth Mo. 2d, 1856.) 


Mahlon and Amos Preston, two brothers, members of 
the Society of Friends, the latter a minister, lived on 
adjoining farms, near West Grove, Chester county. 
Their places were not regular stations, but when fugi- 
tives came, they always gave assistance. 

About the year 1819 or 1820, a colored man named 
Jarvis Griffith, with his wife and three or four children, 
came to Amos Preston’s, and was allowed by him to live 
in an apartment over his spring-house. The man and 
wife proved to be industrious, faithful, hard-working 
people, and Amos was s9 well pleased with them that he 
built a small house for them on one part of his land. 
The children were put under the care of farmers in the 
neighborhood. All went on well for about two years, 
when one morning, about daylight, a person came run- 
ning to Mahlon’s house with a message that kidnappers 
were at Jarvis’s. He hastened there and found three 
or four rough men with pistols. They had obtained 
entrance into the house by finesse, had pinioned the 
father, mother and youngest child, and were about 
starting with them for Maryland, when a number of the 
neighbors, who had by that time arrived, deterred them. 
Slave-hunters were not quite so bold and defiant then as 
in after years, when the Fugitive Slave Law gave them 
greater authority upon free soil, and these men were com- 
pelled to go to West Chester to prove their property be- 
forea judge. After hearing the evidence, the judge gave 
them the requisite authority to carry the family back to 
Maryland. A few months after, a person, purporting to 
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lars for a full deed of manumission; assuring him that 
nothing more would be paid and he had “ Hobson’s’ 
choice” to take that or nothing. He acceded to the 
proposition, and William henceforward breathed the’ 
air of undisputed freedom. Ba 

Thus every member of that family, with the excep- 
tion of one girl, was rescued by devoted friends from a_ 
system which held them as chattel property. 


CHANDLER DARLINGTON. 


(Chandler Darlington, Born Eleventh Mo. (November) 4th, 1800. Died ~ 
Third Mo. (March) 29th, 1879.) (Hannah M., Born 10th Mo., 29th, 
1808.) 


Chandler and Hannah M. Darlington were well known - 
as friends of the slave. Their place was not a regular 
underground station. Their locality and surroundings 
were unfavorable to concealment, or escape, in case of 
search. The slaves who were helped on their way were 
from the District of Columbia, Virginia, Maryland and 
Delaware, under the auspices of Thomas Garrett. They 
were brought from the vicinity of Wilmington by a 
conductor in a close carriage, arriving about eleven 
o'clock, P. M. A gentle tap was usually heard at the 
window, and a suppressed call, “ Can you care for these 
people?” giving the number. They then alighted from 
the carriage, and the escort left immediately, without 
being known to any one; the shutters were closed, a 
light was struck, the slaves were taken into the house, 
~ served with coffee and supper, packed into a carryall 
dearborn, and Chandler drove the team to the house of 
one of the Barnard family, or, if time and the roads per- 
mitted, to a more distant station. 

Some mornings there were questions and evasive 
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answers: ‘ Anything the matter last night? I heard 
a noise.” One dark, dismal night, the transfer was 
rendered difficult by bad roads ; dawn of day approached 
before the horses were in their stall. A member of 
the household hastened from the barn to announce the 
fact that “somebody had the horses out last night ; they 
were all over wet and muddy,” and one of “ Miss 
Opie’s white lies” could scarce appease his consternation. 

Occasionally a footman presented himself, offering a 
small piece of paper with a written request, “ please 
help this traveller to a place of safety,” or something of 
similar import. 


BENJAMIN AND IANNAH 8. KENT. 


(Benjamin Kent, Born Third Mo., 23d, 1805.—Died Eleventh Mo. 29th, 
1881.) (Hannah S. Kent, Born Second Mo., 18th, 1806.—Died 
Seventh Mo., 4th, 1882.) 


Benjamin and Hannah S. Kent, Penn township, were 
zealous laborers in the anti-slavery cause. While taking 
an active part at public meetings, their greatest work 
was done ina quiet, private way. They assisted in organ- 
izing the Clarkson Anti-slavery Society at West Grove 
Meeting House, about the year 1831. They gave of 
their means for anti-slavery purposes, and while their 
home was not on the main route, it was a branch station 
where the fugitives who came that way received prompt 
assistance. 

At one time Benjamin Kent, with others, went on a 
hazardous journey into Maryland to bring away thirty- 
five men, women and children, who were awaiting means 
of escape. With prayerful hearts, and trusting in 
Divine guidance and protection, they made the trip 
safely and successfully. The fugitives were armed with 
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Bridge, for the accommodation of herself and friends a 
who bore a testimony against using the products of the | 
slave’s uncompensated toil. Although her pro-slavery.ge 
neighbors refused to buy at her store, she received a 
fair share of patronage. Benjamin manufactured fre 
satinetts for her—always at a loss to himself as flax was» 
higher priced than cotton. 

After remaining there five or six years she removed 
to Penn’s Grove, Chester county, and opened a store for 
the sale of free produce exclusively. As this could not 
complete in cheapness with that of slave-labor, the 
profits were much less. She furnished clothing and 
money when needed for the aid of fugitives. Among ~ 
her free-produce customers were Thomas, Eli, and 
Charles Hambleton, of Chester county, and Joseph § 
Smith, Thomas Whitson, and William Brosius, of Lan-— 
caster county. ge 

Benjamin and Hannah Kent were distinguished as — 
active abolitionists for a period of thirty years—until 
slavery had no longer an existence. 


ENOCH LEWIS. 

776—1856. 
Enoch Lewis was an active and energetic friend of q 

the colored race. When quite a young man and a 
teacher at the Friend’s Boarding School at Westtown, 
he was frequently applied to, on behalf of colored per- 
sons claimed as fugitives from labor, and in such cases 
he exerted himself to the utmost to prevent free persons 
from being carried off as slaves. For upwards of a 
quarter of a century free negroes were subject to the dan- 
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ger of being sent into slavery on certificates of Justices 
of the Peace fabricated by kidnappers for the purpose. 
When a negro was arrested as a slave, all that could be 
done was to attend the hearing before the justice, ascer- 
tain the character of the evidence exhibited by the 
claimant, and present such proofs of a contrary tendency 
as could be had. Enoch Lewis was very well acquainted 
with the law relating to the rendition of fugitive slaves, 
and his services on such occasions were valuable in 
keeping the justices, who usually favored their claim- 
ants, to the strict line oftheir duty. It not unfrequently 
happened that persons supposed to be free were unex- 
pectedly found to be slaves, and that all efforts to rescue 
them from the hands of their captors were unavailing. 
One instance of this kind is recollected. While Enoch 
Lewis was a teacher at Westtown, he was aroused from 
his bed before daylight one morning by a negro woman 
in great alarm, who came to inform him that her hus- 
band had been arrested in the night by slave-catchers, 
and carried off to West Chester. 

Her husband was an industrious and well-behaved 
colored man, who had lived in the neighborhood some 
eight or ten years, and was supposed to be free. He 
was taken before the judge of the district at West 
Chester, and before Enoch Lewis arrived the hearing 
had begun, and the man had acknowledged that he was 
the slave of the claimant. Enoch Lewis then proposed to 
purchase the man, and after some negotiation the master 
agreed to take $400 for him in cash. Enoch drew up a 
paper, to which he subscribed his own name as one of 
the purchasers and in a short time $100 were thus 
raised. The other $300 Enoch himself paid, taking the 
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creek, and from creek back to de cave, smellen’ de 
groun’. De men stamp and thrash about, ride up and 
down de creek pass my tree. De moon perty bright, 
but de same good speret what tell me to git away from 
de cave, wouldn’t let em see me dar lyin’ on dat lim’ 
like a coon.” 

This colored preacher brought with him to Enoch 
Lewis’s a little nephew, about five years old, whom Enoch 
reared and educated. Being inclined to adventure, 
this boy was given his liberty when about eighteen, 
became steward on a passenger ship plying between New 
York and Liverpool, and subsequently on a large steam- 
boat on the Hudson, and when last heard from was thus 
employed and prospering. 

The outrages formerly inflicted on free colored people 
by the slave system, are illustrated by an instance which 
occurred over sixty years ago. A free negro, residing 
in the western part of Londongrove, or in one of the 
adjacent townships, had occasion to go to Baltimore on 
business. Having no pass from any slave-owner, he was 
liable to arrest on suspicion of being a runaway slave, 
‘under a law of Maryland, and advertised, and if, after 
a certain number of days, no claimants appeared, the 
suspected runaway was sold for his jail fees at public 
auction. The man, in this case, being found without a 
pass, and knowing no white man in Baltimore to vouch 
for him, was arrested and thrown in prison, and no 
person appearing to claim him, he was advertised to be 
sold on a certain day. Information of the facts having 
been communicated to Enoch Lewis and his friends in 
the neighborhood, Israel Jackson, who knew the man, 
hastened to Baltimore, procured a writ of habeas corpus, 
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proved his freedom, and, after a pretty sharp contro- 
versy as to the legal right of the authorities to detain 
him, obtained his release and brought him away with 
him. 

Evan Lewis, the youngest brother of Enoch, resided 
in Wilmington, Delaware, and was a zealous and active 
abolitionist. His house was for many years a much 
frequented station on the Underground Railroad. The 
fugitives who came his way were generally forwarded 
in the direction of Philadelphia, but some, when cir- 
cumstances required that they should pursue a different 
route, took the road to New Garden and were commit- 
ted to the care of Enoch Lewis for such friendly aid as 
was needed. 

By an Act of Congress of February 12, 1793, Judges 
and Justices of the Peace of the several States were 
authorized to issue warrants for the removal of negroes 
and mulattoes claimed asslaves. Under this Act many 
and terrible abuses were practiced. On fictitious ciaims, 
free colored persons were arrested without notice and 
hurried before justices favoring this species of kidnap- 
ping, and sharing with the perpetrators the profits of it. 
When thus arrested, the alleged fugitives were sum- 
marily dealt with. On hasty examinations, conducted 
with little regard to rules of evidence or considerations 
of justice, warrants of removal were granted. The 
victims of these practices, when once fairly within the 
clutches of these manstealers, were not likely ever to 
return. They were usually sold to some trader, who 
carried them far South, whence there was little chance 
of escape. To ‘put a stop to this odious traffic, it was 
necessary to obtain a law of our State Legislature, de- 
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Pleasant Garden Forge, he leaned forward to get 
view of the interior of the cabin and was seen to scan 


with an inquisitive air the family group within. The 


mother of the family was of large size and determined 


character. Observing the demeanor of the stranger, and 


rightly judging his purpose, she suddenly snatched a 
large butcher-knife and rushed at him furiously. He 


immediately put spurs to his horse, and getting beyond 


her reach, pushed on his way. He had not gone far 
before he saw a couple of negroes coming out of a bushy 
piece of woodland trimming ox wattles which they had 
just cut, while their teams were standing in the road. 
The slave-catcher, still nervous from his adventure with 
the woman, suspected that the wattles were intended for 
him, and not daring to face his supposed antagonists, 
he turned his horse and rode back a few hundred yards 
to a place where the road forked. Taking the other 
prong of the fork, he followed it for a short distance 
and then happened to see two men, one white and the 
other colored, approaching him in such a way as to in- 


tercept his progress, with guns in their hands. Alarmed 
-at this additional manifestation of hostility, the poor 


slave-catcher hurried back to the Forge, and calling 
upon Mr. Irwin, claimed his protection against the 
“niggers” of the neighborhood who, he believed had 


‘formed a conspiracy to murder him. ‘Mr. Irwin, per- 
ceiving from the man’s own statement that the cause of 


his apprehensions was his own consciousness of his 
detestable purposes, assured him that if he would take 
the road leading south and pursue that to the State 
line he would escape all molestation; but that if he 
ventured to go in a different direction, he, Mr. Irwin, 
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would not insure his life for an hour. This excellent 
advice was followed thankfully, and the face of this 
redoubtable slave-catcher was not seen afterwards in 
those parts. Verily, “the wicked flee when no man 
pursueth.” 

Enoch Lewis was born in Radnor, Delaware county, 
First mo. (January) 29th, 1776. He was mainly self- 
taught. His opportunities for receiving an education 
when a boy were quite limited. Yet having an insati- 
able fondness for learning, he found the time and means 
to acquire knowledge by unwearied diligence, and at the 
age of fifteen began his successful career as a teacher. 
He was the author of several works on mathematics, one 
on Grammar, several on religious and moral subjects ; 
edited at different times the African Observer and the 
Friends’ Review, and contributed many essays to lead- 
ing journals upon various subjects. 

On ninth of Fifth mo. (May), 1799, he married Alice 
Jackson, daughter of Isaac and Hannah Jackson, of 
New Garden, Chester county, a woman of fine educa- 
tion and of literary taste. She died Twelfth mo. (De- 
cember), 1813. In Fifth mo. (May), 1815, he married 
a daughter of Jonn Jackson, of London Grove, a first 
cousin of his first wife, and woman of excellent mind 
and more than ordinary culture. 

He died Seventh mo. (July), 1856. He was a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, as were both his wives, 
and was scrupulous in his attendance at both the First- 
day and mid-week meetings. 

‘An interesting biography of him has recently been 
published by his son, the Hon. Joseph J. Lewis, long 
the oldest member of the West Chester bar, and who 
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aman. He directed them to emerge at dark and make’ 


their way across the fields to an unfrequented road in 
the vicinity, in a direction not likely to be observed by 
their pursuers, and to look out for a guide with horses. 


At nightfall he directed his son, Benjamin, to mount.» 


one of the horses and to lead another, and take some 
bags as though going upon an errand to the adjoining 
mill. This was then a frequent mode of bringing home 
the grist. Grandfather had also given him the requisite 
directions for overtaking the fugitives upon the unfre- 
quented road. 

“He thus safely eluded observation and joined the 
party on the road ; these then mounted, one behind him 
and the other on the other horse, and passed by the by- 
road across the Wilmington road and through by Jesse 


Mercer’s place, and out on the street-road east of Dar-— 


lington’s Corner Inn, which was regarded as too public 
for them to pass. They then went on safely to a desig- 
nated station, not now remembered, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Darby. 

“Our father returned alone; being familiar with the 
road he had no difficulty in finding his way going or re- 
turning, and was capable of finding safe shelter from 
pursuit, had any been made, by taking to the by-lanes 
and roads or even to the woods, if none of those were 
at hand. ° 
_ “Having reached Osborn’s Hill on his return, about 
two A. M. his attention was arrested by the sound of 
the distant clatter of horse’s feet and the rumble of 
wheels upon the stony road-bed, mingled with voices 
in boisterous rage, oaths and curses being distinctly 
heard. Rightly conjecturing that these sounds might 
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proceed from the disappointed slave-hunters, either re- 
turning for another search at his father’s house, or on 
their way to Wilmington by the road he was on, he re- 
traced his road a few paces and entered the lane leading 
to John Forsyth’s place, which would shield him from 
observation, the hedges being much overgrown, and 
thus he could escape if they should enter after him, by 
passing out toward Forsyth’s. But the sound soon in- 
dicated that the party had passed toward the Brandy- 
wine, the last he heard being the clatter of crossing the 
bridge at Wistar’s. He then emerged from his conceal- 
ment and soon found a welcome needed rest at his home 
where his anxious parents had become quite uneasy at 
his prolonged absence. Having also heard the noise of 
the disappointed hunters, they feared he might encoun- 
+er them in the road upon his return. 

“ Our father has told us of the thoughts that occupied 
his mind, as he rode beneath the canopy of stars, going 
and returning upon his errand of mercy ; how his abhor- 
rence of slavery grew into a glowing purpose to do all 
in his power to aid those seeking to escape from its 
grievous injustice. Never was a fugitive turned away 
from the shelter of his home, or bid to pursue his toil- 
ing journey unrelieved by food, raiment, means, or a 
conveyance to some other shelter on the way beyond. 

“There was no record kept of the cases in which our 
father actively aided in the escape of fugitive slaves. 
He did what he could for them, in that judicious pru- 
dent manner in which it is enjoined to ‘let not the left 
hand know what the right hand doeth,’ not through 
any fear of the reproach of men, but in order the bet- 
ter to serve and to shield those whom he would aid 
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ties of these elements were surmounted and he becaae™ 
enabled to read with more facility than is often reached: 
by younger scholars in the same period. His interest= 
and gratitude were unbounded. His safety at length : 
rendered it necessary for him to ‘run on,’ and he left 
us with saddened heart at the parting, yet with grateful 
remembrance of his sojourn in our home. 
“The next remembered were John and Araminta Dor- 
sey ; they came at the pork-butchering-time ; the year 
not recalled. The impression of their advent. is that 
seeing the woman engaged at the table where the sausages 
was being prepared, her name wasasked.  ‘ My nameis 
Arrowminta, but you may eall me Minta, for short,’ and 
‘Minta’ became established in the kitchen at the head 
of the culinary department, proving to be an excellent 
helper to our mother, capable of relieving her of many 
cares. Her husband, J ohn, had been a minister or. 
exhorter among their people; he was intelligent and | 
with some qualifications for a preacher if he had had a- 
better opportunity for education; but he did not take 
ardently to work, and was fonder of an argument than 
- such employment as required the diligence of his hands. 
After remaining a short period they were forwarded to 
our Uncle William H. Johnson, and from there subse- 
quently proceeded to Canada. 
“One of the most exciting incidents of capture and 
escape which occurred in West Chester, was that of 
“Rachel Harris. The successful manner in which she 
was conveyed out of West Chester, by Benjamin and 
Isaiah Price, is narrated in her History. 
“A later case was that of Henry Clark, alias Andrew 
Commegys, who was a character of notable interest, He 


arrived at the farm-gate one sultry summer morning, 
enquired the way to Mr. Benjamin Price's, and was 
quite glad to find himself so near his destination. Be- 
ing piloted to where our father was at work in one of 
the fields, he told the story of his escape. He pas 
owned by a Mr. Commegys, who lived near Cantwell’s 
Bridge in Delaware. To avoid being sold at the settle- 
ment of his late master’s estate, or of falling into the 
hands of the young master, whose disposition was reck- 
lessly cruel and extravagant, he resolved upon flight. 
He was familiar with the roads to Wilmington and the 
vicinity, where, as the trusted servant of his old master, 
he was often permitted to drive his carriage and teams, 
and even to go there alone on some holiday excursion 
to visit his friends. 

“He made his case known to the veteran friend of the 
slave, Thomas Garrett, who gave him accurate direc- 
tions for finding our father’s place. He had set out be- 
fore midnight and had reached his destination in safety, 
and without having made a single enquiry, until he 
asked his question at the gate. He afterward said that 
‘his heart jumped right up in his mouth as he asked, 
from fear of being betrayed and sent back,” and he 
thought that every eye that looked toward him, as he 
came along after daylight, might be an enemy who 
would give information that he had been seen upon the 
road. 

“Tt now seems incredible that it should have been 
deemed safe for him to remain in a neighborhood sa 
little removed from the vicinity of his former home. 
But he became impressed with a feeling of security, re- 


—— 


sulting from his confidence in our father, which made 
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do for me under similar circumstances.” 
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gomery county, Tenth Month (October) 18th, 1791, ard 
died at West Chester, Fifth Month (May) 8th, 18762 
They were married at Abington Meeting House, on the 
12th of Six Month, 1817, and celebrated their golde 


wedding 12th of Sixth Month, 1867. Z 


knew his pursuers were close after him. He was well- 
pred and used extraordinarily good language. 

Samuel kept him until night and then took him to 
John Vickers, whence he was sent to Emmor Kimber, 
Kimberton, thence to Boston. He had been brought 
up as a house servant. His suavity and intelligence 
won for him the esteem of some friends who took him 
to Europe. Here he met with unexpected success, and 
wrote back to the friends who assisted him, expressing 
his deep gratitude for the unselfish, unrecompensed 
kindness they had bestowed upon him in his hazardous 
journey from bondage to freedom. 

A messenger came in haste to the store one night and 
told Samuel that he was wanted at the Sherift’s office ; 
“that two negro women had been arrested and taken 
there by their masters who had ‘Proven them be- 
fore Judge Darlington to be their slaves ; but the 
papers the owners presented were defective in some 
legal point, and P. Frazer Smith, Esq., who was ever 
active in defending fugitives, seeing this, was demanding 
their release. While the slave-catchers were devising 
some plan by which the women could be secured until 
other papers were obtained, Samuel told these that 
he wished to see them alone in another room. The 
owners objected, but he persisted and obtained the in- 
terview. He told ther to come with him, that he would 
provide for them during the night and they should not 
be returned to slavery. They hesitated, saying that 
their masters had promised them silk dresses if they 
would return, that they could be in the parlor and would 
not have to work out, and that they should not be sold. 
Samuel told them they knew the slave-holders well 


SAMUEL M. PAINTER. 


Samuel M. Painter, of West Chester, was an earnest 
advocate and supporter of human liberty and of justice 
to all; and, like Abraham Lincoln, “he would that all ® 
men, everywhere, were free.” He was an outspoken, 
uncompromising opponent of negro bondage; and asa 
consequence, had .just as outspoken proslavery oppo-— 
nents. He kept a book store and circulated many anti-, 
slavery tracts from the central anti-slavery office of 
J. Miller McKim, in Philadelphia. E 

At one time a prominent citizen of West Chester, 
purchased paper at his store, which his wife chanced to_ 
wrap inan anti-slavery tract. Seeing the word anti-— 
slavery, he tore off the wrapper, threw it way contempt- 
ously, and walked out saying “I didn’t come here to be » 


A neighbor remonstrated with the subject of this 
sketch for being an abolitionist, and proceeded to advise 
him in the matter. Samuel replied, “ My religion is to 
relieve those who are oppressed, as I: would have them 


“Yes,” responded the neighbor, “you would wrong 
the Southerners and sell your soul for a nigger.” 

A young, genteel, intelligent looking colored man, 
once called at the store with a note from Thomas Gar- 
rett, Wilmington, written in hieroglyphics, and said he 
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ing, so they drove on. The stranger was fed in his coop 
for some days and then sent off for Canada. 

In 1862, during the war, a free colored woman inon 
of the northern slave States, learned one night that her 
husband, living with his master ten miles distant, was to 
be sold next day. Braving the darkness of night she 
started on foot through fields and forests to visit him, 
reaching the place long before morning. Arousing some 
of the colored inmates, she told her errand, found the 
report to be true, and that her husband was then locked 
in jail to prevent his trying to escape before auction-. 
day. In the morning she remonstrated with his master 
and implored him not to sell her husband, reminding 
him of the promise made his wife before her death that 
he would not sell Mike, but would give him his freedom. 
The appeal touched a sympathizing cord in the slave- 
holder’s heart, and he yielded to her earnest supplication, 
so far as to revoke his decision to sell him at that time.’ 

While there, there appeared to her in a dream a 
northern town and in it a brick house with ivy clinging 
to the walls; to that place she felt herself directed to go. 
Being devoted to prayer, and having full faith in the 
manifestations and directions of Divine Providence, she. 
resolved to leave her husband, take her child and pro- 
ceed northward, trusting that the way would be pointed 
- out to her, and that her husband would soon find means 
to escape and follow her. She was passed from friend ~ 
_ to friend until she reached West Chester, Pa. Here her 
child was taken sick. On her way up High street to 
the office of Dr. J. B. Wood, she saw the identical 
house that she had seen in her vision. Entering it she 
found it to be the residence of Samuel M. Painter. He. 
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had a sick soldier in the house, whom his wife was 
caring for, and they were in pressing need of help. 
After the woman related her story they engaged her to 
assist them. She remained with them three months, and 
proved herself an excellent woman and faithful servant. 
At the end of this time she learned that two men who 
had fled from the South were.then in Kennett; the 
description of one of them corresponded with that of her 
husband. Means were furnished her to go there and see 
if it were he. To her unbounded joy, her fond 
anticipations were realized. The heart that has never 
known the ecstasy and sweet delights of home-love can 
scarcely conceive the rapture of a meeting such as this. 
Escaped from the bonds of a hated slavery, reunited by 
the guidance of a Divine Providence amidst friends in a 
free State, exulting in the consciousness that no slave 
owner could now separate them, their thanksgiving and 
praise went up to Heaven as earnestly and devoutly as 
ever these ascended from the banks of the Red Sea or 
the Rock of Plymouth. 

They went to Samuel M. Painter’s, house and in a few 
days started for Harrisburg. 

ABRAHAM D. SHADD, JOHN BROWN AND BENJAMIN 

FREEMAN. 

These three colored men lived in West Chester, and 
were considered by Samuel M. Painter among his most 
reliable assistants. 

Abraham Shadd owned property and entertained and 
forwarded fugitives. He was free-born in Maryland, 
was intelligent and quite well educated. 

John Brown rendered assistance at all times when 
called upon. 
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speaking of them in religious meetings and in private 
conversation made him also unpopular. The meeting 
admonished him to cease from bringing these subjects 
into his sermons, or they would have to deal with him for 
the offence. But he paid no heed to their counsel, be- 
lieving the cause he advocated to be just and that people 
must be spoken to before they would learn. He often 
repeated the couplet : 


“Truths would you teach to save a sinking land 
All shun, none aid you, and few understand.” 


He held it to be a religious duty that devolved upon 
him to speak against all manner of sin or evil, no 
matter what fascinations it presented, nor how lucrative 
it might be to individuals, society or the State. If it 
received the sanction of Government and was legalized 
by statutes, the church should exclaim against it, and 
the people be instructed to oppose it. 

The opposition to him, however, in the meeting was 
so strong that he was disowned from membership. He 
bore this act with patience and charity, never uttering 
a word of contumely against his adversaries. He was 
willing to concede that they acted according to the 
highest light they had received or comprehended. But 
he considered that they needed more light to dispel the 
Egyptian darkness through which they were travelling. 
He continued to attend meeting as before, and took his 
accustomed seat and preached as usual. A little amuse- 
ment was created on one occasion when he alluded in a 
sermon to a party of men and women who had come to 
his place a few nights before, poorly clad, tired and 
hungry, their flesh bearing the marks of the lash; when 
he depicted the agonies of the mother, whose child had 
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went to Philadelphia with father on a load of hay. 


This man informed us that several more were not far 


behind. Accordingly, about two o’clock on the morning ~ 


of the 5th, Simon Barnard came with eleven men and 
two women; Davis Garrett and William Hibbard, Jr. 
took them to Philadelphia the following night in two 
one-horse dearborns. ae 

Eleventh mo. 13th.—Mordecai Hayes arrived about 
3 o’clock in the morning with five men. I took them 
to Philadelphia that night except one old man who re- 
mained and hired with us. 

Eleventh mo. 15th—Three men came, and we sen 
them to James Lewis’ on the 17th. 


These dates of arrival and departure show the amount _ 


of business done at that station, and how it was con- 
ducted. It will be seen that the arrivals were frequent, 
and that no little labor was required, in addition to farm 
and house work, to provide for and to transmit the 
number that called yearly. And thus it continued 
through a period of several years. Dr. Bartholomew 
Fussell, and Joseph Painter, of West Chester, also sent 
fugitives to this place. 

Nathan Evans frequently said that a great calamity 
would yet befall this Nation if the sin of slavery con- 
tinued to be upheld by the people, and sanctioned by 
the Government. He seemed to have a‘clear, prophetic 
vision of the manner in which God would punish the 
people of this country if they did not repent and give 
freedom to the children of Africa held here in chains. 
His predictions, even to the details of the war and its 
consequences, have been literally verified. 

While the subject of this sketch was unpopular in his 
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own section, on account of his persistence in speaking of 
slavery in religious gatherings, and to his neighbors who 
opposed him, yet amongst abolitionists he was regarded 
as a worthy, conscientious man, warm-hearted, and, 
though advanced in years, his hands and heart and 
and pocket were all combined to aid in the cause. As 
a speaker at anti-slavery meetings he was regarded as 
earnest, sincere and truthful, and his discourses were 
weighty and argumentative, based upon scriptural 
grounds. Therefore, while they were solid, they did 
not especially attract the masses, and he was considered 
a little more tedious than the speaker who warms up 
with the enthusiasm of the moment, and carries his audi- 
ence with him upon the tide of pleasing and thrilling 
thought. ; 

His adherence to the principles of right, as he saw and 
believed them, in all his intercourse in life, and his 
charity for those who held views different from his own, 
drew to him others who began to think and believe with 
himself. But it was not until during the war when the 
general opinion of the country concerning slavery was 
changed, that the principles he maintained were adopted 
in his own neighborhood—a period he did not live to see. 
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caused much excitement, and when the appointed time 
came the house was crowded with friends and foes, a 
large number being unable to gain admittance. A gang 
of twenty came for the express purpose of breaking up 
the meeting when anything should be said that they 
could use as a provocation to carrying out their plot. 
The speaker, Thomas Earle, arrived, accompanied by S. 
Sellers, and moved through the crowd to the platform. 
After a few moments of impressive silence, Thomas 
Earle arose, and in a quiet, dignified manner, said that 
he had come there for the purpose of talking upon the 
subject of American slavery, but having heard on his 
way that there was some opposition, he did not wish to 
intrude and proposed that James Lewis take the sense 
of the meeting whether or not he should speak. The 
vote was almost unanimous for him to proceed. He 
spoke nearly two hours, and held the audience throughout 
in rapt attention, as if spell-bound, by his touching 
appeals and persuasive oratory. He pictured the life 
of the unrequited laborer, of families separated at the 
auction-block and fond affections outraged. He brought 
this condition of servitude directly home to the firesides 
and hearts of his audience, “ remembering those who 
were in chains as bound with them,” and so effective 
was this portraiture that at the close of the meeting 
“many who came to scoff remained to pray.” Among 
the first to take the speaker by the hand and thank him 
for the light and the instructions given, were some of 
the leaders of the party who had designed to be ob- 
streperous. This meeting was followed by others, and 
by debates in different parts of Delaware and Chester 
counties, which largely changed sentiment in favor of 
p* 
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James T. Dannaker then felt the importance of having 
several places to call at in case danger should be lurking 
around any one of them. In addition to the families he 
had been introduced to, he subsequently, through his 
friends, became acquainted with others. He made the 
arrangement with them that when he arrived with pas- 
sengers he would announce it by three distinct raps at 
the door. The family understanding the meaning of 
this, would know what precautions to take before going 
to the door, especially if strangers were in the house. 
When he had two or more wagon loads, he preceded 
them a square or two, carrying a white handkerchief in 
his hand, by which to direct their movements. If they 
could not be taken in at one place, he went to another, 
until he found accommodations for all. 

James Lewis’s house now became a prominent station, 
and Dannaker an efficient conductor ; never being de- 
tected, although he frequently made two trips a week. 

‘At one time Friend Evans kept twenty-six at his place 
for two weeks, as he heard the hunters were assiduously 
watching for them in Philadelphia. When danger was 
past he took them to James Lewis, there they remained 
until next night, when Dannaker, with two assistants, 
took them by different routes to Arch street whart, 
Philadelphia, arriving there at midnight. He put them 
on board Captain Whildon’s boat, which plied between 
Philadelphia, Trenton and Bordentown. The Captain 
kept a state-room in which he carried fugitives whenever 
they could be put in there without exciting suspicion. 

Four brothers and sisters, who had been separated for 
years, casually, or Providentially met at Columbia, and 


vu 


came on this route to James Lewis. These were, as if 
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him, and asked if his name was not Dannaker. He res 
plied that it was. The colored man then introduced? 
himself as the slave of Reverdy Johnson, whom he had! 
helped to freedom twenty-four years before. Aftee 
expressing his gratitude he stated that he was then 
residing in Rochester, New York; had acquired a 
considerable fortune ; was married, and was then accom 
panied by his wife on his way to visit Baltimore. 
Many testified to their being well treated and cared. 
for, both in health and in sickness ; but they left through 
the fear of their being sold to go South, or of havin 
their families sold from them. 
Occasionally before starting with a load James Lewis 
would receive intelligence that the masters, learning’ 
where the slaves had crossed the Susquehanna, instead | 
of attempting to pursue them in their underground rout 
through the country, had gone directly to Philadeiphia 
to intercept them there. He thensent them to Norristown 
At one time, just as Dannaker arrived at a station in- 
the city with eight, he received word that the pursuers 
were close upon them. He took them immediately to 
~ another place, and then returned to watch the course of: 
their pursuers. They soon arrived with a constable and_ 
search-warrant. After a fruitless search through the 
_ house, the constable remarked that there were two other 
places where they might be, and he knew they were the ’ 
. only houses in the city, besides this, where slaves. were - 
harbored. One of them was where Dannaker had just 
taken the fugitives. Before the party arrived at this’ 
latter place with another warrant he had his men safely 


removed to a secure retreat which the slaye-hunting 
constable wot not of. 
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In 1843 James T. Dannaker married and removed to 
the suburbs of Philadelphia, where he made his home 
another station. Hesoon became known in that vicinity 
as an abolitionist, and his house was closely watched. 
Knowing this, he ceased to harbor slaves, but took them 
to the city as soon as practicable after they were de- 
livered into his care. 

At one time James Lewis, assisted by two friends, 
brought sixteen to his place. He accompanied them to 
the city in the evening, walking as usual on the streets, 
in advance of the wagons, and directing the course of 
the drivers by the motions of a handkerchief. They saw 
they were suspected by a man who followed them a long 
distance, until they had nearly reached the last station 
in the lower part of the city, when a furious thunder- 
storm burst upon them and drove their unwelcome friend 
to seek shelter. Being thus relieved of uncongenial 
company, they hastened to the next stopping-place and 
unloaded in safety. 

Two slaves from Havre-de-Grace came to James 
Dannaker’s house one morning before daylight. He 
concealed them for that day. After breakfast he called 
on a man residing four doors from his place, for whom 
he was transacting business in the city. This man 
had formerly lived in Maryland, but had grown to dis- 
approve of slavery. Quite a facetious smile played aver 
the face of the wife as she met Dannaker, and invited 
him into another room. He was there introduced to a 
man from Maryland, in search of two runaway slaves. 
This man, after a little conversation, gave him one of 
the handbills describing the slaves, which description 
tallied exactly with the appearance of the two at his 
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In a letter to the editors, under date of April 23d, 
1883, James T. Dannaker writes as follows: “ And 
now, at the age of seventy years, the writer looks back 
upon that part of his life with great satisfaction, his 
only regret being that he was not able to do more.” 


ROBERT PURVIS. 
(Born August 4th, 1810.) 


After describing the manner in which fugitives were 
assisted through Chester and adjoining counties, many 
of whom were sent or taken to Philadelphia, the history 
would seem incomplete without a knowledge of the 
management of that place. Accordingly the author 
addressed a letter to Robert Purvis, one of the few sur- 
viving members of the “Anti-slavery Executive Com- 
mittee, and an agent of the Underground Railroad, and 
received the following response to the several inquiries 
made : 


Dear Frrenp :—In compliance with your request, I 
send you the following statement, as an answer to your 
inquiries concerning my personal history and connection 
with the Underground Railroad. 

I was born in Charleston, South Carolina, August 
4th, 1810. My father was an Englishman, my mother 
a free-born woman ; a native of Charleston. My mater- 
nal grandmother, whose name was Dido Badaracka, 
was 2 Moore, born in Morocco. When twelve years old, 
she, with an Arab girl, of about the same age, was de- 
coyed by a native to go a mile or two out of the city, to 
see a deer that had been caught. 

They were seized, placed upon the backs of camels, 
and carried over the country to a Slave Mart on the 
coast, to be shipped to America. This was about the 
year 1766, when the slave-trade was tolerated in this 
Christian country! She was taken with a cargo of 
kidnapped Africans to Charleston, South Carolina, 
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a handsome competence to his family. Immediately 
following the the capture of Thomas, by the direction of 
the brother-in-law, they went to Bristol and secured the 
services of a constable by the name of Brown, who re- 
paired with the claimant and his friends to Doylestown, 
and obtained warrants from Judge Fox for the arrest of 
the three brothers. Basil, while ploughing at some 
distance from the house, was overpowered after a severe 
struggle by the slave-holder and his friends, placed in 
a carsiage and taken to Bristol, three miles distant, 
where he was thrown into a cell used for criminals. I 
had just returned fom the city and was in phe acto 
ating my supper, when a neighbor’s son came in g 
ee a tell me that Basil had been carried off. I 
sprang from the table, and hastening in the direction 
where I knew the man had been working, learned from 
the farmers I found assembled there the particulars of 
this outrage, with the added information that he had 
been taken to Bristol. Burning with indignation, hat- 
less as I was, I hurried thither, where I found the captors 
f he captive. 
ae ectlted crowd of people was gathered about the 
market house, whom I addressed and succeeded in en- 
listing their sympathies in behalf of the poor victim. 
After a parley with the slave-holder, it was agreed 
that we should meet there at seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and, start thence for the purpose of appearing before 
Judge Fox, at Doylestown. Availing myself of the 
kind offer of a friend, I was driven rapidly home 
for the purpose of securing the safety of Basil’s 
brothers. I was rejoiced to find | them already 
there. They had heard of Basil’s capture and 
were pursued by a part of those men, led by 
Brown, who had taken him. These men had halted 
in a field near my residence, evidently deliberating how 
to proceed. By my advice, Charles, in lena bane | 
was raised, and the sum of one thousand dollars paid placed a double barrelled eu pest cass ae : oh 
for his freedom. He afterwards became the popular out in front of cea yee an eta eee sie 
caterer of Philadelphia, and died a few years ago, leaving 4 catchers, thinking doubtless 


entered by a trap door in the floor. This we deemed 


perfectly secure, should any search be made by the” 
authorized officials. 


THE DORSEY BROTHERS. 


Among the hundreds of cases which came under m 
notice, none excited my interest more deeply than that 
of four brothers, who came from Frederick county, Md.;° 
and arrived in Philadelphia in the summer of 1836. 
They were finely developed and handsome young men 
reputed to be the children of their master, and after his 
death, finding themselves slaves, when they had been™ 
promised their freedom, they took “French leave,’ 
and arrived safely in Philadelphia, under the assumed 
Christian names of Basil, Thomas, Charles and William 
all retaining the surname of Dorsey. I took three of -— 
the brothers ts my farm in Bucks county—Thomas pre =) 
ferring to livein the city. I succeeded in securing places - 
with some of the neighboring farmers for Charles and 
William, Basil remaining in my employ. The latter 
was a married man, having a wife and two children. 
whom he left in Maryland. She was a free woman, and _ 
by a previous arrangement with her brother-in-law, - 
likewise free, they were brought to Philadelphia, where 
I met them and took them to my house. 

This man proved afterwards to be a false and treacher- 
_- ous villain. He opened a correspondence with the son 
of their old master, who bought these men at the settle- 
ment of his father’s estate and had become their owner. 
By a well arranged plan, with the assistance of a notori- : 
ous slave-catcher, they were enabled to surprise and © 
capture Thomas, who was hurried “before one of the 
Judges of the Court and sent back to slavery. He was _ 
carried to Baltimore and imprisoned with the view of 
shipping him thence to the New Orleans market. By 
the timely efforts of his friends in Philadelphia, money 
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if the decision’goes against me, I will cut my throa 
in the Court House, I will not go back to slavery.” ‘J 
applauded his resolution; horrible as it might be, it 
seemed better than his return to a living death. Then 
for the first time I unfolded our plans for his liberation: 
The case was called promptly at the hour agreed upon, 
and Mr. Griffith spreading out his bill of sale, and 
pointing to his witnesses, the friends of the claimant. 
who had come for the purpose of identifying this man 
as his property opened his case with an air of the 
utmost confidence in the result. Mr Brown in his turn 
quickly arose, and the magnetism of his presence was 
felt by the crowded court room, nine tenths of who 
were doubtless in sympathy with the poor slave. He 
commenced by saying; “I desire to test this case by 
raising every objection, and may it please your hono 

these gentleman, who hail from Liberty, Frederic county, 
Maryland, are here according to law to secure their 
‘pound of flesh,’ and it is my duty to see that they 
shall not ‘get one drop of blood.’ “As a preliminary 
question I demand authority to show that Maryland is 
a slave State.” = 

Mr. Griffith, with a self-satisfied air, remarked : “ Why, 
Mr. Brown, everybody knows Maryland is a slave State. 

“Sir, everybody is nobody,” was the quick retort of 
his opponent. : 

The judge entertained the objection, and Mr. Griffith 
went out and soon returned with a book containing a 
compilation of the Laws of Maryland. 

The book was not considered authority, and poor Mr. 
Griffith, confused and disconcerted, requested Mr. Brown 
to have the lease postponed until afternoon. 

“ Do you make that request,” inquired his adversary, 
“on the ground of ignorance of the law?” 

Mr. Griffith in an appealing tone said : “ Mr. Brown, I 
am a young man, and this is my first case; I pray you 
do not press your objections; give me some time, for, 
should I fail in this case, it would be ruinous to my 
future prospects.” 
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Laying his hand on the young lawyer's shoulder, Mr. 
Brown replied: ‘“ Then, my dear sir, you will have the 
consolation of having done a good deed, though you did 
not intend it.” ale 

The judge was prompt in dismissing the case, saying 
that he would not furnish another warrant, but they 
might secure his re-arrest by obtaining one from a 
magistrate. Profiting by this suggestion, Griffith and 
his clients hastily left the court-room. I was equally 
prompt ; having previously ordered my horse and bugg 
to be brought in front of the Court House, I took hold 
of Basil, and hurried him towards the door. In the 
excitement which prevailed, a colored man, who was 
outside, seeing me hustling Basil before me, and think- 
ing he had been remanded to slavery, and I was his 
master, raised a heavy stick, and was about to strike me, 
when a friendly hand interposed, and saved me from 
the blow. ; 

We were no sooner seated in the vehicle than the 
slave-catchers, armed with a magistrate’s warrant, came 
rushing upon us. As they were about to seize the horse, 
a stroke of the whip on the young and excited animal, 
caused him to rear and dash ahead. A round of hearty 
applause from the sympathizing crowd served as an 
additional impetus to urge us onward. After running 
the horse about two miles, I came upon a party of 
colored men who were to assist in rescuing the slave. 
Resting a short time, I pursued my journey to Phila- 
deiphia, a distance of twenty-six miles, and drove directly 
to my mother’s house, where Basil was safely lodged. I 
afterwards accompanied him to New York, and placed 
him in the hands of Joshua Leavett, the editor of The 
Emaneipator, who sent him to Connecticut to find em- 
ployment on his father’s farm. He remained there some 
time, and then removed with his family to Northampton, 
where he worked for Mr. Benson, a brother-in-law of 
William Lloyd Garrison. Mr. Dorsey died a few years 
ago, a highly-esteemed and respectable citizen, leaving a 
widow and a number of children. 

Q 


‘sXep Auew ureural uto 
Aayy YUIYZ Jou op FT saya oovyd v 07 puv oqnor yensn 
OY} FO JUS VAY OA UIP]IYyO pue JeyjOU oy, “eptury 
0} Way} Sures ur ‘Apermnoed sourysisse put ‘way) Sul 
“PIVMIOF FO pOyJour Jsoq oy 0} sv ‘ears 09 Auv savy nod 
Jt + BIApv yo5 pue nok 04 op Plnoo JT [Wun ‘rayjoue 
Ul Uerp[Iyo sary} puv aIM pu pueqsny v put u0Y 
“O9TTp 9UO UT ‘[[vus oyINb wey Jo omy ‘UeIp{IyO aay pur 
oq}0U v Surpues quesaid ay} soy Luedur0o oy} payeardas 
eATY A “la5uvp [vnsnun Jo uo sn 0} sues asvo ay} 
asnvoaq “Jueueyeys AvE Ur Iv[Norsed snyy useq eAry [ 
“UOLSUIMNTI A, YSnosyy 
Suissed jo worueyul 1104} Jo pue WYSIP pepuezur m3} 
JO MOUY OFM ULWIOM potojoo vB Way} puryeq YoT pur 
‘awed popIvaIoy AJOL] OMIT oYy YOrYA woI aovyd ayy Jo 
SOLU OAY UTYIIA “UMOJLOISOYY MON WOIZ ova LOY, 
‘sould sty} 
JO 90URISIP JOYS B UIYNM 07 WYSTTAep Aq suey} pu 
‘Surui0w oy} ut ApIva UAOJSUIUMO, 0} TYSNoAG dA 
Aayy ‘spuery youu y oy} Jo uo WU JyorM [Te Sururew 
“el YW “ynsind Jo wvay 1ey preauo ATsvy yas aaa 
eouey} pus “Qysy-Aep uado fq sqy0rre4) SvWOUT, 
0} ue Ao, “sostoy omy Aq UMCAp SoBe OM ITY] 
TAO} 94} UI e1ay} Yor puv “YyI1z oy} JO Surur0w oy} uo 
UOWSUIW[IAA OFT euv AOYT, “ysuUT YI9Z O44 jo WYSIU 94} 
WO souIOY MSY} Yo] Suravy ‘erey payover spuorsy uaaeya 
Jo Auvdwoo v Surmeas styy—: aNqIaY] CaAKITLSy 
"GCRT ‘YEG 19qQ07100 ‘NOLAAAKTY 
"s]U05B UseMjeq douepuod 
“SoI0D OY} oFVAGsSHTTI “erydyeperryg ur solo fusanps-yup 
OF 8 TINS werppiAy Aq posteoor sx0y3a] SurMoppoy oy, 


XIGCNAddV 


‘£yzoqq] poaoy ay sv AJasuaqur se ATOAvTS porey oF] 
WoAvY WOIZ oYOIjs SuIUIGSY 94} ext] sea ‘A1QUN0D 
STG} UI sovI pa10[0d oy} Aq parayMs sSu0IM oy} ev TONTU 
-S1pur ym dn pour sea ay aya ‘gouenboya praroy 
=> 880M “osned ATOALTS-UW ay} Ul Ioyveds ysourve uv se 
p Axyum00 ay} MoySno1y} UMOTY [Joa ST SLAIN 1.10qG0% 


aHL dO XHOLSIH G9E 


364 HISTORY OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 365 


We shall await hearing from you; H. Kimber will be™ 
in the city on Third-day, the 30th, and anything left at 
408 Green street, directed to his care, will meet with 
prompt attention. 3 

Please give me again the direction of Hiram Wilson,’ 
and the friend in Elmira, Mr. Jones, I think. If you 
have heard from any of the nine since their safe arrival, 
please let us know when you write. . 

Very respectfully, 


ing. I think the train leaves Norristown at six o’clock, 
but of this inform thyself. The boys will be sent to a 
friend at Norristown, with instructions to assist them in 
getting seats in the last train that leaves Norristown to- 
morrow evening. They are two of the eleven who left 
some time since, and took with them some of their 
master’s horses. I have told them to remain in the cars 
at Green St., until somebody meets them. 


E. F. PENNYPACKER. 

G. A. Lewis. 
ScHUYLKILL, 11th Mo. 7th, 1857. 

Witiram Stitt, RespecteED FRIEND :—There are 

three colored friends at my house now, who will reach 

the city by the Philadelphia and Reading train this 

evening. Please meet them. 

Thine &c., E. F. PENNYPACKER. 

We have within the past two months, passed forty- 

three through our hands, transported most of them to 
Norristown, in our own conveyance. E. F. P. 


Second-day morning, 29th.—The person who took the’ 24 
husband and wife and three lads to E. F. Pennypacker es < 
and Lewis Peart, has returned and reports that L.- 3 
Peart sent three on to Norristown. The women and 
children detained in this neighborhood, are a very help-. 
less set. Our plan was to assist them as much as pos- 
sible, and when we get things into the proper train for 
sending them on, to get the assistance of the husband 
and wite who have no children, but are uncle and aunt 
to the woman with five, in taking with them one of the 


younger children, leaving fewer for the mother. Of the F Pi ise paul 3d ae . d, or 
lads, or young men, there is also one who we thought Dear FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL :—wince 2 wrote thee 


_ capable of accompanying one of the older girls to one. this morning informing thee of the a a ae of ie 
of whom he is paying attention, they told us. Would eight from Norfolk, Harry Craig - informed me t Ae 
it not be the best way to get those in Norristown under he has a man from Delaware ae e ate AN take 
your own care? It seems to me their being sent on could. along, who ee piles h aie es ke t aia 
then be better arranged. This however is only a sug- woman and two children from here with him, and the 
gestion. : four men will get in at Marcus Hook. Thee may take 
Hastily Yours, Harry Craig by the hand asa brother, true to the cause ; 
he is one of the most efficient aids on the Railroad, and 
worthy of full confidence. May they all be favored to 
get on safe. The woman and three children are no 
common stock. I assure thee finer specimens of human- 
ity are seldom met with. I hope herself and children 
may be enabled to find her husband who has been absent 
some years, and the rest of their days be happy together. 
I am as ever, thy friend, 


~ G. A. Lewis. 


_ The above party of eleven is described in the account 
of Eusebius and Sarah P. Barnard. 


ScHUYLKILL, 11th mo. 29th, 1855. 
Dear Frrenp, WiLitaM Stitu:—Those boys will 


be along by the last Norristown train to-morrow even- THomas GARRETT. 


‘puatay mmod IaAo SV 

‘diay yxou pooy 
-IOQysStou otuvs oY} WoL stom eAy qoodxe [yeys]T “Atp 
-19jsok STIS OY} UI Joye poamoT[OF uvMIgNy, Jouvy pur 
‘pooaSuo'T Jo pooysogySteu oy} ul dn ayes poatsie “noqe 
9dY} OJOIA T INOJ esoy], “Waser ye Ys Yonu oq you 
-UGdI IIIT} YUIY} s1ofaToy] OM ‘SYJUOU GAY OUIOS Jo}SVU 
qay oq 0} Surmrepo woszed oy} wor AvMe Taeq sey es 
‘UT atIvo purqsny sey oul, ous ey Aq asvssrd saqq 
@ YA poysiuNy svar oyg “plojpeg MeN 0} snoraesd 
SqJUOUL UT OMUOS JAM “YUIY} T ‘PuUBgsny esoyAt pyLyo pur 
UTMOM ¥ ‘YVOG-UIBEIS OYy AQ STIUION MOLIOW-0} SUIPUdS 
asodoid J—: THLG ANY KIY JT ‘SANGIa YT CANALS 


‘QCRT ‘UITT “OW WIG ‘NOLONUVITAA 


‘LLGUUV) SVINOHY, 


“200 
AIOATTS-UB OY} 0} poyortp ‘SurasomM Aep-puodag “Weoq 
WRO}S OY} Ul 10 “FYSIU MOIIOW-04 ‘ATES 05 BSOYy FI ‘BOULTRG 
oy} PUB “USIU-0} SIvO oY} UI XIS IO eAY puss 0} papnyr 
109 dAtYy om ‘Steig AIv_T YA Suriseyu0s syy 

“LLUUAVY) SYHOHY, 

‘puatay eraouis Ay} uremor J ‘dizy eyes @ spuerlay Ino Sul 
-YSIAA “UpeuED Jo opis sty sovyd Aue sv pooysoqysieu 
yey} Ul ayes sv Noge oq PTNOA VUITOIBD WOT asoyy YUIY} 
pInoys [ ‘spuvy poos very} 10 Oa\4 OF pooysoqysieu 
siy ul Juetufo;dme puy plnod oy oul PoWAOJUI GUIS 9UII} 
euos toyovdduueg “Yq yelity ‘seATesuey} JO eTvo VYLY 
uvo se yons av Avy} pornsst WY [ “Wey YIM Mop oq 
0} 1S0q SI JVYM OUTUIIOJEp Ud do} ‘UISY} YIM PostaAdod 
pur aes sey soy] JOY “WoUr T[B JSer ayYJ—OSe Jo srvod 
WOOLY} IO oATOM} [IIT vB Sl YOY JO ouO—eIMISITA 
Woly SAY pur ‘VUI[OIeD YWON Woy ‘soureq uvuNyY 
‘parpoq-e[qe Inoy oreo AY} 0} Surusisuoo Jo ornsvoyd vy} 
dAVY MOU [—: THLG KVITIIA, ‘ANGIYY ALLOAdsay 


“LLAUUV) SYMON, 
‘puarsy Ay} adt[qo pur ‘pyo Jo 
UVIIIVUILY POOL oy} SB m3} aAtooel ‘YON Av Tiayy wo 


LOE “aVOUTIVaA GNAOUNDUTGNN 


‘go parpog-ayqe aay ‘prosper Aq Suruead sty oreo Ly} 
0} UO pues J—: TTILG WVITII AA “ANAINT AILOTdsay 
“QEST “W996 “OTT 136, 


‘LLGUAVY) SVYNOH], 
“OMIT 10 IOTOD 04 pavsSar no 
qa ‘AqUBWNY JO puelly sy} pur ‘puarsy £Y} J0Ae SW 
“sjuepucdsar109 
—ergdyepepiyg sty suoedser prenS sty uo uy gnd q{]L 
-J ‘puory s10wnytg oy} Jo sMvU 9y} UIT 07 a[qu eq J 
plhoys pur ‘st oy OYA no puy 0} o[qu eq TpIA nos adog 
JT ‘erydpeprpiyg ul uvur patojoo ay} jo oweu 0y} Sur]e4 
peurpsp Inq ‘ua}j0S10J pry ay YOrya ‘ToyIM oIOWNTeT 
q} JO ewvU oY} plo} ULM oY], ‘eAOge oY} saTqtys 
“009 IMO Jo sUO PTO} pue ‘TOTyeUTATOFUI Vy3 Jo eouenbesuos 
ur Aepsojsod oro] paatsie Joys oy} pure ‘arog ey} WIY 
: SUT[E} Wey} Jo Jvd Jo rajsvmM oY} 02 UOJTIM pry viyd 
bE - -[eprylyd Ul uvw peiojoo ayy puv “QYysiu Avp-yWEAEG 
Jo Aep-4IXIQ UO UOISUIMTIA, YSnoryy ssed 03 APEX 
-9q prnoa Loy} ITY ploy ‘ Yoem WYSIuU styy oSpraquiry YoT 
Jey} SOABTS BSOY} IOJ yno Yoo], v dooy oy a10w [Vg ul 
AstuorToqe uv Aq 0} TazIM seq pey oy wy} ‘1OITI} B 
Sea ‘a[dooed peiopoo ay} Jo pussy years & aq 0} passayoud 
oyM “eiydjepryiyg ul uu patojoo v yey} ow por ey 
{ SUIUIOM SIG} OUI P]O} SoTqeISUOD INO Jo aUO WM JO sayy 
ULIOFUT 0} ST ITI} STU} 4B day} Sugita ut yoalqo pedrourad 
W ‘yuosord 0y} roy vrydyepepryg woy yoy oq [IM 
84} Spel 9G} IO} JNO Suryooy [vreaes savy [ *4oeII109 
SI YOY ][9} JouUKO T JUaserd ye ye} Os ‘MaaqUaAeS ING 
818 O10} PoWIOJUI Useq BOUTS VALY T “yer oy} ALI 
= pue dn oye} oq Avor oy xreayz roy ‘wy ynoge AyorxvuT 
+. SUNOS Jey OATY aA\ { sooYs INOYIIA ‘ade jo savaX wa01IN0y 
Noge qystu sv] ey} Surmnp ysor Aoq euo pur ‘ayes woaas 


-£409M} 10 Udsd}JUGAVS Iay}le SAVY OM 4LY} IoY} WAOUT 
0} OMIM J—: TIILG KVITI AA ‘GNGIU aGaNaTrisy 
LEST ‘ISTE “OP WIOT ‘NOLONIN'IT AA 


GL FO AYOLSIH 99 


368 HISTORY OF THE 


WILMINGTON, 12th Mo. 1st, 1860. 
Respected Frrenp, Winiram Sriuu:—I write to® 


hope. 
. Thy friend, 
THOMAS GARRETT. 


N. B.—We hope all will be in Chester county, to- 
morrow. 


AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


FIRST CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, HELD IN PHILADELPHIA DECEMBER 4TH, 
OTH AND 67TH, 1833.—ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION 
AND DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS. 
As the abolitionists, prior to the Rebellion, were vili- 

fied, reviled and persecuted, their labors and purposes 

misrepresented—sometimes through a want of proper 
knowledge, and sometimes through malice—I have 
deemed it advisable to insert in this work the Constitu 
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tion of the American Anti-slavery Society, with the Decla- 
ration of Sentiments adopted by them as embracing the 
principles and motives which actuated them in their 
efforts in behalf of the slave. 

Local anti-slavery societies had already been formed 
in different parts of the Middle and New England 
States, and Colonization Societies had been organized, 
whose object was the gradual emancipation of slaves and 
their colonization in Africa; but WitLt1am Lioyp 
Garrison, editor of The Liberator, felt that the time 
had come for more united and vigorous action which 
could best be set on foot by a call for a National Con- 
vention, having for its object immediate emancipation 
without expatriation. His views met with approval, and 
the convention was held in Philadelphia on the fourth, 
fifth and sixth of December, 1833. As the time ap- 
proached the fire of opposition and malice was kindled 
through the columns of different newspapers. The 
characters and purposes of the leading abolitionists were 
grossly misrepresented, and the fury of the mob element 
was ready to be aroused in that City of Brotherly Love, 
whose commercial interest in the South leagued them in 
feeling together. 

On the day prior to the convention, several delegates 
and others were on board the steamer from New York 
to Philadelphia, coming to attend it, and some earnest 
discussions were held by different parties respecting it. 
One person, addressing himself to Samuel J. May, in- 
quired, “ What, sir, are the abolitionists going to do in 
Philadelphia?” Samuel replied that “ they intended to 
form a National Anti-slavery Society.” This elicited 
an outpouring of those common-place and oft-reiterated 
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May, and to report next morning at 9 o’clock to the. 
whole committee. As Garrison was looked up to by ; 
them as their Coryphzus, they left the writing of the 
document with him, and retired. to meet him at 8 o’clock = 
in the morning. At ten that night he sat down to the ~ 
work, and when the committee arrived at the appointed 
hour they found him with shutters closed and lamps ~ 
still burning, just writing the last paragraph. The 
declaration was read before the Convention, and care- 
fully considered in all its parts, and with very few. 
changes adopted. 

Samuel J. May, in speaking of the earnestness, 
solemnity and Christian character which marked the 
proceedings of that Convention throughout, said: “If 
there was ever a praying assembly I believe that was — 
one.” 

Of the sixty-one members who signed that Declara- 
tion, but two are now living: John G. Whittier and 
Robert Purvis. 


q 


CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY. 


Waereas, The Most High God “ hath made of one 
blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of the 
earth,” and hath commanded them to love their neigh- 
bors as themselves ; and 
_ Waereas, Our national existence is based upon this 
principle, as recognized in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, “that all men are created equal, and that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness ; and 

Wuereas, After the lapse of sixty years, since the 
faith and honor of the American people were pledged to 
this avowal before Almighty God and the world, nearly 
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one-sixth part of the Nation are held in bondage by 
their fellow-citizens ; and 

WuHeEREAs, Slavery is contrary to the principles of 
natural justice of our American form of government 
and of the Christian religion, and is destructive of the 
prosperity of the country, while it is endangering the 
peace, union and Jiberties of the States ; and 

Wuereas, We believe it the duty and interest of the 
masters immediately to emancipate their slaves, and that 
no scheme of expatriation, either voluntary or by ex- 
pulsion, can remove this great and increasing evil; and 

WuHereEas, We believe that it is practicable, by ap- 
peals to the consciences, hearts and interests of the 
people, to awaken a public sentiment throughout the 
Nation that will be opposed to the continuance of 
slavery in any part of the republic, and by effecting the 
speedy abolition of slavery, prevent a general convul- 
sion ; and 

Wuereas, We believe we owe it to the oppressed, to 
our fellow-citizens who hold slaves, to our whole country, 
to posterity, and to God, to do all that is lawfully in 
our power to bring about the extinction of slavery ; we 
do hereby agree, with a prayerful reliance on the Divine 
aid, to form ourselves into a society, to be governed by 
the following constitution : 

ArticLE [.—This society shall be called the AmErI- 
CAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

ArticLe II.—The objects of this society are the 
entire abolition of slavery in the United States. While 
it admits that each State in which slavery exists has by 
the Constitution of the United States the exclusive right 
to legislate in regard to its abolition in said State, it 
shall aim to convince all our fellow-citizens, by argu- 
ments addressed to their understandings and consciences, 
that slave-holding is a henious crime in the sight of 
God, and that the duty, safety and best interests of all 
concerned, require its immediate abandonment, without 
expatriation. This society will also endeavor, in a con- 
stitutional way, to influence Congress to put an end to 
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complexion they suffer the pangs of hunger, the infli 
tion of stripes and the ignominy of brutal servitu 
They are kept in heathenish darkness by laws expressi 
enacted to make their instruction a criminal offense. - 
These are the prominent circumstances in the condi=@ 
tion of more than two millions of our people, the proof of 
which may be found in thousands of indisputable facts. 
and in the laws of the slave-holding States. 
Hence we maintain that in view of the civil and 
religious privileges of this Nation, the guilt of 4 
oppression is unequalled by any other on the face of the 
earth ; and therefore that it is bound to repent, to un 
the heavy burdens, to break every yoke and to let the 
oppressed go free. 
We further maintain that no man has a right to. 
enslave or imbrute his brother ; to hold or acknowledg 
him for one moment as a piece of merchandise, to keep 
back his hire by fraud, or to brutalize his mind by. 
denying him the means of intellectual, social and moral 
improvement. z 
The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable ; to invade 1 
is to usurp the prerogative of Jehovah. Every man has 
a right to his own body; to the products of his own labor; 
to the protection of law, and to the common advantages 
of society. It is piracy to buy or steal a native African 
and subject him to servitude. Surely the sin is as great 
to enslave an AMERICAN as an AFRICAN. oa 
Therefore we believe and affirm, that there is no 
difference in principle between the African slave-trade 
and the American slavery. 
_ That every American citizen who retains a human 
being in involuntary bondage as his property is, accord: 
ing to Scripture, (Ex. xxi. 16) a Man SreaLER. =< 
~ That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, an 
brought under the protection of the law. : 
That if they lived from the time of Pharoah down to 
the present period, and had been entailed through su 
cessive generations, their right to be free could never 
have been alienated, but their claims would have con= 
stantly risen in solemnity. 
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That all those laws now in force, admitting the right 
of slavery, are, therefore, before God utterly null and 
void, being an audacious usurpation of the Divine pre- 
rogative; a daring infringement on the laws of nature, 
a base overthrow of the very foundations of the social 
compact, a complete extinction of all relatious, endear- 
ments, and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous 
transgression of all holy commandments; and, that, 
therefore they ought instantly to be abrogated. 

We further believe and affirm—That all persons of 
color who possess the qualifications which are demanded 
of others, ought to be admitted forthwith to the enjoy- 
ment of the same privileges, and the exercise of the 
same prerogatives as others; and that the paths of pre- 
ferment, of wealth and of intelligence should be opened 
as widely to them as to persons of a white complexion. 

We maintain that no compensation should be given 
to the planters emancipating the slaves. 

Because it would be a surrender of the great funda- 
mental principle that man should not hold property in 
man ; 

Because SLAVERY IS A CRIME, AND THEREFORE IS 
NOT AN ARTICLE TO BE SOLD. 

Because the holders of slaves are not the just propri- 
etors of what they claim; freeing the slaves is not 
depriving them of property, but restoring it to its right- 
ful owners; it is not wronging the master, but righting 
the slave—restoring him to himself. 

Because immediate and general emancipation would 
only destroy nominal, not real property: it would not 
amputate a limb or break a bone of the slaves, but by 
infusing motives into their breasts, would make them 
doubly valuable to the masters as free laborers, and 

Because, if compensation is to be given at all, it 
should be given to the outraged and guiltless slaves and 
not to those who have plundered and abused them. 

We regard as delusive, cruel and dangerous any 
scheme of expatriation which pretends to aid, either 
directly or indirectly, in the emancipation of the slaves, 
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MAINE. 
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John Prentice, 
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CONNECTICUT. 


Samuel J. May. 
Alpheus Kingsley, 
Edwin A. Stillman, 
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Robert B. Hall. 


NEW YORK. 


Beriah Greene, Jr., 
Lewis Tappan, 

John Rankin, 
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William Goodell, 
Elizur Wright, Jr.. 
Charles W. Denison, 
John Frost. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Jonathan Parkhurst, 
Chalkley Gillingham, 
John McCullough, 
James White. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Evan Lewis, 
Edwin A. Atlee, 
Robert Purvis, 
Jas. McCrummill, 
Thomas Shipley, 
Bartholomew Fussell, 
David Jones, 
Enoch Mack, 
James McKim, 
Aaron Vickers, 
James Loughhead, 
Edwin P. Atlee, 
Thomas Whitson, 
John R. Sleeper, 
John Sharp, Jr., 
James Mott. 


OHIO. 
John M. Sterling, 
Milton Suthff, 
Levi Sutliff. 


UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 381 


CLAUSE IN THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


ArtTIcLE IV, Section 2.—No person held to service 
or labor in our State, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regula- 
tion therein, be discharged from such service or labor, 
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 


There was much wrangling over the adoption of this 
clause in the Constitution which its framers were de- 
vising for a Government whose professed purpose was to 
guarantee liberty and protection to its people. But the 
idea of extending the blessings of that liborty to the 
African race then held as slaves in this country, did not 
seem to enter the minds of some of those patriotic fathers. 
It will, however, be observed that the terms slave and 
slavery were carefully omitted, and the term service or 
labor used instead. 

On the 18th of September, 1850, Congress passed the 
law known as the “ Fugitive Slave Law of 1850.” 

It was pretty definitely understood by the friends of 
that bill in Congress, that if they passed it, Zachary 
Taylor, then President, would veto it. Before it was 
voted upon General Taylor died, and Millard Fillmore, 
who succeeded him, when the bill passed Congress, 
affixed his signature to it, and it became a law. 


THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


THOSE PARTS WHICH RELATE TO THE CAPTURE AND 
RETURN OF SLAVES. 

Section 3.—And be it further enacted, That the Circuit 

Courts of the United States, and the Superior Courts of 

each organized Territory of the United States, shall 


| 


-siqes Toyo Aq JO “IAMOISSIMITION 10 aspne “anod Yons 
0} payyaeo eq 0} ‘Sur url GuAepye 10 wortsodsrp 4q 
‘ape sureq joord ArojoRysuyvs uodn puv ‘rouuvM AIC 
“WNS B UL JULUIE]O YONS JO asvod oy} VUIUIIEJOpP pUB IvET] 
0} aq [][VYs W AINp ssoyar ‘TMOIssIMITIOD 10 espn 41n0d 
yons o10jaq YILMYIIOJ ‘wayxv} oq 0} suosied Yons Suisnvo 
10‘Surye} Aq pur ‘ssao0id noyIIM eMoOp eq Uvo oUIRS OY} 
a1oya ‘OAIISNE YONsS Suysolie pue Suizies Aq 10 ‘10Qv] 
10 adIAIIS WO sAlISn~ yons jo uoisusyordde oy 
Joy AJUMOD IO YrIIYsIp “InoI110 radoad ayy Jo ‘preseroye 
SB SIOUOISSIMIMIOD) 10 saspne ‘s1IN0d oY} JO oO 9UIOS 
Woy yuvIIVA v@ Sutmno0id Aq seyye ‘aosred saISny 
yons wrepder pue ensind Avur ‘paynoexs oq Avur sures 
2y} Gory ur AIOWIIIT, 10 381g VY} JO IND IO IVOIGO 
[859] VMIOS JO [Bas BY} IapUN peyljie0 pue pespeyMouyos 
‘ourtim ut ‘fauioye jo saaod fq ‘pezizoyyne Anup 
‘AauI0}C 10 YUISE I1Bq Io ‘19y ‘sty 10 ‘onp aq AvuUr IOgrT 
IO ddIAJas YOns wIOYM 0} suosied 10 uosied oy} ‘s97"19 
pewug oy} Jo AroqsIay, 10 93v79 1aq30 AUB OWUI edvdse 
Jaywarey [[CYsS IO s1ojoyarey sey sojyvj}g poyuy ey} Ur 
AIOPAIIT, 10 383g Aue Ul 10GB] 10 ddLAIEs 0} ploy uossed 
GB USYM yw, ‘papnua sayzun{ m a9 pup—g NOILOTG 
‘ponsst ore A0y} Yorqar 
UIA ‘9781g ey} ul sIoyMAuL sIBOqJO pres Aq paynoexe 
eq pue UNI [[eys sjuvIIVM pres pue ‘esodind yey} 40F 
preseroye sv ‘parmnbor oq AvUr sodrAros ITaYy} IOATOyAL 
‘MET SI} JO UONIEXe JuoTOYJe pue yduroid oy} Ut ysIsse 
pUe pre 0} papuvBUIUTOD aI SUAZI}ID poos [Te pure “408 sty} 
Jo worstaord ay} Wy AjTUTLOJMOD UI ‘0 porIazer WOT NITIS 
-U0D 9} JO VsNUTD oy} JO sdULAIESqO [NUIT  OINSUT 0} 
Aressaoou ueya ‘Ajunoo redoid 043 Jo snyojvwoa assod 10 
siapueyshq oy} pre Itey} 0} [[vo Io UOMTUINS 04 ‘presor0ye 
se ssaooid ayndexe 0} wey} Aq peyutodde aq 0} suosted 
24} JO SIOMOISSIMIUIOT) YOns 07 AILAOYINE YIM ‘saryjnp 
aatadsar i1ey} Jo vouvwsojsed [NAM] ey} Ul wey} 
Aq pansst oq Avur sv ssoooid Joyjo put s}UvIIeA yons 
[[® Ainoexe 04 ‘our, 0} otwT} wo IF ‘suosied aTqeIINs o10UL 
Jo auo Aue ‘spuvy sq} Jepun Suni ut yurodde 04 
‘Ayaatoadser sayUN0d ey} UTYIIAM potomodure puv pazi 


E8E ‘aQVOUTIVA GNOOWDAACNOA 


-10yyne Lqaroy are Aoyy “Jor sty} Jo put ‘saieig poqugQ 
ay} JO WOIINISUOD ay} Jo SjuamMeIINbar ay YILM AIUIIOZ 
-u0o ut ‘Ay}UeLOIYa pur ATTY] soNp ray} ayNdox9 07 
‘pojurodde sny} uayat ‘sreuolssitmu0D pres 9y} erqrue 0} 
Ja}jeq ey} put : padvosa ay aouaya ios 10 A10IIIOT, 
‘aJBIQ 94} Ul OAIIISNY pres Jo IOGeT 10 adIAIas ay} JO 
aN[VA [[NF oy} OF “Quvwureyo Yons Jo yyaueq ayy TOZ paqnd 
-esoid aq 0} puog [eIoYFo sty uO BTquIT oq [[BYs [vysreUl 
yons ‘Ayndep sty 40 [vysreUL Yons Jo JUosst oY} INOYTTA 
JO YIM Joyjoya ‘odvosa aatqisny yons prnoys yo styy Jo 
suoisiAoid 94} Japun Apoysnd sry ul awry Aue 4e 4STIYM 
Jo ‘Ayndep sty 10 ‘feysvu yons Aq saamisng yons jo 
qsolIe Joye puv ‘[vysreur yons Jo yrI}sIp ey} OF NOD 
puysiqT 10 yma 943 Aq uvTIe]D Yons Jo uoToOUT 


94} UO “UvUTIv[D YoNs Jo asn ayy 04 SIvITOP puvsnoy4 


ouo JO UNS OY} UI peuy oq Joaray} UOIYDIATOD UO [TRYS 
ay ‘ouvs 9y} aJNdexe 0} ApJUaSITIp suvew sJadoad [ev 
98N 0} IO ‘patepus} UeYyA ssa00id J9q}0 10 JURIIVA Yons 
sAlodeI 0} osnjer [vysieu Ayndap 10 ;eysremM AUv prnoys 
put * payoorip Wey} 07 UaYA you sTYy Fo suoIstAOId ayy 
Japun pensst sdeoeid pu sjuviivai [[v eynoexe puv Aeqo 
0} seysivm Ajndap pur syeysivur Tre Jo Aynp oy oq 


-TTBGS HW yyy, ‘papnua sayjunf{n aq pup—e¢ NOIWoag 


"pep to pedvosa savy Avur suosied yons 
Woy wo ALOT, 10 9}e}g Vy} 0} ‘pourezuoCD ureI8y 
SUOTOLIJSeI OY} JOpUN ‘IOGV[ IO ddIAIas WO SOATTSNY 
Yous eaower puv aye} 07 AqIOYING YW ‘eptu Sureq 
jooid Arozovysyes uodn ‘sJUVUNILTD YONS 0} sazRoyTyII0 


yuVIS [[BYys puv { vOrvovA puv otI]-WWI9} UT ‘ATAAIVOTIOO 


pue ATyeraaes ‘sorroyssay, ay} Jo sjunog qotsedng ayy 
JO soSpne oy} pur ‘saqyvyg peroaes oy} UTYWA syOTNsIp 
pus simoi0 eaoedser ray} ut ‘seyVIQ peyUG ey} Jo 
S}INOY JUISIG put yMoND sy Jo sospne oyy YALA U0} 
~orpstinf yuarmmou0s savy [[VYs poweU oAogE SIOUOISSTUL 
“WOLD 94} YUL, ‘pazopua sayzinf 9 29 pup—F NOWLOAG 
‘yor stg} Aq pasodui sarynp oy} 
Jo asivyostp yduroad 94} 0} pue ‘s0qey wo saArtSny 
UNIVOII 0} SaI}ITlOVF VfquUOSBel PIOYV 0} AMOLA B YI 
“SIOUOISSTUIUIOLD JO IaquINu oy} oBIETWE VWI} 0} WIT} WOIT 


AHL JO AYOLSIH ZBE 


Fa 


a 
# 
: 
i 
i 
E 
i 
EF 
| 


| 
| 


384 HISTORY OF THE 


factory testimony, duly taken and certified by ‘some: 
court, magistrate, justice of the peace, or other legal 
officer, authorized to administer an oath and take depo- 
sition under the laws of the State or Territory from 
which such person owing service or labor may ‘have: 
escaped, with a certificate of such magistracy or 
authority, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper 
or officer thereto attached, which seal shall be sufficient 
to establish the competency of the proof, and with proof. 
also by affidavit of the identity of the person whos 
service or labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that: 
the person so arrested does in fact owe sevice or labor to 
the person or persons claiming him or her, in the State 
or Territory from which such fugitive may have esea 
as aforesaid, and that said person escaped, to make 
and deliver to such claimant, his or her agent or attor- 
ney, a certificate setting forth the substantial facts as 'to. 
the service or labor due from such fugitive to the claim 
ant, and of his or her escape from the State and Terri. 
tory in which he or she was arrested, with authority to: 
such claimant, or his or her agent or attorney, to use 
such reasonable force and restraint, as may benecess 
under the circumstances of the case, to take and re 
such fugitive person back to the State or Territory: 
whence he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. « In: 
trial or hearing under this act shall the testimon 
such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence, and‘ the: 
certificates in this and the first section mentioned shall: 
be conclusive of the right of the person or persons in 
whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to the 
State or Territory from which he, escaped, and shall 
prevent all molestation of such person or persons by any. 
process issued by any court, judge, magistrate or oth 
person whomsoever. = 
Section 7.—And be it further enacted, That any pe: 
son who shall knowingly and willfully obstruct, hinder, 
or prevent such claimant, his agent or attorney, or an 
person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them. 
from arresting such a fugitive from service or labor, 
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either with or without process, as aforesaid; or shall 
rescue, or attempt to rescue, such fugitive from service 
or labor, from the custody of such claimant, his or her 
agent or attorney, or other person or persons lawfully 
assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, pursuant to the 
authority herein given and declared ; or shall aid, abet, 
or assist such person so owing service or labor as afore- 
said, directly or indirectly, to escape from such claimant, 
his agent or attorney, or other person or persons legally 
authorized as aforesaid; or shall harbor or conceal such 
fugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of 
such person, after notice or knowledge of the fact that 
such person was a fugitive from labor or service as afore- 
said, shall for either of said offences, be subject to a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment 
not exceeding six months, by indictment and con- 
viction before the District Court of the United States 
for the district in which such offense may have been 
committed, or before the proper court of criminal juris- 
diction, if committed within any one of the organized 
Territories of the United States; and shall moreover 
forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the party, 
injured by such illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand 
dollars for each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be re- 
covered by action of debt, in any of the District or 
Territorial Courts as aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction 
the said offence may have been committed. 

Section 8.—And be tt further enacted, That the mar- 
shals, their deputies, and the clerks of the said District 
and Territorial Courts, shall be paid for their services 
the like fees as may be allowed to them for similar ser- 
vices in other cases; and where such services are ren- 
dered exclusively in the arrest, custody, and delivery 
of the fugitive to the claimant, his or her agent or attor- 
ney, or where such supposed fugitive may be discharged 
out of custody for the want of sufficient proof as afore- 
said, then such fees are to be paid in the whole by such 
claimant, his sgent or attorney, and in all cases where 


the proceedings are before a commissioner, he shall be 
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execute the office of President of the United States, and 
will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and — 


Z 


defend the Constitution of the United States.” 
He had neither time nor inclination to harrow up his © 
mind by considering the many hostile letters and articles 
in newspapers, aimed like so many arrows at him and 
his policy, preferring to direct his attention to acquiring 
a full knowledge of the entire situation of the whole 
country, and in accordance with that knowledge to 
adapt the best means to the best ends. So 
Sitting upon the highest place in the National Gov-_ 
ernment, he had a better opportunity of seeing and — 
knowing the varied condition of affairs, and what move-- 
ments to make, than many in lower positions who pre-_ 
sumed to knew more. 


““ His soul, whose vision, place nor power could dim 
Moved slow and reverently, that he might scan, 
And not mistake the part assigned to him 
In the Creator’s plan.” 


He was always looking toward emancipation, and was 
ready to issue such a proclamation when he felt that it. 
would be sustained by the army and by the States not 
thenin rebellion. Hencehesaid: “ Agitatethe question. — 
Get the people ready. Acitare, AGITATE.” But 
Horace Greeley, growing impatient, published a letter in 
the New York Tribune, directed to Lincoln, to which he. 
made the following reply : j 

“ EXECUTIVE Mansion, ; 
Wasuineton, Aug. 22, 1862. 
Hon. Horace Greetey—Dear Sir: I have just 


read yours of the 19th addressed to myself through the 
New York Tribune. 


assumptions of fact which I may know to be erroneous, 
I do not now and here controvert them. 


If there be in 


If there be in it any statements or 
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it any inferences which I may believe to be falsely 
drawn, I do not now and here argue against them. If 
there be perceptible in it an impatient and dictatorial 
tone, I waive it in deference to an old friend, whose 
heart I have always supposed to be right. 

“As to the policy I ‘seem to be pursuing,’ as you say, 
I have not meant to leave any one in doubt. 

“T would save the Union. I would save it the short- 
est way under the Constitution. The sooner the National 
authority can be restored, the nearer the Union will 
be ‘the Union as it was.’ If there be those who would 
not save the Union unless they could at the same time 
save Slavery, I do not agree with them. If there be 
those who would not save the Union unless they could 
at the same time destroy Slavery, I do not agree with 
them. My paramount object in this struggle 2s to save 
the Union, and is nof to save or destroy Slavery. If I 
could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would 
do it, and if I could do it by freeing add the slaves I 
would do it, and if I could do it by freeing some and 
leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do 
about Slavery and the colored race, I do because I 
believe it helps to save the Union, and what I forbear, 
I forbear because I do not believe it would save the 
Union. I shall do /ess whenever I shall believe what I 
am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more whenever 
I shall believe doing more will help the cause. I shall 
try to correct errors when shown to be errors, and I 
shall adopt new views so fast as they shall appear to be 
true views. I have here stated my purpose according 
to my view of ‘official duty,’ and I intend no modifica- 
tion of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men, 
everywhere, could be free. 

“ Yours, A. LInco.y.” 

When Horace Greeley published his letter he was 
ignorant of the fact that Lincoln had already matured a 
definite policy of emancipation, ready to be announced at 


a suitable moment. 
wk 
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spectively shall then be in rebellion against the 
United States, and the fact that any State, or the 
people thereof, shall on that day be in good faith repre- 
sented in the Congress of the United States by members: 
chosen therefor at elections, wherein a majority of the 
qualified voters of such State shall have participated 
shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, 
be deemed conclusive evidence that such State and the 
pape thereof are not then in rebellion against the 
nited States. 

“ Now, therefore, I Abraham Lincoln, President of th 
United States, by virtue of the power in me vested ag 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the 
United States, in time of actual armed rebellion against 
the authority and Government of the United States, 
and as a fit and necessary war measure for repressing 
said rebellion, do, on this First day of January, in the year: 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty: 
three, and in accordance with my purpose so to .do; 
publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred 
days from the day of the first above-mentioned order, 
designate as the States and parts of States, wherein the 
people thereof respectively are this day in rebellion: 
against the United States, the following, to wit: Arkan- 
sas, Texas, Louisiana, except the parishes of St. Bernard, 
Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James,’ 
Ascension, Assumption, Terre Bonne, Lafourche, St. 
Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city of 
New Orleans, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia except 
the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, - 
and also the counties of Berkely, Accomac, Northamp-~ 
ton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess, Ann and Norfolk,’ 
including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth, and 
which excepted parts are, for the present, left precisely 
as if this proclamation were not issued. 

“And by virtue of the power and for the purpose 
aforesaid, I do order and declare, that all persons held 
as slaves within said designated States and parts of 
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States, are and henceforward shall be free; and that 
the Executive Government of the United States, in- 
including the military and naval authorities thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. 

“And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to 
be free, to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary 
self-defense, and I recommend to them, that in all 
cases, when allowed, they labor faithfully for reason- 
able wages. 

“And I further declare and make known that such 
persons of suitable condition will be received into 
armed service of the United States, to garrison forts, 
positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels 
of all sorts in said service. 

“And upon this, sincerely believed to be an act of 
justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military 
necessity I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind 
and the gracious favor of Almighty God.” 


At the close of the annual message to Congress, 
December, 1864, Lincoln said : 

“T repeat the declaration made a year ago, that while 
I remain in my present position, I shall not attempt to 
retract or modify the Emancipation Proclamation, nor 
shall I return to slavery any person who is free by the 
terms of that Proclamation or by any of the Acts of 
Congress. 

“If the people should, by whatever mode, or means, 
make it an Executive duty to re-enslave such persons, 
another, and not I, must be the instrument to perform it.” 

In his second Inaugural Address, speaking of the 
North and the South, and the continuance of the war, 
he said : 

“Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same 
God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It 
may seem strange that any man should dare to ask a 
just God’s assistance in wringing his bread from the 
sweat of other men’s faces. But let us judge not that 


we be not judged.” 
x * * * * * 
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THE JOURNALS 


A Paper Devoted to the Interests of the Society of 4 


‘FRIENDS, MIND THE LIGHT.”—GEORGE FOX. 


Friends. 


PUBLISHED AT 


PHILADELPHIA AND LANCASTER. 


The Journal is now nearing the middle of its eleventh volume. 
Its conductors consider this a fitting time and opportunity at which to” 
urge its claims to recognition and support upon Friends. They feel 


at liberty so to do because they have, to the best of their ability, made - 
it a paper worthy of such recognition and support; such a paper, in * 
fact, as should be in every Friend’s family. The report of Philadel- ° 


phia Yearly Meeting of 1883 is one of the best reports of a Woman’s 
Meeting that has ever appeared in any paper. Numerous other inter 
esting and valuable reports of meetings appear in its columns from 
* time to time, making it just such a vehicle of news, of a religious” 
character, as Friends need. 
columns articles upon vital and important subjects bearing upon our 


principles and testimonies. In addition to these contributions, the sis 
editors have obtained the consent of Graceanna Lewis, of Philadel-.~ 


A number of Friends contribute to its 


‘phia, the distinguished naturalist, to write occasionally for its columns. 
The first of her contributions, an interesting account, in three parts, of 
-the beaver, is now in process of publication. “Such are a few of the 
features that render The Journal a paper that every Friend should 
read and support. Its conductors trust that Friends will do every- . 
thing in their power to assist in extending its circulation and influence. 


The terms are, as they have long been, Ten Copies for 820, one . 


“year; 1 copy free to the getter up of the club, Five Copies for 
$11.25, one year; 1 copy free for six months to the getter up of the 


elub. 


JOSEPH GIBBONS, 


Editor and Proprietor, 
Bird-in-Hand, Lancaster county, Pa. 


Business Letters to be addressed to 
125 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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